





Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. September 1900. 





CONFIDENTIAL. 
(7394.) 


Parr Ll. 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE 


RESPECTING THE 


AFFAIRS OF PERSTA AND ARABIA. 


January to March 1900. 





TABLE OF CONT 



















Page 























NZ ycra auenustated 


denis Ticess extstenees 
Attack on Liogalh hy 











Leia 

















Suir Azim to General Telegraph 




















Fay made overtines fur eon 
chision of rotetorate Agree 





‘To Sir M. Darou 








‘Transinits documents respecting 





By 














No offer of Rassian Loa been 





Attack on Lingah hy 
Wequests steps be taken to. proven. fu 











Views of Sadr Azan ree 






them to cease ying 








Atiack on Linpah by. Sheikh Motasamed, 
Refers'to No.27, Action previously takeu | 








French eoaling station wt Mu 























W troep io Northwest Perla 
‘Gaveroment ta tab 











epi af secret 











quire: about propo 
ofr withdrawal ‘ 


igunt on security of custome 

















‘ssiuraen tint foun ix under consideration» 





Hiviony on whieh Russ 









og sation at Mase 
averameut to aequire 


ie wom taken by 
Hesident at Thushive to prevent # deseeut oh 








Yersbay Govern 


a to got | 
60,000,000 fe, sr I 

















opored 0 sea | 





Count Mouracigh at Her | 
| Turkise teoope 











Persia, May heard of from | 

















































| 36 


Desires further particulars as to | a7 


Rhorassun athjrs, Trauamite documents re- 














jan Laan to Versis, Desirer 10 hiww | 










































































































Sie P, Plunkett Porsin Loan- Prospect of obtaining money in 
Belsium nnlkely wing to meagre returns of 


Aaksiralty .- 






70) 





Br) 










Inia Ofiee 





Protected tribes near 
tion of Fuskish Gove 


ee Reporte faten 





71 | Sir M, Doran 
30 | 




























Sir M. Dor 





Attack oo Lingall, Refers 
‘quests 
Govern 


smd and followers 


Sir C. Scott 


n 
| 








40 
Sie M, Durant 





Twin Offes fe Attack oy Lin aunts documents 















| To Sir M. Durand ,. 
Si spi Denis 2 Lin, Taan-t6 Trl, Nader Bala 
FS : 
esate ea aa! | to Om 
6 7 asin ease ea oe 
enihentto tary a 






+ conversation with 












































cae ae ai 7 | She Aum to Gener 
Miran Khon 
shy Risa Loa Wis, Clits). a 
26 | to sie. Sot 
BH HeSLOGimor BH shone, Ms bl chasis 
t9 SP thinkat 8,88 nn oan 0 No, Males to No. 80 17 | To Amity 
epoca arse a8 | : 
(0 tate Oty fn 8 New Fenian tenn, nmi legis 
Toons Very sad au 
zi, 
Ml alg ays Ge asso guise Gityaki* Ainble to Ear 
Heel Beis ce M.Duned 
Wate Sun akg for ra a 






















Refers tv Nu 


ve yomieare ast 


rao Ln 
‘obtain fart 








80) Admihty A 









Hy Aaiitaiy 





of tsi 


aula 


eben * Gila” 


lg Hiish erulee 








46 










[Telegraph 





¥. Conf, 





26 Th. 


ConBdent 


1a, 














(A Bila Otiew oe 6 Protveted tribe Peep Cet Es 
Con a tt Attwton Lineal 
Government shun 82 India Ofice Es 


Majer Govern 
any interference with Chiefs 


£2 | Major Sykew 








a 








Machensio neve 


orman Roilway a9 Persian Gulf. Transits 
‘Memorsudins vespeeting Cateesion 


% 








4s 


st 







Adwirilly 4, ss Confilestial 10, Revortel visit of * Gi 7 


lets 10. Ni 


ak" tw Bander Abba 
re Her 
hal wate 


















Admiralty 





idestiah 
se 








Titors 10 


‘wroposal 
Hee Majesy"= ship * P ¥ 















Soe ca 






Sir Sot 





au Lova, ‘Transmits prtsis of article in 
“Bure News” eouerrning 


| 1583) 





ADU OF CONTENTS: aDut OF CONTENTS ¥ 
No Nave No, Dae. | Sunsecre No. Due | Sunsrer Page 
We) Tse binnl ee ee gel Geccon =| .29. [Fem 6, 1900! Peat Lore, afer to. No. 66. Pac 
pet ad elon cakes cas cr | conten pion aad Yviog roping | 8 
oh Gest Sted) <2 5 Ale an Lea Her sj Govern ad beer 2, | awias woop tu Cetra Ani Rumours ax 
‘kt Wl ake enrires a prevent) Ls ¥. Cont, to caneniratin of <e 8 








al 4G, 


16, 












1900 | 


1s, 
Feb, 19, 


















Koveit, ‘Transmnits documents. respecting 
| retin of Germans at Kathama Bay without 


perission of Sheikh. =| 86 
| Atoended Nickel Agreement, Persian Govern: | 
‘ment will pot accept + | 86 





| Persian Loan. ‘Tranymite transla 
from \' Moscow Viedomoni” respects 
commercial advantages to Tessin. 


Toguests 





Shab’s vist to England, 
fo station 





—<—<$—<— 




































ito Rogland 
| Desirabitity of sending British gun-bont to 
Te Now G2, Bigs 
flag. shoul bo holted a 
al Tab the ease of Russian 
| fig being Nointed een) ON 
| Reowsian Loan to Borgia, Explains sitoation «99 
Russian Loan to Pe -xremes. surprise 
ft Her Majesty's Government not having 
Toss consulted, and osire t0. know cons 
alitions of es eu 
vistot © Gilysk'" to: Bondor Abbas, 
‘isn, In esse of Russian foe 
Britis lage abou hy Hote 
| bass ee Nay 
| Antackon Logahs Hefers to No, 52s, Sheikh 
‘Mohanmetahoutd wet be givva up, be 
| ares te on 












ak!" to Hunder Abbas, 
ul Ge making overtures to. Py 


thas 





Frags OY 










Arsival 





jan Inventiong fy Persian Gulf, 




















2 Awsorsh of Tusa aa oven 
Prange tor provisioning uf twiy WRE abips 
pected surly seen | OL 

| Rosian intentions fa. Persian Gulf, ‘Cranes 
‘mite documents reopecting ey we 

1899 | Journey from Birjand to Seistan, Reporn 

Maeof eoustty vee eB 
















Jour tom. Seitan to Kerala 
aport on stote of East and South-Eaat | 
Persia 


‘Monthly summary 











‘Tour iu Westera Persia. Reports. 





Axrooments Refers tn Nu 
Persian Government dernand speedy 
folilment of contract... 4) 





80 





TABLE OF CONTENTS. 





TABLE OF CONTENTS. 















vit 




















Sursrer. 





Page 









Allsis of Arabia. Transits documents 














it Kermanshaty but believed 








Bakhtiar’ Chiet about situstion 


Ruysian intentions ia Persian Gulf, 











‘To Sir M. Durand 








mn allowed tab draft 
we bank to. liabilities 











mci coating sation at Muscat 
Cate woul sit 
























eters tw No, 76, 
tion «ith Count Mogravief, requesting him 
to state esse eonsitions of 

















‘To Mr. Sprivg-Mtice Mohiaimmernh exstowns —ttetors 





to tollow hie farther 








Siuly Azam to General 











rvs 19 Sade Nv 














Mos 




















Mouravie?'s assurances 





| loterview sith ShuaosSulinneh, App 





has een deceived abt ba 














Reters to No. Yo. 









Attempr to estab 
Kerman to Quett,. 





dfrwet caravan trade from 















Wussiay Low 10 Persia, 





















fu the Yemen. “Situation becoming | 
us owing 10 hostility of Stabs to | 
Ottornse Government. 





Haushabi limits. Desirable 








detailed account of 


‘Transits report and | 

















Vroposed dispatch of cost 10.1 




















French coating faci 
fin Makaila Cove: shoul be 
French Goverment se 








Russians at Honder Abad, 
oad there, Tt would be a 
Majesty's Government algo to leave a cow, 











ian activity, in Porsian Gulf. Onions 
given not t0 fellow + Gilsak” furthor, as it 
Would ouly irritate Russiatis n,n 


Russian Loan to Persia, oan ot 











Rossiay gonsbont * G 
to Koweit, It 
Hi gunboat there fist 














Hk, Shall Bhahive. Tes 
feidleavour fo indice hin (9 Acevyt F 


N 














Washiro Resident should try. to induce 
Sheikli to aceept nerangeniont 
Persian Loan, Wefire ta Nov. Conevsane 





How with) Count Monavie, into 











Wit” 6 A 
iLof M. Goguser at Meat. ‘Trans 

tnite report of CY ae 
lane in Version Gulf, Itofere to, No, 06, 


im 
Tigueste 





injow ae tiha 
sit af coal to Hvinder Abas 











Deynrrute of Heiah ship of wae frou Bussorl 
to Kowelts Refers to No, 14 


Turkihi usronchivent oy Maushati Hite 
svete’ fort at Ade | 





Hurkiah stject hs 
arej io Migiireeke x; 


M, de Witte rospctinigss 


Russias Bander Abbas, Reioesto Nos 119, 


Perwission erased to land coal hy Gover 
wll 








Retire 1 Now Mi 
‘ell be dave until Shai rotuphs tron 


io, 194 
t Goverament 16 at 
ior of Arab tribes. 














int Turkish troops 
n Addareja without 


should Ye withdrawn fe 
delay ne 









ler Abbay 
Refers 10 No. 123. No further action 





es at Museat Choice of 


Hlavo left 25 tons 
inable for Her 


most site| 
i fue French 


an Loan Tanke Russian Gnverinent 






custome Propane) arranges 





» 119, 


uy hit 
Of proposal no dlscuns smnater with M, de 


ability a as lng 


au Loan, Reporte couversation with 








136 


127 


128 


190 


sat 


181 


13 


192 


Fry 










197 














TABLE OF CONTENTS. 





TABLE OF CONTI 











Name. 












Name, Noe. | Date, 


















180 









Tis 















Ti 














1) 














Sit N_ O'Cov0r 


Mr. Spring-Itiew 


fuilla Oftee 


Mee 





ingle 


‘To Sir B, Mouson 





Twa Oni 





fudia One 


Kir G South 











89 Tel, 


at 
Confidential 


42 tet, 


8h 


(Contieasiat 





1% 








21, 

















seer, Page 
















Dispateh of T 
‘ 1G Indix Ofce we] ce | Mang 


Tefors to 
Wossian Consul on board ve} 188 





id00 | Fieeee coing sain at Navel) fatal 

Cove more suitable fur eaaling sation than 
any other, but French probably do not sant 
to share it with Her Majesty's Goverment , | 148 



















Hausiabilimits. Refers%0 No. 126. Minister 
for War diselaims all koopledge of Turkish | 
ceneroselimen =| 138 









Reaercn ee eilere 2 Movements of 
China 





ipa 
















Left Bushire for 





| Persian Loan. 
‘Mohammerab w 
Jean 


reign Minister aimitted 
‘included ju guarantee fo 










Mure that Her Majesty's Government cone 
iders tas included tn pledge given in 1897 | 151 





149° To Tein Offiw —,. [Confidential Haushobl finite, Rofars to Nos 187, Desivoe 
to know whether Resident at Aden line 
auldrersed any remonstrancw to Governor: | 
ieveral of “Yenien, respectinye eneronele 
eae tne 





mel 

















tent 150 | To Admiralty 





visit to ports, hachours, a islands in 
‘an Gulf by Hler Majesty's ships, Mefers 
to No, 198. Considers it advisal nef 182 





French cosling station at Museat 





Suggests 





Makalla Cove - ef TAL 181 | fatia Often all ie Hanslibi Vite, fervent 






Mohiuerah customs. Iefery to No. 192. 
Welgias Dieector considers Mobamanerah | 





f 
E 
i 

































































at Prove +-[Coafdennial) 28, to. obsain L 
lor dots, Makalla Cove stranxe-| i ost, Rumor 
fut will suit French Governtuent | ae | int they arw fn eonmunieation with Turkish 
| Gover 5 ++ 188 
Diguateh of cant vo Bander Abbas, Itefers to 
Gilyak™ allowed 20-1 as] a8Ta, 24, Kussinn sailways in Porsla, Ieported to b 
|) coal to sink 4 12 making survey for railway to Bunion Aubus | 154 SS 
Hovushabi limits, efor, to. Reports 1S Per +] 49 Te 40, Rood ant telegraph const 
stablighinent of 1 err | i 
oF Ani of Di ra 143 | Nill do all himgelt va 184 
Dispatch of cos to Bander Abbor. Refers to | 155 | India Occ = ean meals ts, Refers to Ni 
7, “Considers it dexirate that snore Host at AI Koralb, i 
n should be nbtained about ports | ‘wits cop of teleara ina 
ott Persian Gulf 4 | 8 | 
ee Sak 156 | To Indin Onice iI, Houshabi tiie, Refers to Soft. Coneura 
tack on Liugad. Would be aivisable. to invapinion exieseed 6 
eect aneable setts. eypecting 44 aplenty 8 





epart 
ny eng 
ee eta 




















Hovshabi fits, 
‘oF Buthish Mi 
“eroachient wi) 









nglan 
in Westaik Earopy” 








respecting o| 6 








| Movenwnts of Gilgat. Trouamits report 
{Cautain of Her Majesty's thio Pomone, 
find slates thot a Russian ship will iit 
sees eel HE 








sf coal to ander AbEas. Refers to 
Not advisable to land 











Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. July 1900, 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia 
and Arabia. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 1.) 


Sir, India Office, January 1, 1900, 

I AM directed by the 8: of State for India to forward, for the informa- 
tion of the Marquess of Salisbury, a copy of a letter dated the 5th December, 1899, 
addressed by General Creagh, V.C., to the Government of Bombay, reporting that the 
Tmam of Sa s made overtures for the conclusion of 2 Protectorate Agreement with 
him. 

‘Pho Resident at Aden repeated the language which he used on a former occasion, 
as reported in the letter from this Office dated the 25th April last, to the effect that 
the Government of England was friendly to that of Turkey. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 1. 


Brigadier+General Creagh to Government of Bombay. 
Sin, Aden Residency, December 5, 1899, 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that I met the Sultan of Lah 
Othman this morning, and he showed me a letter from the [mam of Sana to his 
address, in which he asks the Sultan to convey to the Resident his wish to come under 
the protection of the British Government. 
2. I replied to the Sultan in the same terms as alrendy reported by me on a 
dimilar application received in March last (see my letter dated the 10th April 
st 


3, A copy of this letter, together with an abstract of Imam’s letter in English, lias 
been forwarded to the India O} 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) OM. CREAGI, Political Resident. , 





<<< — sos) 





Tnclosure 2 in No. 1. 


Substance of a Letter, dated Jomad-al-Awal 20, 1817, from the Command the Fai 
Abdillah Ahnansoor Billah, to Sultan Ahmed Fadthl-bin-Mohsin, Sultan of Lakej. 


(Translation,) 

AS you stand near to and friend of the British Government, I have become 
certain of its just rule, and believed that your praise of it is due to its good treatment. 
T therefore wish you to convey to its Governor some of the news regarding a proposed 
Agreement between it and tis on some conditions in the directions (or portion) of 
Yemen, ‘he territories are to be held in half shares equally by it and me, From 
Makhadir country and its adjacent countries or neighbouring countries should be held 
by mo and other countries outside these are for the British Government, except some 


stipend) on the Treaty 1 

to be done through you; ing protection to us and 
rohibiting import of (‘Curkish) military ammunitions and stores in the directions of 
‘emon, Ido not fear their (Lurks’) attacks, and by the help of God they cannot 

conquer us, Whenever they make an attack they got defeated. 


No. 2 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received January 2.) 


‘THE. Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Aflnirs, and, by direetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter from 
the Political Resident at Aden, dated the 20th December, and inclosures, regarding 


Debali afta 
Initia Office, January 1, 1900. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 2. 


Government of Bombay to Brigadier=General Creagh. 
Sir, September 30, 1899. 

LAM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 24th July, 

‘The matters to which you eal attention, no doubt, are factors in the past situation, 
hut Tam to invite your attention to this Government letter dated the 19th November, 
1808, and to the Correspondence alluded to therein, I am to call your attention 
especially to paragraphs 3 and 4 of General Jopp’s letter of the 22nd March, 1895, 
‘Phat letter was reported to the Government of India, and their orders on the’ corre- 
spondence were conveyed! to the Resident in Government Resolution No, 7048 dated the 
1ith November, 1895. In view of these letters, and the correspondence of 1887 and 
1888, regarding our relations with the tribes, it appears hardly to be open to question 
that the Amiri tribe are, de fucto, under the influence of the ‘Purks, eveing that “many 
villages once Amiri are now Turkish,” and “the process of absorption” is going on. 
‘Dhe matter was simply referred: by the Deputy Adjntant-General as a matter of route 
mmarehing, and the halting-place at  Bir-al-Hamirah,” in Amiri territory, was shown as 
“under British protection,” ‘The statement was incorreet, and the policy as regards 
this tribe, hitherto approved by the Government of India and the Seeretary of State, is 
indicated in the papers above referred to, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "8, W. EDGERLEY. 


Inclosure 2 


Brigudier-General Creagh to Government of Bombay. 


Sir, s Aden, November 18, 1899. 

LHAVE the honour to forward a translation of « letter from the Amir of Dthali, 
Amir Shaif-bin-Seif, asking to be included among those Chiefs who have been granted 
Protectorate ‘Treaties. 

T would solicit orders as to what reply 1am to give him, taking into consideration 
at the same time the subject-matter embodied in Government Resolution No, 7623, 
dated the 30th September last, to which [ have to reply as follows -— 

2, The collection of villages ruled over by this Chief is at present shown in Captain 

Survey Map (copy attached for easy reference), which was forwarded to 
Government with this Residency letter of the 3rd March, 1892, the correctness of which 
T have verified from several sources, including the Amir himself, 

3. The people over whom he rules are one of the nine whose independeneo of 
‘Turkey was notified to the Porte in 1873 (vide Sir H, Elliot’s despatch to Earl Granville, 
dated the 30th May, 1873). This is a point that deserves very careful attention. 

Our relations with the Amir have been close and continuous for several years, as 
pointed out in this Office letter of the 24th July, 1899, and instances of quite recont 
intercourse will also be cited below, ‘What letter (No, 223) contained, besides factors in 
the past, one factor of supreme and present importance, viz., that expressed in the Inst 
portion of paragraph 3 thereof, In other words, subsequent to the issue of General 
Jopp's despatch of the 22nd March, 1896 ; and in the month of May of that year it was 
noted by the home authorities that no interference would be brooked with the nine 

ies. Again, later, in Government letter of the 19th Octobe yhich had 

sence to this Residency letters of the 17th October, 1898, and of the 26th idem, it 
was allowed, “regarding: the reported intention of the Amir’ of Dthali to place himself 
under the protection of the ‘Turkish Government,” that such transference of all 
had not, up to that time, taken place, but in view of such an eveutuality the question of 
his stipend would not be considered, 

4. I will briefly trace our intercourse with this Chief, On the death of the then 

‘Safal-bin-Abdal Hadi, in 1572, the British Government recognized his nephew, 

in-Mukbil, who was required by the Turkish authorities to submit to them. ‘I 
he refused to do, and was imprisoned, and a rival set up, Owing, however, to diplomatic 
action by the British Government, ‘Turkish aid was withdrawn from his rival, when Ali- 
hineMokbil became undisputed Ghiet In 1880 he signed an Agreement (No, 68, 
Aitchison’s Treaties), and became a stipendiary of the British Government, He was 
unpopular, and many of his villages became alienated, and voluntarily went over to the 
‘Darks. 

B i-bin-Mukbil died, and was suceceded by the present Chief, Shait- 
bin-Seif, Shortly after his accession a Turkish official of ‘Taiz interfered in his country, 
sending letters to his Sheiklis, on which he complained to this Residency, which addressed 
a remonstrance to his Excellency Aziz Pasha, Governor-General of Yemen, pointing out 
that the Amir of Dthali was our friend, and neither he nor his subjects should be 

ssed by Turkish officials, ‘The Pasha replied, in his letter dated the 26th Mareh, 

7, “Such a letter should not haye been written by the said agent to the Sheikhs and 
Akils of Dthali, according to the friendly relations hetween the illustrions British 
Government and our Sublime Government.” ‘This position has since Veen main- 
tained, 

6, Shortly afterwards the Amir came to Aden and reported that certain villages, of 
his had gone over to the Turks oving to their dissatisfaction with his predecessor. He 
was told that he must rest content with what he had got, and by good government 
secure the allegiance of his people, for were they to clect themselves to become 
Turkish, we “may not be prepared to interfere,” (Vide this Residency lotter 
of the 12th August, 1887.) The Amir Shaif-bin-Shef accepted the position and has 
acted on the advice, He has gained the allegiance and (he respect of his subjects, and 
Keeps the caravan route through his country safe. 

7. Although the Kotaibis who broke aw i-bi il, but who have had 
no conneetion with the Turks from whom they are’ distant, only ina way acknowledge 
the Amir, he has sufficient influence with them to prevent their interference with the 
Hardaba caravan route, 

8, In letter from the Government of India to the Government of Bombay, Con 








4 


fideutial, of the 20th March, 1688, and inclosures, it was, indeed proposed 
that diplomatic pressure on the Porte in respect. of the Amir should be relaxed. No 
i relaxation has heen observed; on the contrary, diplomatic intervention has been 
i and recent, (Fide paragraph 3 above 
‘th special relerenee to paragraph 3 of General Jopp’s letter of the 
it is true that so far back as 1887-88 this Residency saw little 
Hsorption of the Amin's territory by the ‘Turks, and was ready to 
in such a result, while higher authorities remarked that “the tribes’ hamlets 
fon the uplands should be left to gradual absorption by the Turks.” No such result, 
however, has been attained. 
hel's roltecfirce has s 
that of his weak and vacillating predecessor, 
to absorption Lins not only cheeked what promised to be his total selfefficement, but 
has tended to consolidate his territory and rule. Absorption then has eéased. To 
auler the Turks to seize this territory will be to sanction a course quite unintelligible to 
‘Sur allivs generally, and will sexve asa pernicious precedent, Finally, it was proposed 
that “the measure he deferred till an agreement can be come to with the Porte for the 
ition of the territorial Timits of the tribes under British prot ‘The 
measute, Ueretore, was indefinitely deferred, No. subsequent orders of Government 
i } absorption are traceable here, and this policy L would not recommend, 
and trust it has not been deeided upon in face of our statements to the Turkish 
Goverment as to the status of the nine tribes, and our connection with this tribe and 
its Chiel 

10, ‘Vo revert to the promise made in the early part of my paragraph 3 above to 
cite instances of intercommunication in proof of our standing with the Amiri tribe and 
of Murkish recoxnition of the sume. 

(i), In May. 1805, this Resideney addressed the Governor-General of Yemen 
alluding tthe Aimie's complaint that ‘Turkish soldiers were encamping in Amiri 
territory is follows :— 

eve this is true, for your Execllency is doubiless aware that the 

xaid Amir isu stipondiary Chief and is in ‘Treaty alliance with the British Government, 

volleney to stop interference with the territories of this Chief, with 

hoi Ne hold comiection, We trust that your Excellency, like ourselves, does not wish 

to cause confusion and disagreement between our mutual Governments.” No answer 

wns then vouchsilid, but no denial of our just claim and jurisdiction was formulated by 
the Murkish Governor auc 

(i) by August 18i06, this Residency wrote to (he Governor-General, ir « com. 

the Amie of the worder of his subject in Turkish territory, and a 
eft ot 400 dollars, We asked that inquiry be wade, Tn January 1897, 
‘lied that the camels which hal Leen looted had now been 
‘md tliat such cases would now cease if the Amir only treated 
otlirs as he wished his own subjects to he treated. 

(c.) In April 1807, in reply to other correspondence, the Governor-General of 
Yemvu rote that the Amir's claim against the Turkish Gibe, the Abl Lashruj, had 
con sifted and a satisfactory result attained, 

‘Mose instances will show very: conclusively that the "Turks fully recognize: the 
independent status of the Ainir of Dumali, i e over him and 
aulmittive bis plice under the gis of the British Governme 

11, Lt may. be urged that the difficulties ia the vay of » de of our 
respective horders are many. ‘They are not, however, insuperable, and T recommend 

oy stow! be early thved, Our prime business is to make and declare a Protectorate 
‘Meaty with the Anais, and such action woukl necessarily expedite the settlement of the 
Houndaties. "To reverse this order and to make the declaration of a Protectorate Treaty 
dependent on the deinareation is fo code somewhat our assumed role of Suzerain, and to 
render a satisfactory settlement daily more difficult and problematical. 

12, To allow ti Turks t6-absorh this territory would be Co put them ina position 
to furtlier hamper the inland trade with Adon hy giving farther control over the Ad 
Sina rond vid Hardaba. It vould also put them in possession of another road whieh 
runs from AL Hussein CoAT Kara in the Yafai country, along which a considerable trade 
comes, Although this latter is not the direct road to Al Kara from Aden, 
which, owing to feuds between the Yafai and Fadthi and for other reasons, is very eon- 
siderably used, 

: acon for favourably considering the Amir’s request for a Protece 
orate ‘lreaty is that his eountry is of considerable interest to this settlement, inasmuch 
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‘as to its south is the bill of Wali Hassan Ziarat, otherwise called Adth-Dthabiyat, on 
‘hose summit is a large and well-watered plateau 5,100 fect above the sea, with a 
Salubrious climate, admirably suited for a sanatorium for Aden, from which it is distant 
some 60 miles, and the road towhich, presenting no difficulties, runs through the friendly 
territory of the Abdali, Hanshabi, and Alawi, with whom swe have Protectorate ‘Treaties, 
‘The importance of such a sanatorium to Aden, with its large Buropean garrison, eannot 
de over estimated, and were the Amir’s request granted, his salary increased, as asked, 
to 360 dollars per annum, and the few arms he requests supplied, Tam sure he would 
willingly give os the right to occupy the place as a sanatorium, and the Sayads, its 
inhabitants, would weleome us there, 

Ti. It is not aggrandizement 1 urge, but merely the consolidation by a Protectorate 
reaty of the status quo. The Amir is de facto within our sphere of influence. He 
detests the Turks and their methods, and seeks our protection, For these reasons, and. 
Decanse I think it eould not but have a bad effect to let the Tarks annex a country with 
which we have declared they have no concern, and. whose inhabitants for many reasons 
have looked to us and have been helped by us as one of the nine tribes having elose 
connection with the other eight, I recommend compliance with the Amir’s requests. 

Thaye, & 
(Signed) O'MOORE CREAGH, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident, Aden. 





No. 3. 


Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received January 8.) 


St, Petersburgh, January 8, 1900. 
telegrams from your Lordship Nos. 171 aml 172. 
ively assures me that no offer of a Russsian Loan has been 
made to Persia. 

Va 
the Persia 
part, second a loan from 
suggestion the amount required varies. 
confined itself to referring all these vari 
examination, they are still being examined, and the Russian Govern 
any way comuitted itself respecting them, nor have they a yet il to be taken into 
consideration by the foreign Department. 





No. ke 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 4) 


: y of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of ‘Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Il 
forwards vith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, eopy of a letter from 
» Political Resident at Aden, dated the 18th December, 1599, respecting: Tun 
n South-west. Arabia. 


India Office, January 8, 1900. 


Tnelosuro in No. t. 


Brigadier-General Creagh to Government of Bombay. 
Sir, Aden, December 18, 1899. 
TATAVE the honour to give you the following extract froma newsletter reecivel 
by me regarding affairs in Turkish Arabia:— 
ona, Yahissbin-Kassim has been appointed by the ‘urks as, Muse of the Custom 
Rs Fata cna by 208 ee onl big mete 4 lah 
iS ( 








to spend in securing the roads. Sheikh Musheikh, of Homar, has been appointed 
Muir of Mawaiyal, on a salary of 150 dotiars, and he was paid 400 dollars to spend 
in the sceuring of the roads, Four hundred ‘Turks have been sent to Az-Zandani and 
Ashyaar, near the Kataba country, to collect taxes and to guard those places. 6 
persons, who wish fo mediate between the Turks and the Tmam, propose that the 
country from Hajja to Sand should he held by the Turks, and the a 
to the country of the Imam should be hold by the Imam ; that: stipend of 1,000 dollars 
should be paid by the Turks to the Imam, whose title should be changed from Imam 

ssarif”” 

A copy of the above Deen sent to the India Office and to the Quarter- 

veral in India, Intelligence Branch, 
& 
(Signed) 0. M. CREAGH, 
Palitical Resident, 





No. 5 
Tuli Office to Foreign Office—(Received January 5.) 


ir, India Office, January 4, 1900. 
IN continuation of Sir A. Godley’s letter of the 27th October, 18, Tam desired by 
Lord George Hainilton to forward Lerewith, for the information of the Secretary of State 
for Por nis, copy of a Secret letter from the Goverument of India ‘dated the 
losing copy of a letter from Major C. G, 1°, Fagan, lately Political 
Agent i he denies the allegations that hie insisted that the Suri and 
Other dhows should all cease to hoist the French flag, and that he threatened compulsion 

hy a British ship of war. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 5 


Goverunent of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 
(Seeret.) 
My Lordy Viceroy’s Campy December 1, 2 

WITH yeterence to your Lordshi et despatch dated the 27th October, 1800, 
T have the honour to forward horowith, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, 
‘onpy of a letter from Major Fayan, lately Political Agent ait Muscat, in which he deuies 
the illegation that he insisted that tho Suri and other dhows should cease to hoist the 

uch flay, and that he threatened compulsion by a British ship of wary 

I hay 
(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 


Major Bayan to Government of Indl 


(Confidential) Sinila November V7, 1809. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential indorscment 
dlated 16th November last, and inelosures, regarding an allegation which has reached the 
French Government relative to my proceedings at Muscat, 

2. In reply, | have the honour to report that I have not at any time insisted that the 
Various Suri or other dlvows at present under French protection should all cease to fly the 
French flag, tior have Ton any occasion threatened compulsion by @ British ship of war. 


No. 6. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marspiess of Salishury—(Received January 8.) 


phic.) Pe ‘Tehran, January 8, 1900. 
ITH reference to my telegram » 12th December, Thave the honour to 
state that the reports of Her Majesty’s Cansul-General at Z as regavds arrangements 
nade for the construction ot railway lines in Persin were bazed upon information which 
given him by the Governor-General at %, who promised that he would show @ 
Written proof of bis statements to Mr. Wood. ‘The statements of the GovernorsGeneral 
must be received with cau i f rieAzam, His Highness 
continues to give positive denial to the truth o re current in the press 
gui elsewhere as to the existence of a xceret Railway Treaty between Persia and Russia 
‘s azent in Tehran was lately authorized by him to notify that no railway concese 
Thad been xiven by the Persian Government, and that there was no intention. of 
‘any. However, it would appear that surveys are le by Russian 
engineers between Khot and Tabreez, as well as in the direction of Lenkoran, on the south 
side of the Caspian. 

‘Me, Wood further said that during his recent journey to Khoi the Valinhd saw 
waggons Inden wit nd that His Royal Highness is irritated with the Sadr-i-Azam, 
nd is writing to warn the Shab against the actions aud attitude of his Highness. It hus 
been admitted to Colonel Temple by Baron Teherkassow, of the Russian Consulate- 
General at Meshed, that there is the intention to construct a railway to ‘Tabrecz, AML 
things considered, my impression is that we may expect new developments to take place 
before long 

‘On the 28th December we were informed by the Sadr-ieAvam that he daily expected 

« addressed on the subject: of the renewal of the Railway Convention by the Russian 





No, 7. 


The Marjuess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor, 

». A.) 
ee? Foreign Office, January 9 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 27 of the 26th ultimo, I transmit to your 

-xcolloney copies of three further letters from the India Offiee on the subject of tho 
reported alyance of a Turkish force towaxds Dthali,” in the Amiri country 

"The carly history of the British relations with the Amiri and other tribes in the 

siourlivol of Aden will be found in the printed Memoranda, of which copies aro 
inclosed,t and a further Memorandum sont herewith eonta is of a corre 
spondence which took place in 1895 on the subject.t 

Your Excellency will observe from the India Offiee letter of the 26th December 
that, in the opinion of the Secretary of State for India, it would tye expediont that: the 
Resident at Aden should address io the Goyernor-Genoral of the Yemen a letter of 
protest against the advance of ‘Turkish troops into the Amiri country, and also that 
the necessity for arresting this advance should he represented to the Porte, 

quest that your Execlleney will furnish me with your opinion as to the 
y of taking’ these steps. 

With regard to the question of assuming a Protectorate over the Amiri tribo it 
would, in my view, be elearly better to avoid doing so, if Turkish aggression ean be 
stopped, as lias been done before, without resorting to such a measure, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY, 





* Sve Patt [, Now. 184 and 188.; and anto, No. 2 cre 
} Memoraudumn, November 14, 1872; ditto, October 2, 1486, + Not printed. 


Talc ae 








No. 8 


Major Sykes to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received January 12, 19 


(No. 10.) 
My Lord, Birjand, Septenbe 

T HAVE the honour to report my return to Birjand, after having made a thorough 
‘examination and a survey at 4 miles to the inch of most of the northern portion of the 
Province of Kain, A plane table form is attached,® which shows the amount of work 
done hy the able surveyor attached to me, while it also indieates the route followed. 

Tn oriler to economize as far ax possible, only were engaged, and the 
‘eamp was moved in four or even five divisions, by which arrangement the cost of tran 
port vas trifling, and travelling slowly as I did, the country surrounding the various 
Camps was explored, while, by my presence, L was able to supervise the survey work and 
afford the necessary moral support, a surveyor not being as popular as a doctor in the 
Bast. 

Birjand was quitted some days after the departure of M, de Stroeff, the Russian 
Dragomnn, and Duruksh, 40 miles to the east-north-east, was the first important centre 
‘at which we stopped. 

Tying at an altitude of 7,000 feet, it is the contre of the famous carpet-veaving 
industry, and also of a large district which has hitherto reniained unexplored, although 
Duruksl itsell has heen visited by one or more travelle 

We were welcomed most cordially by the leading family of the village, whieb, it is 

to note, is of Royal Sefavi descent, waits from the shipwreek of that famous 
ig the eighteenth century. 

From Durukih the surrounding country was surveyed, while some of the looms 
were inspected, They number 460 in the distriet, and 200 in Daruksh itself, but almost 
all the master weavers use aniline dyes, although by so doing there is Tittle or no savi 
in expense, but less trouble and time are requisite. One or two of the best weavers still 
Keep ta the imperishable vegetable colours, and told me that a steady rea 
settinse in ayainst the aniline dyes, in consequence of many complaints, 

The carpets, which do not vie with those of Kerman in beauty or design, are 
bought by Tabreezi merchants and mostly exported to Vienna, so Twas informed, 

When 1 inquired why none were scnt to Europe vii Bunier Abbas, the greater 
expose of transport was tirged, but, possibly, the better quality of the Kerman earpet 
may: be the reasons 

‘A few days alter my arrival at Duvaksh Las joined by Lieutenant Wyatt, Rud 
and «hoypital assistant, ‘They had travelled along the route from Quetta, and it 
remarkable tht they did not break down fYom the appalling heats the account the 
gave of it shows that during the stanmer the route is practically impassable, 

When the district round Dugus ad been. tiled nyse muebeil north to Shale 
khin, which was the chief village of the district until comparatively recently, 

‘Whe whole country is high aud fairly open, while everywhere are hamlets, so that it 
forms a desirable summer retreat, as a strong north-easterly wind blows during the two 
hottest months. 

AL Kain tle temperature was considerably higher, but the site is of great 
antiquity, and és stated to be the Artacoana visited by Alexander the Great, who, in all 
probability, marched south along the road we hind followed, 

Front neat Kain, Lieutenant Wyatt, at my request, and with the sinetion of 
Legation, proceeded to Kerman, where a Russian doctor from Askabad is again installed. 
While as from the survey it appeared that the range to the north of 
watershed, as shown on the latest official map, hint was piereed by a gorge that carried 
off all the drainage of Nimbuluk, 1 determined to explore that distriet, and take the 
survey tip to the imnportant range that forms the northern boundary of the province. 

in addition to the geographical importance of this piece of work, which is enbanced 
by the fact that, the Couneil of the Royal Geographical Society is preparing, in eonjune~ 
ion with the War Ottice, to bring out a new map of Persia, Lhave been struck by the 
fact that, both politically aud strategically speaking, this range would form a most satis~ 
factory boundary between British and Russian zones of influence if, in the future, some 
such arrangement be unavoidable or desirable. 


* Not printe. 


t) 


From the political point of view it isin the same Tatitudo as the northern watershed 
of the Hemant Basin, which, it may be accepted, is our minimum share of Western 
Seshanistan, while it separates two Persian provinces by the best of all boundaries—a 
rugged range of hill. a : : 

TJefond this, the atrategical strength of Kain is remarkable, in which connection T 
would genture ¢o refer to the attached sketch, in which the various pusses are 
show t. gs No.2, lying between Ganabad and Tun is a narrow long pass, which I visited 
i 1805, but as there is no direet connection between it and Nimbuluk, itis of little 
it lance. 
impor nes, 2, known as the Guday-i-Bennah (Dinar in the official map), is as easy 
oss to defend, and haa soveral hamlets on or close to the track, while Pass No. 
Posted ore direct, Dut there is no village util Bidukt be reached, a distance of, 
eniaps, 80 miles, ‘This pass is known asthe Gudar-iSuleimani, whieh is a corruption 
eer Ey ani, an important village some 12 miles to the south, Most of the through 

| as opposed to the pilgrims’ earavans, uses this route 

Bae Res, the Cudari-Abbasabad, lies mainly through desert, amd was much 
patronized by tive ‘Turkomans in their frequent forays 5 our interest was ‘enbaneed by the, 
Patrctiat ou guide, when a lad, had. been carried off along this very track by a party of 
Het man-steaters, but he bad had the good fortune to eseape when near Herat, 

Paes Nos, 2,3, and d unite at Khidri, which, with Dasht-i-Pinz, is of considerable 
imprtanee, tir ated populations aggregating, priaps 3,000. Passes Nos, 8 and 4 
fre not shown ou the oficial map. ? 

Tallin to. the south are three routes, tle most westerly of which is the main road 
to Bigand; the hills bounding Nimbuluk’ to the south-west are crossed. at i 
Khai afer descending from which the open plain to the west of the Kain ranges is 
reached, i 

itive Meshed-Kain road apparently used to cross the Gudar+i-Gaud, os that vag the 
route traversed by the Sistan Mission ; itis, however, dificult pass, and, on its northern 
Tae, the track svinds round clay hills Hhat rain would render impracticable, | Nowadays 
Fractieally the whole trafic runs through the DahmiasieKarlab, which, as its mame 
Toles; & a gorge, winding for inany miles through rugged hills, Strange to sayy none 
of this appears in the official map. é 

Mo the north-east of Kain, the Chang-i-Kalak pass, leading to Khaf was 
wit it is equally iiypracticable, aud mainly runs through desert, «0 that the 
vy which is watered by twelve or more  kanats,” and, even now, supports 
‘about as strongly defonded by nature as could be desired, two ranges 
reat alta, While the caster flank is were by only yo rotight 

losed. 


Which is of minor importance, have 
been visited by m cod, $o that, in ease of need, our 
geographical knowle 

From Dasht 
survey purposes. 

‘Tie village of Sclideh, half-way between the two towns, is the centre of the followers 
of Agha Khan, who number 1,000 families in this district, all giving a tthe to Heir 
religious leader. 

‘The reptesentative of Agha Khan is a young man abont 39, Morad Mirza by 
name, who was most friendly, and indeed, this somewhat despised sect is not without 
importance in this proviuee frou our point of view, 

"Miiroughout my’ tone all the various members of the party’ have been generally well 
received, while every important centre has been visited, so that I venture to hope that 
the political effect inay be considerable, as no pains were spared to get into touch with 
all classes of the population. 

T have, &, 
(Signed) Y. MOLESWORMH SYKES. 
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No. 9. 


Sit M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received January 15, 1900.) 


(No. 116, Secret.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, December V4, 1899. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a Memorandum 


concerning an offer made to the Tmperial Bank of Persia b .ction of the Persian 
Government. 


‘In consideration of a loan of 70,000/., ab 12 per cent., secured on t! 


customs revenues, the Persian Government offered, in case of default, to give the Bs 
control over the southern eustom-houses. 


‘The Bank was unable to accept the conditions, as they had alrendy lent to the 
Persian Government all the money allowed by their Concession. 

jovernment has. siuee represented to the Russian Legation that 
Linder Russian law interest at the rate of 18 per cont, is illegal, and the debt which it 
was desived to transfor from the Russian to the Imperial Bank now pays interest at the 
ordinary rate of 12 per cent. i 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) Wf, M. DURAND. 


Inclosure in No. 9. 


Menoranium respecting the Ofer of Coneral of S. Customs to the Inyeriat Bank of Persia. 
(Secret) 
ON the 16th November the of the Tmperint Bank of Persia receive 
enimuntetion tons M. Naus, the Divotor of the Persian Customs, to the following 
‘Nhe Persian Government owed the Bank of Moscoys the sum of 70,0001, secured. 


‘On the customs, and paying interest at 18 por cent. ‘They wished to pay off this debt 


dy horvowing a like sain from the fmperial Bank at 12 por cent. 
ropiid in monthly instalments of 10,0002, seotred on thie general customs revenues, 
swith, but aftor, the Loan of 1892. Tn default of regular payment of the instale 
iments, the Imperial Bank would be given control over the following eustom-houses :— 

Vorsian Gulf ports (yield this year, 50,0001,), Muhammeral (3,0001.), Kermanshiah 
(20,000), Shiraz, Kerman, and Yezd (21,0001), Isfahan and Kashan (12,0001) 


The loan would be 


fed that the total customs revonues amounted this year to 300,000 
80,0001. over last yeu's Retnens), and that the estimate for ne: 
‘when the southern customs would be taken over, was 400,000, 

_ The offer was refivred to the Directorate of the Imperial Bank in London, who 
Goeided that the Concession of the Imperial Bank did not allow the Bank to advance 
thie stim of 70,0001, to the Persian Government, as the limit fixed for the indebtedness 
of the Porsian Government to the Bank was one-thind of the paid-up capital, a limit 
whieh had «already heen reached. 


No. 10. 


Sir M. Durand to the Maryuess of Salisbury —(Received January 15, 1900.) 


(No. 117) 


‘My Lord, Tehran, December 14, 1899. 


T HAVE tho honour to inclose herewith a Memorandum concerning the intention 
of the Persian Government to take over the direct control of the southern customs, 
commencing on the 20th March, 1900. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) i. 


nu 


Inclosure in No. 10. 
Memorandum respecting the Control of the Customs of Southern Persia. 


< the frst weok off September, AM. Naus, the Belgian Director-General of the 
Pers i cela Adminis j mn, stated to Mr, Spring-Iice that the Persian Govern- 
Persian Uo considering. the advisability of taking over the diswct administration oF the 
ment were comtoms after Nuruz, ‘The seheme at that time under consideration 
Southem ostepression of the customs station at Muhammerah, | Ships would 
ed ioe one examination at Bushire where import dutios would he’ levied 
SRA Be expressed the hiope that the British authorities in the south would express an 
opinion on this propos i 
pinionon this propossl. ty sentto the Resident at Bushixe who replied strongly 
ng the proposal on the grounds that it would ruin the Karun trade ronte, 
Cnn A hapose new and. heavy butens on trade, and would also be detrimental 
that ie woMtareste af tho Sheikh of Mubammerah, M1, Naus was immediately 
informed soit Noveniber, M. Naus stated that the selueme for the suppression of the 
Mubeumorah enstoms station had been withdrawn. The proposal whieh hd been 
approved by the Persian Government was to the following effect += 
‘Tin Persian Government should take over the direet administration of the southern. 
customs (including Kermanshali) as has aleendy been done with the northern districts. 
Hee Aiicials would be employed for the purpose of general superintendenceas an 
peace money arrangement would be made with the Sheikh of Mulammerah, whic, 
fr adaition to the remission of the annual rent, which he now paid, would reecive an 
in atte scoured on the customs, A customs station would be maintained “on 
the Karan either at Muliammerah « other port deemed more suitable, ‘ 
AL, Naas expresseil confidence in the Karun route which he said he hoped in 
tho interests of Persia to sew opened up to a greater extent then liad hitherto been tho 
ease. 





No. 11. 
Sie Mz Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury-—{Receided January 15, 1900.) 


119.) 
y Lond, Tehran, Decevnber I, 18 
“ WITIL refer yy telograut of toalay, I have the honour to indlose herewith 
a Memorandum re dy held by the Sudr-i-cgam to the Manager 
$f the Bank, Mr, Spring-Rice and Colonel Pieot, relative to the financial position of 
Persia, 

Your Lordship will observe that the Persian Government, seems to have beon 
ignorant of the watten assurance given in 1897, relative to the southern ports. 1his 
Highness has now been supplied wit 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) M1. M, DURAND. 


SSS 


Inclosure in No. 11, 


Memorandum respecting the Financial Position of Persia. 

ON the 9th Docember Mr. Maclean, Acting Manager of the Tinperial Bank of 
Persia, called by appointment on the Sadr-i-Azm, who nade a statement to the 
following effect :— 

He had heen informed from St, Petersburgh that Mr, Hardinge had expressed an 
objection to a joint Ioan on the ground that the Southern Customs were already 
pledged for the Regie Loan, ‘This was a new instance of the opposition England was 
alwags offering to the loan, and he much regretted it. Tle went on to say that when, 
on his return to office in August 1898, he found that a loan hind been accetod to, He 





Trill] IT 
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from Meshed of preparation: vay from Askabad. He had sent the reports 
tr the Sal-Asany who was ii camp with the Shab, and had received onlers to send 
Ris con the Moushit-cl-Mulk to inquire at the Russian Legation what these various 
ae ole teat. Iie son bad heen given an. appointment by: the Russian Minister 
for tlie next day, ind Ke hoped to have some light thrown on the subject, 
Ti-was obssrved that Ie had not mentioned Tabriz. Had he received any news 
as to Russian proceedings of a similar nature in that neighbourhood + His Exceiency 
Phat ies het weecived a teleseam from oueof his offleials to the effect that, Russian 
ws had come to Tabriz, and hail gi had been sent to make 


i Tt was 
pointed out that the «¢ administe f of the 


Persian Government, it was difficult to underst ingot these inquiries. ‘Th 
nid-Dowleh, replied that lie was at « loss to offeran explanation, but he hoped 
the matter would he cleared up by the visit ‘of his son to the Russian Minister 

Tle several timos repeated his assurances in the most positive mannes, and he also 
said that he could not see how ra y schemes of a serious nature ould mtem~ 
plited without the leave of tle Persian Government being obtained. 

‘On the 7th December Mr. Spring Rice called at the Foreign Minister's house, 
and gked, avith reference to the previous conversation, whether the Moushirud- 
Dowleh could give him any further mformation- 

is B fy roplied that his son had been unable to call at the Russian 
five hut that the Rissian Minister ht come himself and had stated that he had 
id no information from his vernment relative to the dispatch of Russian 
‘eineers, tliat he, would telograph to St. Petersburgh to inquire as to w 
Tad been sent to M od and Resht, and that he would inform the Persian Goyern- 
nent of the reply which he aight receive 
It was observed that Colonel Sarkhans was nett 
on received by the Ioir Apparent, and where he appear 
poration on an estensive scale in the directions of, Kly 
Toran Government mentioned the subject to the Russian Legation & 
‘Whe Moushiv-ud-Dowleh stated, in reply, that he was without information on: this 
subject wv telegram fi cypher Ia arrived the day before. from the Kai 
iiiig, but he hid heen unable to deeypher it; perliaps it referred to the matter in 
question, Tn view, However, of certain rumours, he had called the attention of the 
Herat sfinistor to the subject, M. Arayropouto hind replied that he had already 
mphied to the Governor of the Catieasts to ask for explanations, 

ME Spring Rice sail that the explanation, openty given out, by the Tussi 
ConsukGoneral. at Tabriz was that the Russian Government were about to take ov 
theGustoms Administration of the northern district into their own hands. ‘This state- 
ment Wi nized by his Excellency as absolutely false, On the contrary, the 
Whole Castomns Administration of Rersin would shortly he taken by the Goverament 
to thoit direet control, and. they had no idea of relinquishing any part of if But 
Hae Russian Government wished to. collect information as to the exact value of the 
Thorthem Customs with a view toa possible loan, and were making insur 

Th eonelusion, he could deny in the most positive and formal manner the rumour 

Jated. between the two Governments empoworing Russia to 
exclusive right. of railway construction, 

‘contrudieted in the European press. 
on the Sade-Azam, who had just 


called on the Sadr 


south. 


ing pare 
bed. 
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ithe reply was that the Russian Goveramont was contemplating the possibility, 
ae reply was Tithe seurty of Hhe Norther Customs, aid Wish To ave 
of advan ng Tegant teeta and (6 1S ZAGER OF a So, inthe north 
He had recently heard of the a ival of further parties of ineers, and une again, 
‘sent to inquire of the Russian Leaation, but he had not yet r¢ eived an aie He 
Tiis Highness was jnformed that, in view of the rumours w bel ‘ee Man 

jhed in the foreign press, and whieh were current in the country, to the effec 

Hyad been genmited an exclusive Concession Ie the construction of railways 

ver Persia, south as well as north, it hecame a duty to remind him that Her 
Afajesty’s Government, while looking With favour on any attempt on the part of 
Tania to improve her resourecs or means cof communieation, would regard in a 2104 
eros Hight any grant to 2 foreign Lower Of exclusive or preferential railway nights 
1a mes, the was folly avvare of! this, and quite, undesstond the 
it Her w Government, As to the runaour in question, the Foreign 

‘d that he officially and categorie y dan that any Agi 

hee mis heganding railways existed between Russia. iy Persia except thitt which 
aoe Bt iT tenelded that that Agreement, which precluded the construction 
pire next ye rEho gewut of Conccssions for railway Vetraction, liad not been 
adand that he had not been approa uel by the Russian Legation on the subject 


AN fee o engineers Un igh 
asked liow hie could explain the presener of these engineers under a higl 
iRuscon alficial, ie said that oe was unable to zine any ¢ planation exeept that Russi 
Rausiamto be ready with a sclieme of railway. eonsfruction ‘vhen occasion offers, tat 
see then the present Agreement expt » am 

On oe iy December the ‘ ister for Foreign Affairs rope! ld the assurances: 
ceiver by the Sadr-Azam iy an even amore positive form, chivactesizing the ements 
published in the wT liieh wero current in he country: as a Les 
rile al vac vas eatied to the fact that che ames and proceedings 
of the engineers exactly “with the statements published long ago iy the 
Russian newspapers, wii en was at one time that the Northern 
Autos district was about to be taken over, and a4 Tnothor time that tho surveys were 
Cit ection with the Mining Concession. ‘The Moushin-wl-Dowleh said that he was 
quite aware of this, — 
=o On tls ee days te conversation with Str. Spring Rice, 
the Moushir-al Mulk, th son, remarked + “However much we wish 
to object, we cannot prevent the Tus to survey in any part of 
‘the country.” 


— 
Inclosure 2 in No, 12. 
Memorandum on Railicays in Azertijan. 


TLE tiuity ofthe Concession granted: totho» Rurslan Mining Compe 7 
fro Se Aes to Maranon ie weet oud Ane on the ona en en ab 
fron the Avrmscruct roads or, tablish ay anoane of omtuauniestion STS! to 
facilitate the mining operations. 


iyjis maight, justify the: Company in. building a xaileny 49 the & al flelds near 
abstr nad trom Sabri vit Mara te the Russian frontior at Shabtakht, whieh is:the 
uly practicable route for a railway. ‘This would not Thowever, include a railway to 
Kivi.” ‘ 

Lie“ Askabad” newspaper stated: in September tast that oy ney would, 
Mieave Ste Petersburgh with instructions to survey for railways from Waku to 
leans St Petibea,” On the 12th October the same paper stated Het the 

akncer of Persian Railways,” XM. Sakhansky, was onganizing Parties of engineers for 

work on surveys to and i ‘A-sum of 204,000 roubles had been allotted for 


‘Suan, Diver of Custos, wo dated the Concession, saya the cpscenniues re the right of 
ang vallenyse if ncceary,angebere mihin tte Tite of thir Copomion nok psi hove iit 
December V4, 1899. 





ee eee 
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this purpose, including 20,000 roubles for surveys to Bushire. ‘The routes to be 

yed wero as follows 

1, From Karaklis vid Erivan to Wabriz, with a braneli vid Khoi to Urmiah, 

2. Fron Alt, on the ‘Trans-Cancasian Railway, along the west shore of the 

ispian {0 Resht, 

3, From Eviakl, on the ‘Prans-Caueasian Railway, to Tabriz. 

At the end of November the agent of the Imperial Bank at Tabriz stated that 
M. Sakhansky had arvived at Tabriz, was possessed of over 200,000 roubles, which, 
according to his own statements, was to be spent Iway svrveys, and ths 

4s him and all the necessaries for a Jong journey, Tt y 
‘Vabriz that the surveys would extend to Bushire. 


clear that the natural route from Tabriz or Urmiah to the Gulf is vi 
r Kiwtin, A line to Bushire would neces 
to avoid the mountains.) 


the 
nOUS UXpense 


same time Hor Majesty's Consul-General at ‘Cabri 


vod Dori (th vith 
dy the Valinkd and the 
or, and had sti ‘ing for raib 
inh, tnd to Sujhor xt subsequent 
that the Persinn Gove nd come to a secret agreement with Russia, 
securing to hen a preferential i nstruct railways all over Persi 
had passed hetwoon the Sadye\zam and the GovernorsGeneral on the subj 
that he expected to be soon in x position to give ne 
‘This information vas repeated to om Enibass 
suggested that the engincors wer 
abriz. cond 


Mr, Hardinge 
nz Company to inspeet the 
hh the mines by n light railway. 


denies that they haye visited the coal mines at all. (‘Dhe 
mines have already heer: surveyed, aud it is quite possible that the ensincems have 
beon sent out in with the Mining Concession, but also with f 
nstiuctiony from the Government for extended surveys in Azoyhijan, ot  « 
trthor,) 
Me Rssian Consul-General himself explained the proceedin 
by stating that the Persian Govermnont had eeded the Customs di fd 
‘statement which M. Naus, the Director of the Customs, Administration, 
to he quite false, 
ihe hove fitarmation eomesponds with that recived by the turkish Einbassy 
# the proceedings of the Russins in North-west Persia with 
yy asa railway to Sujhoulnk would tin the Turkish position at Bitlis and 


Consiit-General Wood has, throuzh a secret source, been informed of the 
Tons which nro said to have pussed hetween the Sude-Azam and the 
aL aid the Valishd, Acconting to Mr. Wood's information, the two 
al for instructions tions 1 to how the two engineers were to be 
received, ‘he Sude-Azum * repliod to the Governor's. rep 
{he cifoct that the Russians would be allowed. to eonstrat 
Sh cli chit of line int tho districts 
ks. he Governor 
Ml Concession, though the Sade. ted it to him, 
Woail was also informed that no Concessions for. railways axe roads would 
pe deanted to the British either trom BundeAbbas or Bushine to any part of 
Po 


Hronin sceiut souvee it is learnt here that an impostant momber of the Court party 


had received an offer From a Ri Company of a large: 
Shah shonld be induced to grant a Concessior 
‘Whe eourtior refused fo entertain the matter. 


stim on condition that the 
m for a railway from north to south, 





Ww 
No, 13. 
ir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 15, 1900.) 


(re on ‘ Tehran, December 14, 1809. ; 
see i Yo: 5 f 5 oe or, 

* WELL refer to your Lordship’s telegram No. 54, of the 8th December, 
Aa eRan cor aan: herewith a Memorandum relative to 
tops now being taken for the withdrawal of the illegal notes, ‘ 

Wheat owaful notion as already Ween taken at Bushliw (shough even, thot tho 
iogal notes are not all withdrawn). At Shiraz tho grievances of tho, population 
ainst the local Imperial authorities lave led to serious disorders, wh a anak 
diet to followin that town the procedure which as been succesfully follow fn 
Uhslie, “But itis to bo hoped shit on the restoration of order withdtaval will be 
commenced. At Tspahan the Governor is personally intorsted in the issues ol 
hotes, and their withdrawal will be more diffieult; but as yet the issues aro on a 
a i Pen Cover tent a ynee abs Aline th sa tie Bank in its endeavours 
to puta end to this grievance by private arrangement but i ists yet too early to 
pronounce as to the siecess of their endeavours, as to which a further Report will he 

addressed to your Lordship. 7a 


(Signed) I, M. DURAND. 


Inclosure in No. 13, 
Memorandum respecting he Withdrawal of Uleyal Notes (Bijecks) 


IN a previous M 
Government: hiad bs 
danger to commerce, and that. the 
out the above decision was this. 
funds sulficient to redeem them, 


‘Trading Compan xl the MY 
ee ihe atraais Gear n-cenaineaan money on commercial bills, ‘The bills 
tisfactory the sum asked for was advanced, and the ill 
withdrawn. ; 
of the Afanner of the Bank n 8 e9 alll 0 

fr-uleMulk, the son of the Fo ter, and communicated to him 4 

Ane described, and suggestin 
jors of Bushire and Shiraz to the followin 


1. ‘The Governor of Bushite shoulil he directed to let it bo publicly known that 
the hijecks were withdrawn from cireulation, amd that the issue of hank notes except 
f the Imperial Bank was forbidden, 
ree Tn GOWEGE CF SNCS aiid Ue NGC ON WHA Te taken place at 
nd should he instructed to nse every effort to induce the Shimz Company 
to withdraw its notes, Tn this way the ground would be prepared for the agent ot 
the Imperial Bank should he see his way to offer the Government the necessary 
cuni: istance, 
Perit vas explained to. the Mushic-ul-Mulk that: by following this course th 
Persian Government vould syoid further controversy with the Legation. Th 
would he acting solely in the interests of Versian commeree, and the solution arrived 
at would be of an amicable nature, involving no conilict between foreign and Persian 
i ts. ‘ 
‘alerthe Miniter for Foreign Ataira ub lwently informed the Legation that 
telegrams liad beentdispatched as euggested, and that the bijecks had. heen withdrawn 
[1383] F 





1s 


St Bushire and were being withdrawn at Shiraz. On inquiry at the Bank it now 
franspires that the withdrawal is being proceeded with at Bushire, though it is nob 
complete, but has not yot been hegum at Shiraz, at which latter place the Governor is 
at present quite powerless on account of a popular demonstration i 

local taxation. Nothing ean be done at present at 
issue is now inconsiderable, the Gove 

ding Bank, denies that he las re 

the subject of withdrawal. 
ment with His Highness, 


himself interested 
¥y instructions from the Government on 
The Bank hopes to settle the matter by private 


e arrange. 





No. 14. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of 


(No. 128:) 
My Lord, 

T HAVE the honour to inclose hei 
quarintine in the Persian Gulf, 

AST had the honour to inform your Lordship in my telegram No. 08 of the 1Sth 


ipsfant the question of establishing a quarantine station at Ormus is now occupying 
the attention of the Persian Goverment, 


Sulishury.—(Received January 15, 1900.) 


‘Tehran, December 19, 1899, 
th a Memorandum on the subject of 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) "Tf, M, DURAND. 


_—$————— 
Tnelosure in No. 14, 
Mennorundum respecting Quarantine in the Persian Gulf. 


‘NITE, question of the establishment of a quarantine station at Ormuz seems to 
‘ously occupying the attention of the Persian Government. 

afement: made in conversation hy Johapnis Khan (an_offieial in 

especially dopnted for work connected with this subject). the 

ration made some time ago a request on belialf of Turkey that the Turkish 

flog should be flown on the lazaret: when established at Ormuz, and ‘Turkish guards 

stationed there, ‘This request the Persian Government at once refused, then 

(said Johannis Khan) the quostion had been debated as to whether Ormuz, or a place 

on the mainland (as the late ‘Shah desired) should be chosen for the site of the 
lazaret, 

Tt had been finally decided that it would be wiser to fix on Ormus, as, if a 
station was established! on the maintand, the Board of Health at Constantinople 
would probably themselves bein work on the island. 

Telinnals Khan stated UA all the Pacene eenk England had addressed the 
Persian Government on the subject, and that Great Britain was more interested in the 
question than any other Power. 

‘The Minister of Foreign Affairs has several times alluded to the question, and 
asked for any information which could he afforded him relative to the vost of 
vstablishing a quarantine ylation, He was supplied with approximate figures (given by 
Hex Majesty’s Resident at Bushire), Ie seemed to think the Persian Government 
could undertake the required expenditure, but the main difficulty would be the 
question of a ship. A guard-ship was declared necessary, but the Persian Governe 
ment had no vessel to spare, Could the Indian Government lend a ship on which the 
Persian flag could be hoisted? ‘The request has been communieated to the Tndian 
Government, 

In view of the great cost of a quarantine station (such as Camaran), the Moushire 
tul-Dowleh was advised not to begin serious work, but to make a show of building, and 
to hoist a flag or send a fow guards, so as to be in occupation when the establishment 
‘at Camaran yas finished, and the attention of the Board of Health, at Constantinople 
tured to the Persian Gulf, 


‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs was quite aware that the administration of 
quarantine in South Persin was being jealously watched, and that it was most neees 
sary, In onler to prevent the question of Ormuz being brought prominently forwand, 
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itish and Persian authorities should contially co-operate’ in 
Tate aes possible. He had, he said, sent’ instructions in th 
Sich instructions are the more necessary as a. dispute has arisen in oy eee 
claim of the Persian doctor at Bushiny to interfere in quarantine administration (a 
claim. which is quite unvarranted), andthe Brits an Persian authorities have bee 
aque do their best to effect a peaceable settlement. de ee 
ee held recently if Dr. Vaume, in conversation with Mr. Spring- 
Rice, it appears that as soon as the Camaran station is finished (that is, deed 
ashalf or two years) work will be Begun at Oru, and that Dr; Yaumne intel 
magement of the station. ae 
ST eet reer Khan seemed to regard the matter as within the sole 
competence of Persia and ‘Turkey. ‘The Italian Minister, who has Seon. throughout 
in communication with the Persian Gaverninent a to the Venion Convention, thought 
the uskish Government’ were justified in thein demand, and that the Board ol 
Health of Constantinople must éventually take on the entire management of the 
station. P ee Real 
is possible that the reason of the interest now taken by the Persian Govern- 
sea Fire cat of Ormuz may he not only their fens of Turkish aggression, 
Int thei desiro to be free of the present system, by which, the management o 
quarantini pineal (singe 1806) in the hands of the British authorities, 
Tho views of the Indian Government (eommunieated by telegram, on the 9th 
December) are “that the matter’ (of the station) “should remain in abeyance. 
~ « If, however, the question is raised, the Tndian Government will press that 
n medial officers should contol or be associated in the work, Their advieg to 
ersian Government is that they should’ make theit own quaraatine as complete 
as possible; giving se for raising. the question of the Orman station, ai 
the question is raised, that they should heartily support the view of ‘the Taian 
Government for control of the station by Indian medical officers, They are strongly 
opposed! to the demand for a foreign flay or foreign guard at Ormu re 
Nothing, however, lias as yet heen said to the Persian Goyernment as to the offer 
of medlical assistance, as such offers, if made spontaneously, might make thom imagine 
that we wished to oblain control of the island ourselves, 





No. 15, 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Satishury—(Received January 15, 1900.) 


Wein ‘Tehran, December 20, 189, 
THLAVE the honour to transmit to. your Londship herewith the usual Monthly 
Summary which has been drawn up by Licutenant-Colonel Picot, Military Attaché to 
this Lexatio 
T haye, &e. 
(Signed) H. M, DURAND. 


Tnelosure in No. 15, 
Sionthly Summary from November 16 to December 18, 1899, 


Tabriz —Her Britannic Majesty's Consul-General at Tabriz reported that he had 
reason to believe that a secret agreement had been arrived at hetween Russia and 
Porsia, giving the former country the sole right of constructing railways in Persia. 

On the matter being mentioned to the Sadr-Azam, Mr, Spring Rice, First Seerotary 
at Hor Majesty's Legation, was given the most positive assurances both by the Prime 
Minister and the Koreign Minister that the only Convention now in force between 
Russia anil Persia was thst whieh would expire next years further, that Russia iad not 
yet approached the Persian Government with a view fo the renewal of the Con- 
vention, 

Tehran —Wer Majesty's Minister, Sir M. Durand, returned to Telwan ca the 14th 
December last, having travelled by the Luristan roail. His reception on every part 
of the journey was most cordial, 
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Tt would appear that the Shah's visit to Europe i 
_ Tt would appear tha als visi rope in the spring of 1900 has 
definitely: deeided on, the Sadr-Azam having expressed his ability to. provide. the 
ands. 
‘Ton new Belgian oflicials 
Administration of Pe 
M. Simais, who has been employed during th Cabri, is 
andi Simm ins. be ployed during the past year at Tabriz, is now 
tn route to take ap his appoin Ditector-in-chieF of the Customs of the Gulf. 
fe will shortly he joined hy several of the newly-engazed employ j 
Bushire-—The Foreign Minister has expressed the intention of at once raising 
the Island of Hormuz, and of taking the initial steps for the 
i of # quaruntine station at that place. 
Majesty's fonsul at Mohammerah reported on the 17th November I 
a te 7th November last, 
{ink har ba Broa, no eases of cholera at Bustah for thie weok mee of the 
ned in the demonstrations against the Resideney during the plague 
aperations at Bushire bnve been deporte, '* NesHteney ding the plagu 


and employés ave been engaged for the Customs 





No, 16, 


Consul Stovens to the Marguéss of Salisbury—(Received January 15, 1900.) 


(No. 82) 
My Loni, 


 L HAVE the hono lexandrops 


tan Nabil n Railway, whieh, as I haye 
eae eet 1 ith th ‘Tiflis—Kars line at 
iterate Porno es 
country 0 casi in raedar ihe Eero 
fee, on two p tcasian trunk line towards the Persian 


rom Baku along the const of the an Sea through Lenkoran to Asta 


to Tabre ra, With 


ion of 
ise also, Tabroez as the 


ois nitly heard, the mining rights scoured by Russia in Norther 
Persia extend ov GF $00,000 square vorsts foouto0 Pps 
She is to hiave the p » of inaintaining her troops in the dist 

Ways and ronds, of purchasing lands, and of organ 

administration within th tory she will thus sequin 


Thave, &e 
(Signed) P. STEVENS, 





No. 17. 


Andin Office to Forcign Office —(Received January 15.) 


THE Under-Sietetary of State for India. prese 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by divcet 
forvanls lerewith, for she infomation af. the Sencha ate 


in Government of’ India Foreign Seerviary’s letter, date 
respeeting the movemeiits of Mz Goguyers > sees 


India Office, Jnnwary 13, 1900. 


nts his compliments to the Under- 


i George Hamilton, 
ion of the Seeretary of State, copies of inelosure 


2Ist December, 1899, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 17. 
Livutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


ae Task, December 6, 1569, 

* THLAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of Tndia, 
a Confidential Memorandum which [ have drawn up regarding the movements of & 
Frenchman, named Goguyer, who has been residing for some months at Balirein, and 
referring algo to the presence of two Russian subjects at that pla A; 

Tam sending this letter and inelosure, under flying seal, to the Political Agent at 
Muscat, where M, Goguyer lias gone, and the Politieal Agent will furnish any further 
information he may have regarding the man. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) M. J. MEADE 
* Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 17. 


Memoranduin. 
(Confidential) . 

WHILE I was at Bahrein Mr. J. C, Gaskin, Extra Assistant Resident, who wae 
with me, reported certain facts which he had ont M, A. Goguyer, the 
Frenchman, who has been living at Bahrein for some months. = 2 

Tt appears that, though nominally there for purposes of trude, lie did very little, 

business, seldom left his house, and was chiefly engaged in writing. 
said to have offered the Sheikh 400,000 rupees for the lease (for one yen) 
of the Baliren customs, and when the Sheikh declined to accept his offer, he is 
reported to have described him as being a weak man, under English influence, and 
very different to the Sultan of Muscat, ‘who aid, 0 friend of Brance, He 
informed the people of Babrein that tho Turkish Empire will collapse in the course of 
the next three years, when the Sultan's dominions will be divided among, the Great 
Powers, He further siid that the Russian Government are determined to have 1 port 
in the Persian Gulf, and would take Bunder Abbas from Persia at the end of the 

. about the tth December, 1809, 

Goguyer left Bahrein for Museat on the 21st November, 1899, and hins, 1 
arrived at that place. It was supposed that he would yisit Lingah on 


Mahommed Abdul Wahab, the leading ‘Curkish merchant at Babrein, has been 
on very intimate terms with M. Goguyer daring 1d there fs no doubt that 
between them they influenced the against the British, ‘The Sheikh's wr 
Sheridar-bin-Ali, who is also a Turkish sympathizer, if not actually a ‘Turkis 
was also very intimate with the Frenclman, ant his expulsion from 
amdoubtedly an advantage for British interests, Abdul Wahab gave M. Goguyer a 
horse before hie left, which he took with him. 

‘Dhe two Russian subjects, whose ar 
are still there. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) M. J, MEADE, Liewonant-Colone 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Bahvein was reported some time hack, 


Jask, Deceniber 6, 1899, 





No, 18, 


The Marquess of Salishury to Sir E, Monson, 
(No. 30.) 
Sipe F Foreign Office, January 18, 1900. 
TILE Fronch Ambassador called to-day, and spoke of the’ proposed French coating 
station at Muscat, 
ae ase was yery emphatic in stating that the French Government 
5 G 
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no rights of sovercignty or property, and did not intend to hoist their flag. ‘They 
simply required a coal store on the same conditions as those upon which a similar 
store was held by Her Majesty’s Government. 

His Excellency said that there were three creeks which Major Fagan had admitted 
tobe“ dépendances” of Muscat. ‘These were Kelbon (which ismarked Kalbih on the 
accompanying map*), Ryam, and Sidab (which may he the place marked Siral-al 
Gharbi on the map). '. 

Sidab, M. Cambon stated, would not be suitable, but either of the others would 
meet the requi of the French Goyernm 

His Excellency was informed that I would request the Secretary of State for India 
Again to consult the Viceroy on the subject. z 

Lam, &e, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 19. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received January 19.) 
KG 9.) 
(Relegraphic.) P, ‘Tehran, Januar 

siaphic,) P. 5 vhran, January 19, 1900, 

GERMAN Minister us informed me that ho has been tol by the Sade-ieAvam that 

is now practically certain that the Persian Government, with the aid of Russia, will 

obtain money 

The Imperial Bank of Persia has been informed that the Shah is taking out of his 
private treasmy 60,000 Russian Imperials for the expenses to Europe. ‘ 





No, 20, 


Goverment of India to Lord G. Hanilton.—(Communicated by India Office, January 19.) 


(Seevet,) 
(ede 
YOUR telegram of the 11th January: Dthali. 
Bonibay Government have received further information from Aden, and now 
consider mmour of impending Turkish interference unfounded, Immediate repre~ 
sontations to Porto seom unnecessary, Despatch follows, 


January 19, 1900. 





No. 21, 


Sir N. O'Conar to the Marquess of Sulishury.—(Received January 22, 


sour 1, Coniidentia) 
My Lord, Constantinople, January 16, 1900. 
T LEARN that the Sublime Porte was asked a Tow dacs age bp thie’ Reesan 
sy to prepare the Ottoman authorities at Bussorah for the visit of a Russianeruiser, 
il iak,” now in Cretan waters, which it was proposed to send to the Persian Gulf, 
for io political reason, but merely to show the Russian flag. The Sultan has instructed 
the Poreign Minister to endeavour to move the Russian Ambassador to, prevent the 
cruiser proceeding on this voyage. Iis Excellency was to state that the time was 
inopportune for sue a demonstration, which might ereate a bad impression upon the 
\ratis, and have a disturbing effect gonerally. 

‘The * Giliak” is one of the two vessels which I understand were some time sinee 
ovdered by the Russian Govermnent to visit the Persian Gulf on their way to China, 
but it now appears that the * Gilink” only will be sent, and that the other vessel still 
romains in the Mediterranean, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. RB, O'CONOR. 





* Map in India Office, Septetaber 13, 1599, 
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No, 22, os 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Satishury,—(Received January 22.) 


(No.18. Confidential.) 
My Lond, : Constantinople, January 18, 1900. 

TN your despatch No. 4 of the 9th instant, your Lordship does me the honour to- 
ask my views on the question whether it is expedient, first, that the Resident at Aden 
Should address to the Governor-General of the Yemen a letter of protest against the 
advance of Turkish troops into the Amiri country, and, secondly, that the necessity for 
arresting this adyance should he represented to the Sublime Porte, 

"Mt the outset, [ would observe that the present aj to me to be an unfayour- 
able moment for bringing forsrard a question of this kind if it ean be avoided, anid that. 
it would certainly be preferable not to raise it unless it is clear that the action of the 
Ottoman fores in the Yemen is aggressive to a point thevatning the viet! indepen 
dence of the Amiri Chief and the possibility of his coming later on under the British 
Protectorate. 

Your Lordship is aware that the Sultan is part y sensitive in regard! to 
Arabia, He has recently ineurred a large expenditure of lifeand money in suppressing 
the rebellion in the Yemen. ‘The close proximity of the Amiri region to the 
seat of the Governor-General, would render a. discussion of the precise relations 
of Amiri with Aden extremely distasteful to this Government, and the information 
Which has lately reached me as to the present attitude of the Yemen civil authori 
had led me to believe that they were treating the various tribes of the country with 

‘onted consideration, in the hope of preventing a recurrence of hostilities, and that 
tere was therefore no special reason for apprehending that they were about to adopt 
a more forward. pol 

On this point, however, th tat Adon ix obyionsly in a better position to 
judge the situation, and, if h that the Yemen troops are really seriously 
threatenins, ° Amiri Chiof, [ see no reason why he shoul not, 
as on previons ocean cemior-Coneral that that Chief is under special 
engagemouts with Mer Majesty’s Government, and that any molestation of him 
or action calculated to interfere with the existing mrangemonts would he viewed 
by them with serious displeasure, 

As regards the advisability of my making a similay communication here, Tam 
disposed to think that it would he preferable to await, the result of tho Resident's letter, 
in case the Governor-General should be induced by it to restrain the progress. of his 
troops; but if th 


le to them on th 
isting state of thin; ion in question, and of provoking a disturbanee 
whieh might in future have serious consequences. 
T fully agreo that the furthor question of assuming a Protectorate over the Amitt 
tribe had better be avoided, at all ev 


hk, O'CONOR. 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 22,) 


DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
Torwands herewith, for the informnation of the Socretary of State, copy of a telegram 
tothe Vieeroy, dated the 10th Jannary, respe French coating’ station at Museat. 

Tdi Office, Janvary 20, 1900, 
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Inelosure in No. 23. 
Lord George Hamilton to the Government of India. 


(Telegraphi Jenuary 19, 1900, 
MUSCAT. Cambon is urging Foreign Office for settlement of coaling question. 

Ale objects to our offer to give them a Makulla, and renews their request for a 
site npon the simo conditions as those we enjoy in Museat Harbour. Cox's establish- 
‘ment at Muscat has improved our position there. Could the matter be referred to him 
for his opinion # 

___ the stand we iyam has been very uncompromising, and 
with every st now is i tier settled, it would be 
difficult 





No, 24. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 23.) 

‘TILE Under-Seoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Aifairs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the informati Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
Government of India Foreign Sccretary’s letter, dated 4th January, regarding 


STaonuary 22, 1900, 


Tnelosure in No, 21, 
Colonel Temple to Government of tulia. 


(tolographic.) Decenber 28, 1899. 
MEE Russian Consulate-Genoral interpreter is sail to haye told prominent 
Persians that the Russian Government have formed 9 comprelionsive scheme for the 
future of Khorassan, in which the Porsinn Government will be forced to aequiesee. 





No. 25. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Recetred January 


pn Tehran, January 23 
ATLA ‘ran, January 23, 1900. 


rabltts fected the following telesram ffom Her Majesty's Consul-General_at 
‘abre 

“The Nizwm-es-Sultaneh has been instructed by the Persian Government to give 
a denial to all fnguinies as to the existence of the Concession, and is to consider 
engincers as sinple travellers, and to refuse them escorts or audiences in that capacity, 
hese orders are to hold good for at least five months, and have been verbally eommuni- 
cated to the Russian Consul-General. ‘The latter protested verbally to the ellect that be 
and his Government would take care that the engineers should be treated as befitted them 
in view of the Concession which had been sealed aud signed by the Persian Gov 
Orders have been sent by the Nizam-es-Sultaneh to all places surveyed by the en: 
to the eflcet that all their works should be quietly deste a 


I 


No. 26, 
The Sadr Azan to General Mirza Mahomed Ali Khan —(Communicated January 24.) 


lation. 
eects 5 January 20, 1900. 

‘YOU are well aequainted with Inst year's affair of Banas-Lingal thet while T 
was still at Kum, and had not yet returnéd to Tehran, a certain Sheikh Mohammad, 
jn conjunction with Sayed Yousof, seized the opportinity of attacking Lingalt at « 
time when there was an absolute lack of every means of defence, and even the 
Governor and his lieutenant were absent from the town, which consequently surren- 
dered, anid was held for a few months by the assailants, who collected as much revenue 
and customs as they could, and plundered, as ruthlessly as possible, the helpless 
merchants of the Shiah sect, who reside there. 

With great inconvenience and much expense we repossessed ourselves of Lingah, 
Sheikh Mohamad fled, and on his way attacked party of merchants hound for 
Mecea, killing twelve Sayeds and leading morehants. He plundered tho party of 
large suns of money, and for a considerable time kept up a guerilln warfare wit 
troops among the mountains. We finally fled, and took refuge with Sh 
Chief of Ras-ul-Keimah, in Oman, who enjoys British protection, 

or since we liaye made repeated representations to Her Britannie M 
Legation, hut all in vain; in fact a direct reply even ns not reached us, 

‘A telegram has now arrived reporting that Sheikh Hamid, having collected a 
foreo, has started for the attack of Lingab, He has also addvessod a lotter to Sayed 
Mohammad, the Mudjtabid (head priest) of Lingabt, the gist of which is as 
follows :— 

+ You are aware that we are kinsmen with the Sheilhs of the tribe of Gonsm of 
Persia, It is our duty to protect each other. We waited long in vain for the 
Tmperial Government of Persia to show some favour towards Sheikh Mohammad, who 
was unjustly driven out of Lingal, We hoped that he would be sent for and intrusted 
With the government of the port. Our expectation has not been realized. We aro 
driven, therefore, to assist him, and are coming to restore him to his rights.’ 

Tt is corfain thnt the Sheikh could not have hnd the audacity to write such 
a Totter and take such a stop without receiving encouragement from some 
quarter. 

We have taken every necessary measure, and have issued orders for the dispateh 
of troops from the nearest points, and we look forwanl, with the help of God, to inflict 
fon the Sheikh what he justly deser 

‘At tlie samo time wo must make some representations to Her Britannic Maj 
Government also 

Tam commanded to commission you to wait on tle Marquess of Salisbury, and 
urgently request his Lordship to decide on one of two ¢ ther t 
Sheikh Hamid of Ras-ul-Kheimals, w 
under their protection, from taking: nction, and in addition to 
Punishment, nnd also to hand over to us our culprits, viz. Sheikh Mohammad ind 
Sayed Yousoff, together with their accomplices, as well as the equivalent of the 
aniounts collected by them from the revenues and customs, also the property of the 
merchants and above-named pilgrims from Lar, whom they have plundered ; 
the other liand, to say that Mer Britannic Majesty’s Government will exer 
responsibility in the matter, 

On the receipt of this assurance we shall know how to deal with the Sheikkhs of 
Omin, * 

Tt is but natural that our august Master is not pleased to see every now and then 
the frontiers of his dominions disturbed by rebellious movements on the part of 
contemptible Arab Sheikhs. Adequate troops will be dispatched to give them 
lasting lesson, anid destroy the germ of evil once for all. Hor Britannic Majesty's 
Government should, from th i ive us the promise that they will tint 
affonl them any protection nor use their good offices on their bebalf, 

Our august Master in vs put great faith in the friendship of Her 
Britannie Majesty's G to that fhith, expects of Lord 
Salishury’s ion and sense of justice not to place a higher value on the 

[ates H 








26 
lawless, plundering, and rebellious Sh 
of Persia. 

1 trust hhis Lordship will, on this occasion also, win our august Master’s gratitude 


by giving immediate orders for the suppression and castigation of Sheikh Hamid, and 
for the surrender to us of Sheikh Mohammad. 


icikh, than on the friendship of the Government 





No. 27. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand, 
(No. 5.) 
(Welegraphic) P. Foreign Office, Januar 

[GIVES substance of telegram communicated by Persian Minist 
24th January.) 

‘Please report to me the dates of any represontations which the Persian Govern 

may have made to you on this subject, whether you haye been in communication 
with the Government of India respecting it, and generally the circumstances of the 
case 80 fax as you know them, 





No. 28, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 24, 1900. 
LAM aivected by the Marquoss of Salisbury to transmit to you, to be la 


the wy of State for India, a copy of a felogram from the Sadr A 
deen comminicated by the P the pr 


Sheik Mohammad, who has been ati has taken rofage, ac 
panied by certain of his followers, with the ruler of Ras-uleKeimal, who ¢s under 
British prote 
It is further stated that the Shetkh Hamid of Ras-uleKeimah has eotleet 
for the purpose of attacking Lin w of reinstating Sheik 
ind the Persian quest Her Majesty’s Ge 
such action, and to surrender 
nit plunder respi 
A copy of a telegram which has boon sldvessed to Her Majesty's 
‘Velinan on the subject, is in 
to make immediate 
nnd to eau 
steps to he taken'as may be necessary to prevent Sheikh Hamid from attac! 
tonritory or ereating further disturbance. 
Lam, &c, 
Signed)" T, H. SANDERSON. 





No. 29. 


Sir M, Durnd to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receined Jinuury 25.) 


(No. 14) 
(elogeaphie.) 2. Tehran, January 25, 1900. 
THE Bakhtiari Chief who represents his tribe here paid me a visit the other day. 
‘was lately his guest in the Bakhtiari country, and have known him long, and believe that 
tie ts sineorely well-disposed towards us, He is also a strong supporter of the Sadr.ieAzam, 
who has always helped the Bakhtiaris against the Zil-es-Sultan, and he is very anxious te 
hg about a good understanding between his Highness and ourselves. He came to ue 
fer along interview with the Sadr-ieAzam and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, in the 
course of which he said he had become fully acquainted with the views of his Highness, 
He earnestly pressed me to show our friendliness by giving the Sadr-ieAzam a loan of 
2 oF 3 millions on easy terms without taking over the customs. Other Governments, he 
said, were ready to lend money on easier terms than we were, and he inquired what’ we 


+ No, 


should do if we found Russians installed in the ports of the Persian Gull, He assured 
soe thatthe Sadei-Azam was not yet hostile tous although the Railway Agresinent. hu 
been evened, but he sated that gur want of sympathy about a oan was, rapidly miki 
hm 05 and he urged that if Persia placed here under Russian protection, a» Bok! 
aud oer States ad done, the consequences would be for. us very serous, ‘He spol 
the possibility of Persia being used as a base of attack against I i Baluchistan, 
fand he gave me to understand generally that our action was driving the Sadr-i-Azam into 
the arms of Russia at very great risk to ourselves. He begged me to think the mutter 
‘over before it was too late, and to induce my Government to do so. as 
All this is practically’ a message from the Sadr-i-Azam, Unless the Sadr-i-Azam 
chould refer to it hinself, 1 would propose to take no notice of it. 


No. 30, 


Sir M, Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 26.) 


OO ae Tehran, January 26, 1900. 
ee ee ie atk Lordship's telegrazs No. 5, T have the honour to state as 
var bg iy absense on tour My Sprig Rc fleerap hes fellows to (is Veery ot 

‘on the Lith October : 
C vey Antrned tocliy ty ie Godt Asani (hak Sioteh Oftbohed. 480) Sod 
Yusui; who were responsible for the recent rising at Lingub, have escaped to the Arab 
is Majesty the 8 may return with 1 neve following, und hopes that 
ent of Tndia © stich steps ax may lie in theit power to prevent his 
view to a descent on Lingah.”” 

receiver! to this telegram, : 
Secretary of State for. Foreign Ath ¢ ff conversation, 
alluded to the matter about the end of October. Mr. 1 spoke to. the 
Minister for Foreign Affaies on the subjec jer that the Government of aes 
might be in a’ position to take effective steps, asked for further information, especially 
to the piace whiere Sheikh had taken refuge, The subject was never wientioned again, 

ny further information give : 
Se VG IA LITE Ca ay Retr MER Ke aco aeetiCh Aman nle 1 allusion to 
the subject, nor hae the Minister for Foreign Aifairs ever dono so in the course of the 
several interviews I have had with hit. ‘There is no letter on the subject in the 
Legation, and, except from yout Lordships telegram, we have never heard’ of Sheikh. 
Hamid. 





No, 31. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received January 27.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Mlnirs, and, by direction of Loxt George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the informati y copy of a Totter from. 
the Political Ave s Her, 1899, rewarding, 
the movements of M. Goguyer. 4 z= 

‘These papers are sent in original, and their early return is requested. 


Indin Office, January 26, 1900. 
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Inelosure 1 in No, 81. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


Sir, Muscat, December 16, 1899, 
THAYE the honour to forward a Memorandum regarding the movements of the 
French suspect (Coguyer) sinee his recent arrival in Muscat, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) P. Z, COX, Captain, 
Political Agent and Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, Muscat. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 81. 
Memorandum respecting the Movements of M. Goguyer, French Suspect in Muscat. 


(Confidential.) 

M. GOGUYER arrived in Muscat by mail-steamer from Bahrein on Saturday, 
the 25th Noveniber. He paid his respects to the Sultan on the following Monday 
the 27th. Nothing particular is believed to have transpired at the interview, ‘Th 
next morning (the 25th) His Mighness casually mentioned to the Political A 
Goguyer uurned to Muscat, and had’ visited hi a 

dei: “ What is his business ® He ealls himself a pearl mereliant, but he has doue no 
i K that is only a pretence, He said he was goi 


‘Tho Political Agent replied that Goguyer kad not 
reports had reached hin (the Political Agent) 
the Sultan was recommended to be eautious of him as a possible inte 
pie ultan in open Durbar on the Sth instant. ‘he 
Diagomin was present at the time, and Goguyer took his leave after a few 
small talk on general to 
his arrival he has been living in a native house which he rents from an 
Arab, and which is close to M. Ottavi's residence. According to my information, his 
sorvant ov confederate (HUN guyer when in Muscat before, has 
quarvetled with iin, and r Europe, . nied to by 
tayo Baluchi, i from ti He has 
done no bu i ve some patterns of cotton Eabries sold in 
the bazaar, i ont Europe on com 
‘Po ov th uit without much 
tish subject engaged 
yer: “ You tell every 
s it you trade in ?” 
‘er repliod that he was nt, and produced an illustrated price list 
ts fino-aurms, anid said Te a to take orders, Najaf asked im what 
ounb there would be on the listed prices, 3 i would not 
any, and from further questions with which he was plied, it became evident to 
of, who is am astute man of tie wsuyer had had no merwantile 
training and knew noth ks of the trade, Hee iy. told. lim 
(Goxuyer) that he was, san unsatisfactory person to deal with, and that he (Najaf) 
could do sntieli better without such a medivin, 
of the Gt a lo paljee Waljec, received a letter 
's less discount, in fayour of Goguyer from the « mptoir 
sil ’Eseompte de Paris” (Bombay brmch), his amount has not been diawn 
upon tp to to-day, the 16th December, 
Dining Goguyer’s absence in Balyvin M, Ottavi has once or twieo, 
conyersation with persons in Muscat, referred to hint as 
ession is fo the latter’s designs is as follows 
here at the beginning of this 
3 ish subjects which resulted from the * arms 
seizure, the ght pass to French subjects, but Goguyer failed to set any 
overs then, anil has failed to do so up to ow, as far as T ean a This return 
hore at this juncture was possibly due fo the faet that the Customs contmets 
wore falling in, and he thought of uisking overtures in this connection, whieh, 


20 


however, are sure to be fruitless, as the Sultan has time after time given out that he 


ol hare no Europeans connected with his Customs. iat 
wil ae ne urs very retired in his habits, seldom goes ouf, and sees very few 


(Signed) P. Z, COX, Captain, 
Political Agent, Museat. 


‘Muscat, December 16, 1899. 





No, 82. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Recetved January 27.) 


THE Us cretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Uniler- 
Se aay of Bat “for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
Fommards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of three lntore 
vom the Resident at Aden, of the 7th, Sth, and 9th January respectively, regavding 


affairs in Arabia. = Mes 
tee papers aro sent in original, and their early return is requested. 


India Office, January 26, 1900. 


Tnclosure 1 in No 
Brigadier-General Creayh to Government of Bombay. 


Sir, Aden Residency, an 7, 1900, 
: VE the honour to give below the following news from Al-Yemen— 

1 gran On the dot Shatin, 1317, Aahting took place between the Tus anil the 
Imam of Saada, and the latter took the Districts of Kufl Shamg and Balnd-al-Sharak, 
tis reported that the ‘Turks will for the future refrain from attacking the Imam. 

AL-Udeine—Sheikh Ali-Ba-Abdallah was sent for by the ‘Curks to como to Taiz 
with only fifty men, and he was told to bring at the same time all mms belonging to 

im snd his people. Te declined to obey this order unless he were pexmitted to come 
ie by, BOD men: oN A 

cari te daganaon fight took place between the ‘Turks and the Bent Naae and 

some of the DuMubarad, The arks are said to have lost twenty-five killed and itt 

while the Arabs lost sixtecn wounded, and it is not kuown liow many killed, 

‘abandoned the fort, which the Turks’ destroyed, and then returned to Taiz, 

taking their wounded with them.” ; Rites, 

n'The people of sAl-Udein are armed with weapons of nad ae te, Dein 

Too producers, and it seoms probable that they are feeling the heavy tax plased on 

Jer to prevent it coming to Aden, . 
ayes Of tks news has heen forwanled to the India Ofice and to the Quarter: 


master-General in India, Intelligence Branch, Simla. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) OM. CREAGH, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 32. 
Brigadier-Generat Creagh to Government of Bombay. 


Yonfidential, 
Spear Allen Residency, January 7, 1900. 
T HAVE the honour to give you here belowan extract from the " Overland Mail 
of the 20th September, 1809, togethor with the remarks of an Arab newspaper 
on the writi je English press, regarding affairs in Yemen, I much regret 
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that from an oversight this matter was not brought to your notice at an earlier 
date :— 


“< Overland Mail,’ September 29, 1899. 


“ Turkey.—The Sultan has been much occupied of late, the correspondent of the 
“Standard” nt Constantinople says, with the question of the future government of 
Arabia, 

“T understand that, as a result of the deliberations at the Palace, it has been 
practically decided to establish a Viceroyalty or Khediviate there on the same lines as 
that in Exypt, ‘The district of Yemen is to he divided into three vilayets, with Hisxen 
Pasha, who enjoys the e-teem and full confidence of the Sultan, as Governor-General, 
With the right of choosing his personal Staff, though, of eourse, subject to the approval 
of the Sublime Porte. ‘The Military Commander in the district will be under the 
immediate orders of the Governor-General, and, as a result, Abdallah Pasha, who 
is very unpopular in consequence of tho excesses committed by the troops nnder his 
charge, and created the greatest animosity against him in the minds of the imhabitants, 
will probably be recalled, 

A new plan for the army is tobe inaugivated; the Arab tribes are to he subject 
0 conseription, with a view to the formation of between sixty and.a hundred squadrons 
of cavalry, on the samo lines as the Hamidich model, AL) the superior officers of this 
foree, however, are to he Turks. ‘The taxes of the district are to be levied on 
tm entirely fresh basis, and will, it is estimated, under these conditions, produce a 
revenue of £11,6,000,000. ‘The Arab party at the Palace, headed by Abdul Hudda, 
{io unanimous in urging the inauguration’ of this change on Abdul Hamid, and, in 
Auldition to this, the plan meets with the entire approval of the Pan-Islamie party, "It 
ver this reform is brought abot the sesults of the movement will need close watching 
by the Powers interested in the astern question.” 

Extract from an Arabic newspaper, dated the 10th October, 1809 

Tt has t some European newspapers that Iis Majesty the Sultan has 

tof Yemen to he divided into three provinces, 
Hadvimaut, and Yamamah, together with some 
ans tho taxation of sgoods, hy whieh the flonishin 
receive an income of £71 6,000,000 by means of suteh modifications, 
‘of military conscription will bi 
the Betouiny Hamidieh regim 
contumiaey, hung on this pleasant news some object of 
our lord the Sultan hy these modifications is to grant tho Peninsula of Arabia 
vutonomous independence, presideyt over by an Amie or Prince and a Khalifa, the 
Amir to be in charge of politic rs, while the Khaliin is io have spiritual affairs 
ly. Soe what isle journals tell in repo reat are their 
Ulunders and nonsense, ns well as their ignoranes of the Islamic religion and the 
condition of the Khali 

2 Brom the latest reports fom Yemen it would appear that there is some 
foundation for the statement that military conscription is to be tried in Arabia, for it 
is reported that such san order has issued, sand that th have declined to furnish 
one adult per family demanded of them. It is also reported that an onder has issued 
that the inhabitants of Damar should pray according to the Shafai method, but that 
the people of Damar, being Zeidis, declined to obey, and said that they would revolt if 
the Turks interfered with their religion, and that, on this, the Kaimakim came forward 
‘ond said that their religion would not be interfered with. 

Copies of this news have been forwarded to the Tudia Office and to the 
jeral in India, Intelligence Branch, Simla. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) OM, CREAGH, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident, Aden, 


Copy forwanted, with compliments, to the Secretary, Political and Secret Depart- 
ment, India Office, London, 
(Signed) OM. CREAGH, Brigadier-Genoral, 
Political Resident, Aden. 
Aden Residency, Fanuary 8, 1900, 


—————————— 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 82. 
Brigalier-General Creagh to Government of Bombay. 


(Cee ; Aden Residency, January 8, 1900, 
” | HAVE the honour to append a translation of « letter received by me from the 
Sultan of Lahej:— ‘ 
nd my interpreter to tell you about the following subject = 

“After your (Resident’s) return from Jabal M: uvkish inspector of the 
Tobacco Company came to me. He was accompanied by an interproter named 
Hassan Sabri, ‘The first subject mentioned was the present neod of the Turkish 

ament, who is endeayousing to secure all its resources, and the Government. 

particularly in Yemen, because it had heard that the present rising 
in Yemen was due to the instigation of the British Government and to the communi 
cation with the rebels held ¢ through you, O Sultan of Lahej.” . 

“No this T replied : T eonsider you are of perfect senso, but now T say that if nll 
the Turkish officials show the sense that you now display, eertainly they are ignorant, 
because you believe in things that are non-existent, T inform you, O Eiendi, 
firstly, tliat I, as Sultan of Lahej, have no eonneetion in the direction of Yemen, nor 

"ny subjects, nor do my people live there, nor have 1 any interest in its 

ficulties. 
eeAS fo the British Know that Government always treats well 
beeause it appeared to us that the British 
mis against the import of arms on all coasts 
Although Lam the groatest friend of that Govern- 
nent, it does not permit me to import even a gun ftom those eousts, except what 
that Government gives me from its trsenal, 
“The British Government ts doing its utmost to keop all routes 
ories of its allies inn state of ; notwithstanding the fact thi 
y and the goods are : 
janls yours, considering the bad opinion i by you towards it, 
i do not consider these subjects well, If the British Government had any such 
ns aS You attribute to it, it would not lave takou these measures for your 
safety, 

“On hearing these words, tle Turk replied: Task pardon from God, my Lords 
you are wise, atid if the actions of the British Government are as you deseribe, that 
Government is the greatest supporter of our Government in the matter, and 1 ask 

Jon for displaying want of good opinion, 

“the ‘Turk’ then said: F have come to you to. pay my respects and to make 
quaintanee, and I hope you will permit’ us to Keep some one at your custom 
at Lalie} and at your Tungalow (on the. frontior at Sheikh Othwaan), in onder 

that they may reoover our dues on the tobaceo, as we have the monopoly of the tie 
and we have lost on account of the wrong doings of the tribes and the smugsling of 
such goods, iustend of bringing them ditect to our eustom-houses, and he said that he 
Would pay me forsuch assistaneo 1,000 dollars every mouth from thelr feo, 

“{ replied: It seems to me a yood and profitable sum whieh no one would like 
to lose, butas Tama friend of the British Government, it is not proper for mo to 
nter into such arrangements with you without the permission of the Resident. at 

nk then said Praise be to God; you are Mussulman, and we are 
Mussulmen, aucl what obstacles are there to our helping each other for the interest of 
both without injury? 

“T replied: Yes; but what would you say, O Bilendi, if T asked to take tho 
government of Taiz into my hands from the Governor-General of Yemen for a fixed. 
Sum, to be paid-yearly 2 

“He replied: ©; my lord, such. is not the question, because you are a foreigner, 
and are not under the protection of the ‘Turkish Governinent. 


+ No one can overreach you, and Tam aware that 
to the alliance with every Government you lave 
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allied yourself But what Task you about is a mercantile matter, which has 
no politcal signicanee, and to agree to it would not affect the terms of the 
alliance, 

“T said, that even if such be the case, I could not do anything until I had 
consulted the Resident at Aden. 

‘Owing to pressure of business this had gone out of my mind till a man named 
Garima, © native of Sana, came to me with a verbal message from the tobacco 
monopolists, asking if the Sultan of Lahej had consulted the Resident at Aden. 
‘Then Lromembered the matter, and T submit this message to your Excellency through 
my interpreter, What you will approve will be agreeable to me. 

Thave replied (o the Sultan thanking him for his letter, that he has acted 
according to our friendship, and wisely, and that he should reply to the Turk that he 
is unable to grant his request, and that he will allow no one to collect taxes in his 
country, and that he has informed the Resident of the request made and of his 
refusal, and that the Resident quite concurs with the action he has taken in the 
matt 

8. Copy of this ietter has been forwarded to the India Office. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) OM. CREAGH, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident, Aden. 


Copy forwarded, wwith compliments, to the Secrets al and Secret Depart- 
ment, hidia Office, London, 
(Signed) O'M, CREAGH, Brigadier-General, 


Political Resident, Aden, 
Aden Residency, January 9, 1900, 





No. 83, 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Satisbury.—(Received January 27.) 


No. 16,) 
‘Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 27, 1900. 
THERE is a stvong rumour current in Tehran that the Belgians have granted the 
Sude-ieAvam a loin of 3,000,000, on the security of the customs in general. ‘The 
custotis-ouses will be controlled by Belgian officers working under the existing Customs 
Department. Russia will guarantee the loan in some, 
From Belgian sources, we know that fifteon additional Customs officers are coming, 
out, Both Beliians and Russians are constantly with the Sadr-i-Avanu, and showing much 
activity. 





No, 34, 


Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 29.) 


(0.25) 
‘My Lord, Constantinople, January 23, 1900, 

T WAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of despatch 
which T have received from. Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Van, reporting s rumour 
‘cues in that distriet that Russion troops have moved into Northewester Versa. 

Thave, &e. * 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


3 


Tnclosure in No. 34. 
Major Maunsell to Sir N. O'Conor. 


2 
52) Van, January 6, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to report that for three weeks past there have been persistent 
rumours here of an adyance of Russian troops into North-western Persia, to avenge 
some insult to one of their Consuls or priests there. 

‘News is extremely difficult to obtain from there at this season, as the roads are 
locked, and very fev caravans pass, owing to the depredations of the Kurds on the 
Persian side. 

iAs far as T can understand, however, a Commission of some Russian officers, or 
engineers with a cavalry escort, has passed through Khoi and Gavilan towards Urmia, 
Gud to be prospecting for a railway, and this must have given rise to the above 
rumours. 

T have had the honour of informing your Excellency to the above effect, by 
telegraph, on the 17th ultimo, ; 

‘Although the Secretary of State is, doubtless, fully informed from Ter Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabrecz.on these poiuts, your Excellency will be interested 
to know that the mere rumour caused considerable excitement liere among all 
including the Vali, Commandant, and other officials. 

They know that at this season to march troops into Persia would he impossible, 
Hut seem convinced that the Russians contemplate some action in North-western 
Persia next spring, 

L have, &e. 
(Signed) 1, Ry MAUNSELL, 





No. 35. 
colt to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received January 2) 


(No, 26.) 
My Lond, St. Petersburgh, Janwury 23, 1900, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lonlship herewith the accompanying 
despateh which ins heon addressed to me by Tiewtenant-Colonel Beresford, Military 
Attaché to Her Majesty's Embassy. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES 8, SCOWD. 


Inclosure in No. 33, 


Lieutenunt-Colonel Beresford to Sir C, Scott 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, January 28, 1900. 

THAVE the honour to inform you that the Russian Government has ordered! 
surveys, to be completed by October 1900, for the following railway routes :— 

1. Karahlis-Brivan-Arax-es-River-Djulfa to Tabreea, with a branch from Khoi 
along Lake Urumia, 

2, From the ‘Trans-Caucasian Railway at Alint vit Lenkoran-Astara to Resht 
(along the West Caspian shore). 

3, From the Trans-Caueasian Railway (point to he decided on) to Tabreer. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ©. E, DE LA POER BERESFORD, 
Lieutenant-Cotonel, Military Attaché, 
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No. 36. 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 28.) 


THE Under-Secretary 
Secretary of State for Foreign : 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secret 
Viceroy, dated the 25th January, regarding the L 

India Office, January 27, 1900. 








































Inclosure in No. 36, 


Lord G, Hamilton to the Government of India. 
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BERSIAN Minist pmunicates complai 
Shoikh Mohatmed, who has been driven from 
Keimah, and that Sheikh Humid, Ruler of that d 








gab, ha 
niet, who is 
hh Mohammed. 

































ity: 

Lord Salisbury requests that you will make immediate inguities 
Ue kalen to pisvens Siikh Ghnsid trom attackiy Persian teritory 
disturhanee, 











0, 87, 










Brussels, 
YOUR Lovdship’s despatel: No. 9 of yesterday has reached m 
the bag. 

Twill inake dise 
supposed to wish to obtain f 

Meanwhile T niay iient Ns 
buen given leave of absence to. wor astoms ih Pers 
this week, and T know that the Porsian Minister hore is alw 
finuneial ideas of varions kinds, wiany of which often seem to be dropped. 

Thaye, &e 
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raf Bel 





toms. 
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apie) Indi Offce, January 
from Persian Gover 





Sir F. Plunkett to the Marquess of Satisbury,—(Receiveit January 29.) 


January 28, 1900. 
{just us Tam elo 





(Signed) FR PLUNKET! 





or Tudia presents his compliments to the Under 
and, by direction of Lord George 




























ruse steps to 
ting further 












Me 


inguity 1s soon as possible about the loan which Persia ix 


n Chstoms cinployés, who have 
is for Tehran 
= extremely busy: with 















No. 35. 





Sir ©, Scolt to the Marquess of Sulishury.—(Received January 2 
(No. 16) 
(Welegraphie:) P. 

PERSIAN Loan ; Your Londship’s telegram No. 7. 







as confirmed by the Persian Minister here in conversation with me. 



















St. Pelershirgh, January 29, 1900. 


___ What Count Mouravielf had already told me, that the question of a Persian Loan 
is still being studied by the Minister of Finance, and that he can get no answer as yet, 


amilton, 
State, copy of a telegram to the 
ah-Rus-ul-Keimah incident. 












(Ne. 7. Confidential.) 
‘Telegraphic.) _ P. 
Re 








that — 


Russia in case of default. 
Persi 








1 Persian Gov 
the present one i 











Joans un 


from a source well-know 
oper 
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“The Persian Mit 


“Thaye repeated the al 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salistury- 


isters are, 
are leing earried on direetly bet 
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No. 39. 





(Received January 20.) 













Constantinople, January 29, 1900. 


AVE informed Her Majesty’s Minister at, ‘Tohran to-day as follo 
“Thhear that an Agreement has been reached in principle between the Ru 
and Persian Governments for a loan, and that the former have proposed as cond 


‘There 





nment bind themselves 
extinguished, wh 











0 you, and which y 





n the Russian Le 
hove to the Foreign Offi 









ot to mise 
ch will be in soventy-five years. 

“3, The existing Railway Agreement to be prolonged for ten years. 

“Though these conditions seem inordinately onerous, the information reaches me 
1 will see the importance of keeping: 





T understand, unaware of these nego 








"J, Phe amount of the Ioan be 60,000,000fi., and. the security shall be the 
revenue of the northern customs, of which the administration will be taken over by 
also be a lien on the general revenue of 


ny furtlier foreign 





iations, which 


ion and the Sadr-i-Azam, 











‘DHE Under-Seoretai 
Secretary of State for F 
forwards herewith, for the i 
from the Viceroy, dated 
i lent. 

Inia Offices Janwary 80, 





















Gore 











(Helegraphie.) 

YOUR tele, 

By 
December against designs w 
by “Melpon 
‘Trucial Chiefs Persian Go 
on our side cannot permit 
reciprocal, 


























(No. 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, 
THAVE made inquiries 

and fear tat all 

h 








and has authorized Commander to. pre 


No, 40. 


Initia Office to Foreign Office —(Reeeived January 30.) 





of State for Indiv presents: 
gn Affairs, and, hy: direct 
information of! the 
the 80th January, regan 


|, 1900, 











Inclosure 








vament of Initia to Lord G, Hamilton, 


jam of the 25th January. 
ale reports that ‘Trucial Chief were warned in November and again i 





is compliments to the Undor= 

n of Lonl George Hamilton, 

eerotary of State, copy of a telegram 
ing, the Ling 


aul-Keimate 
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January 30, 1900. 





pon Lingah, He has sent fresh warning to Sheikh Hamid 


vformell accor 
h Trucial Chie 


wernment might he 
any interference vi 











‘any movement by 


ngly, and told that we 


‘he obligation is 





No. 41. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 30.) 


Tehva 
regard to the question referred to 








January 29, 1900, 
my telegram No. 15, 


steps to prevent a descent on Persian territory by Sheikh 


fe apparently been taken by the Resident at Bushire, who adds that the Governor of 


























Bushire has not the means to attack the Sheikh effectually, and that if he attempted to 
do so, the result would probably be to lose the “Persep. I propose, as the case 
is in’ your Lordship's hands, to say nothing about it unless 1 am instructed to 
do 50, 





No, 42. 
‘Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received January 80.) 


(No. 18.) 
(Telegraph Tehran, January 29, 1900, 

T HAVE been to-day informed by the Austrian Minister that, according. to 
information, which he believed to be well authenticated, the Persian Government is to get, 
tunder Russian guarantee, the sum of 60,000,000 fr. 

He also tells me that he is led, by information which has reached him from 
Asis, to belie that Russi wil take serious action in Afghanistan io the seat 

future, 





No, 43. 


Sir Q, Scott to the Marquess of Salishury.—( Received January 30.) 


No. 17.) 
‘elographic,) En clair, St. Petersburgh, January 80, 1900, 

‘NILE official Russian “Gazette” to-day anno that ai the request of the 
Persian Government, and in accordance with long-standing friendship with that 
Government, the Russian Government has decided to sinetion issue of a loan to 
Persian Governmont from the Banque des Prots of 22,500,000 roubles, to he denomi- 
nated Pasian Five per Cent. Gold Loan of 1900, and that the Directors of the bank 
TVave accordingly concluded with the Shat’s Plenipotentiary a contract for issue of 
this loan on the following terms, 

Mho payment of interest wud of sinking fund for extinction of loan in seventy- 
five years is to he guaranteed by all the customs revenues of Per sive of 
those’ of Fars and Persian Gulf Po 

Tease of any delay in payment 
pledged are at present niore than sulfic 
acontrol of said revenues. ‘The Persian Government engages to extinguish all its 
previous external obligations with the proceeds of the new loan, and not to conclude 
Without consent of bank any fresh foreign loan whateyer until the loan of 1900 Ins 
been extinguished, The Persian Government grants the bank the right of placing, 
if it thinks necessary, on the money market bonds of the Persian Loan proportionate 
to the tinredeemed ‘amount of fhe debt, and bearing the full guarantee of the 
Tinperial Russian Government 





No. d4. 


Sir @. Scott lo the Marquess of Salisury.—(Received January 30.) 


(No, 18.) 
((telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, Januery 30, 1900, 

MY immediately preceding telegran of to-day Persian Loan, 

T expressed to Count Mouraviell, whom ¥ hs seen, my profound astonish- 
ment at this loan being concluded without the p of views with Her 
Majesty's Government, whieh hoth T and. Mr. 1 had teen led to expect by 
Count “Lamsdorit, and T read over to him my despatch No. 200 of the 2st, and 
Mr, Mardinge’s No, 205 of the 20th September, 1899, reporting the language held by 
his Excellency, and his promise that the result of M. de Witte's examination of the 
suggestion made by your Lordship of possible lines for a loan by England and Russia 
should he communicated to us. 
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i Jlency’s explanation, which was not very clear, was simply that the 
whole hed been lettin AE- de Wittes hands, and that he had only impressed 
upon him that, in view of our objection, the customs revenue of the Persian Gult ports 
vet not be touched. Ie had evidently not said anything about the undesirability of 
the Kermansbah customs being pledged for either an English or a Russian Loan. 

Tis Excellency said that the Persian Government would not: hear of any partic 
pation in the loan by England, and added that M. de Witke ad dealt with 1" as 


Question which was exclusively financial and non-political. 





No. 45. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. Scott. 
Secret. Fe 
sailie) » Foreign Office, January 30, 1900 
THER Majesty's Government learn from an indirect source that a Persian Los 
« hoon agreed to in principle by the Russian Government, and that the Russian 
vation at ‘Tehran has proposed the following conditions secretly to the Sadr-n 
Ae mount of the loan to be 60,000,000 francs, and to ye secured on the general 
revenue of Persia, but especially on the northern customs, which will be administered 
by Russia in case of default, ieee 
My The existing railway agreement to be prolonged for ten years, Until: the 
extinction of the present loan in seventy-five years, the Persian Government to pledye 
itself not to raise any other foreign loan, 





No. 46. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. Scotty 

fisiegrapnic:) PR Foreign Office, January 31, 1000. 

T REQUEST that your Excellency will endeavour to obtain “any further 
particulars of the conditions of the Po an that may be possible. 

your telegram No. 17 of yesterday, giving the substance of the announcement 
ied in the “Official Gazette,” stated that under the guarantee of the 
jan Government bonds of the loan proportionate to the unredeemed amount of 
ont given in the &'Times” is to the effect that 
nount of the balance of the debt due 

das on 


nment, i i 
ceitain whieh of these versions is the correct one 





No. 47. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury lo Sir M. Durand. 

siesraphie) Pv. Foreign Offer leary 1, 19900. 

TREQUESY that you will endeavour to obtain confidentially all the information 

ible on the following points in connection with the loan to be issued through the 
Teassiay Mant to the Persian Goverment — 

What are the exact conditions of the loan. : 

‘Yo what extent will the loan be guaranteed by the Russian Government, 

Whether the guarantee will extend to the whole loan, or only to that portion 
representing the advances which the bank has already made, 

How far it may be assumed that the Russian and Persian Governments have 
actually concluded the arrangement. 
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No. 48. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 
0, 8.) 





, Foreign Office, January 31, 1900). 

T SPOKE to the Persian Minister of the report which liad appeared, and which 
had received some confirmation from St. Petersburgh, that the Russian Government 
ind offered a loan of 2 millions to the Persians, on the security of the customs of the 
north of Porsia, 1 merely stated to him that I regretted this decision, and that 1 
thought it might he the eanse of mich embarrassment to Persia in the future, 

‘The Minister reverted to a topic which I had always dfscouraged him from 
touching, namely, the objection which he stated that the Sadr-i-Azam had expressed 
in very decided Language, and whieh had also been confirmed personally by the Shah, 
to the effect that you were chosen from among the servants of the Indian Government. 
T note that he did so, because he did it with great emphasis, and it was the repetition 
of n statement which he had made to me more than ones. Whether his objecti 
favose Irom his fear that the employment of an Indian civil servant would seem to 
imply, on the part of the Ruler of Persia, a position in any degree similar to those 
Pring’s who were in more ¢lose connection with the Indian’ Government, or whether 
it was due to any other cause, Leannot assert with any confidence; but the subject 
was evidently one which it was not desirable T should discuss. But he seemed to 
indieute that in the present mood of the Shah of Persia, and of his powerful adviser, 
the relations between the Government and the Legation would not hecome those of 
perlect confidence wn sant of the Queen, who had not been connected 
with India, was charged with the duties of Minister; and he proceeded to dwell much 
on the dangers, in the first place to Persia, and afterwards to Eugland, of that absence 
of confidence which he had deplored, 

Ttold the Minister that, i my judgment, the only grievance which the Persian 
Goverment: has ion was Uint we were not prepared, on 
the seeurity thu oh fh quest: 

Ue diselaimed the ide int; but when T 
to me to be able to 






























































that this we 





asked him what othee grievance he had to 
make any definite reply. 


Tam, &e. 
neil) 





(sig SALISBURY. 









No. 49. 


Lorelyn Office to General Mirza Khan, 
(Private,) 
My dear Minister, Foreign Office, January 31, 1900. 
LORD SALISBURY desires me to say that in consequence of tho communication 
whieh vou made on Wednesday last respecting the proceedings of Sheikh, Mohammed of 
Lingali, aud of Sheitth Hamid of Ras-el-Keimah, with whom Sheikh Mohammed has 
taken reluge, he telegruphest to Sir M, Durand for information as to any representations 
which had previously been made to the Legation, and he also. requested the Secretary of 
State for India to communicate with the Viceroy in order that any necessary measures 
might be taken to prevent attacks from Ras-el-Keimah on Persian territory or 
disturbances. 
Jearns from Sit 


























Durand that in October Inst the Sadr Azam spoke 
in charge of the Legation, telling him that Sheikh 
Mohammed and Seyid Yusut had escaped to the Arab coast, and expressing a hope 
that the Government of India would take such steps as were possible to prevent their 
collecting men for a descent upon Lingal, 

Mr, Spri ‘AL once telegraphed to the Government of India on the subject, 

About the end of October tlie Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs again referred to 
the subject in conversition, and Mr. Spring-Rice asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
for further information, especially as to the place where the Sheikh had taken refuge, in 
order that the Government of Thdia might be able to take effective measures, 

No ipformation, however, was given him, uor was the subject ever again alluded to. 
‘Phe name of Sheikh Hamid fas not oven been mentioned cither to Sir M, Durand or to 
Mr, Spring-Rice, 
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On the other hand, the Viceroy telegraphs that in consequence of the message 
received from Mr. Spring-Rice the Chiefs on the opposite coast, were twice warned! to 
designs against Lingah. A fresh warning bas now been sent to Sheikh 


abstain from a 
Hamid by Her Majesty's ship “ Melpomene,” and the Commander of that vessel has been 
authorized to prevent any movement against the Persian coast, 

Lord Salisbury trasts that these measures will convince your Government that there 
is no danger whatever of any attck upon Tingah, He must request on the partof Her 
jajesty’s Government that the Persian authorities will abstain from all attempts to 
interfere with Sheil 
protection of Her Ma 
















Hamid or other Chiefs on the Arab coast who are under the 
Government. 





Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘?, IL, SANDERSON. 








No. 50. 


Sir F. Plunkett to the Marquess of Satisbury—(Received February 1.) 


(No. 
My Lon, Brussels, January 80, 1900, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 26 of the 28th instant, 1 have the lonowr to 
ort that T had an opportunity thi of speaking with M. de Faverenu about 
the rumoured efforts of the Persian Government to obtain a loan of 2,000,002, in Uhis 






















Excellency spoke quite openly on the subject. 
aid that for more than a year the Persians had been trying off and on to 
jum; my despatch No, 260 of the 10th December, 1898, already 

red to these efforts. His Excellency thought it was true that the Persians had 
ly felt the ground as to the possibility of getting loan of, he believed, about 
He understood, however, that their offers met with little favour hie 

y offered on the Customs did not amount to much, 












operating in Persia, gave very meagre results, and therefore Persia mects with little 
favour on the Brusssls Exchanige. 
I notice in this morning’s papers that the Russians have taken up a loan for 
in which is, T suppose, instead of the one that country had oped to plaee here, 
Thiave, &e, 
(Signed) BR, PLUNKE 

















No. 51, 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Receivd February 1.) 









Forwards hie Scorotary of State 

from the Political Resident, Aden, dated the 29th instant, 1 

‘Norkish intention t> conquer Lali}, the Haushwbi country, and Aden, 
Indi Office, Jaawary 31, 1900, 









Tnelosure in No. 61, 
General Creagh to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Pelegraphiie.) January 29, 1900. 
TY is reported from Yemen, through the Sultan of Lahej, that the ‘Turks are 

proparing sixty hattalions to conquer Lahej, Haushabi country, and Aden Bazaar 

rumours confirm assembly of a force in Yemen destined for Upper Yalai country. L 
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T have 
‘country, which 
itter purpose has 
Repeated to 











t in our Prot probably small collection of troops for 
occasioned Sultan’s report, Suggest that Foreien Office make it 
Bombay Government. 













No. 52, 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand, 
(No. 10.) 


(Welegraphic,) 
WITH 





Foreign Office, February 1, 1900. 
nh ence to your telegram No, 17 of the 30th January, the Persian 
Minister lias heon informed that in. consequence of a message reeeived from Mr. Spring- 
Rice the “rucial Chiefs were twier warned by the Indian Government against any 
sis upon Lingah, that a fresh warning lias now been sent by Her Maj 
ship “Melpomene” to Sheikh Hamid, and that the Commander of that vessel has 
Jyoen ondered to provent any movement that mu 
The Persian Minister was further informed that Her Majesty's Government must 
seguest tnt Sheik Hamid oF the ther Chiels om the Persian coast who are andor 
ritish protection, may be free from all attempts at interference of the 
Persian authorities, ald eco aE 
In veply, the Persian Minister said that unless Sheikh Hamid moved against Ling 
the Pe ‘nment had no intention of attacking him, ee 


But unless rel mace to the matter it docs not seem necessary for y 
i ‘ 
3 


T shoul wish to have your views as to the request of the Pe 
for the suvrender to them of Sheikh Hamid, s 
with the plinder tiken from Lingah, and to be 
they aro political refugees, or that there is 
rogivrded, 













tempted. 





















n Government 

; and their followers, 
med whether you consider that 
any ground on which they ean he otherwise 

















No. 





India Office to Foreign Office. (Received February 2 


MLE Under-Soeretury of State for Th 
ry OF State for Foreign Affairs, and, hy 

ands herowith, for the information of 

from the Vieoroy, dated the 2nd instant, reg 

Lingal 

India Office, Pebrunry 2, 1900, 








presents his compliments to the U 
ction of Lord George Hamilton 

wy of State, copy of a telegram 
ipalihveatannece ct 1s upon 























Inclosure in No, 53, 


Government of Iudin to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Pelegraphi 
MY toloxram of the 80th Jannary, 
Commander of “ Melpomene” + 

and there ave no preparations for es 


February 2, 1900, 
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No. 54, 





Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received February 2.) 








(No, 21.) 
(felegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 2, 1900. 

WITH referenice to your Lordships telegram No. 9, [ have the honour to state that 
I fear it will be very difficclt to obtain the real conditions of the loan, as they are 
known to no one except the Sadr-i-Azam and possibly also the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. hae 

Well-informed persons believe that they include road and railway concession in 
Northern and Central Persia, and the right to send troops vid Meshed to Seistan, 
further told that the Russian Government will guarantee such portion of the loan as i 
put on the mark E 

‘As the “Banque de Préts’ is practically a branch of the Ru 
the portion advenced by the “Banque” is equivatent to a direct advance 
Government. 

‘Apparently the loan is an accomplished fact, and the creditors of the Persian Gove 
ment will immediately begin to be paid by the Russian banks here, 

T will endeavour to obtain further infortwation. 

































No. 
The Marquess of Salishury to Sir N. O'Conor, 





(No.7), 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Ofice, February 2 1900. 
A TELEG from the Resident at Aden stating that there 
are reports from Yemen that a Turkish foros has been collected to attack the 
Hanshabi territory ancl Lal 
Please send any information y 











can obtain on this subject 








No. 56. 


Sir @. Scott to the Marquess of Salishiury,—(Received February 12.) 
- y 


St. Petersburgh, January 30, 1900, 
referring to the announcement in 
of the conclusion of & Russian loan to Persia, said that 1 could 
ny astonishment at reeiving the first intimation of the comple= 
n oF this transaction from the public press. 

Tread to his Excelloney the reports of the 
and E had had with Count Lamsdorit on the subject of financial assistance to. the 
a Government, as reeorded in my despatch No. 290 of the 2ist September and 
Mr. Hardinge’s No. 295 of the 29th September, 1899, and I said that your Lordship 
jsinly heen justified in expecting from the Russian Government some 
communication of their views of the Tines which 1 hud been authorized to suggest 10 
Count Lamsdorff for joint financial assistance by @ ritain and Russia to Persia, 
Yelore concluding a Russian loa debarring all participation on our part. 




























T called Count Mourayieff’s attention to Count Lamsdor!l’s statement that, in is | 


ion of the Russian Government on the proposals for a loan to Persin 
should be preceded by a frank exchange of views and an agreement with Her 
Majesty's Government, that M. de Witte’s opinion on the lines whieh T had suggested 
joint loan would be asked, and communi to me, and T also reminded his 
scelleney that only a fortnight ago he had himself informed me, in reply to my 
inquiry, that the loan proposals were still being studied by M. de Witte, and that, the 
Imperial Government had not yet committed themselves to any engagement with the 
vernment on the subject of a loan. 
Tasked him what would have been his own feelings if, after these conversations 
with Count Lamstorif, he ad read in the “London Gazette" that Her Majesty’s 
(1583) M 






opine the de 
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Government: had sanctioned a loan froma British bank to the Pes 
debarring the latter, during its currency, from incurring any financial obligations to 
Russia without the consent of the British bank. 1 thought that, in this case, his 


Excellency would have been justified in regarding himself’ as treated with somewhat 
scant consideration. 


Count Mourayi 


rsian Government 
























M's explanation was not very clear, and from his manner I 
gathered that he was not altogether unpropared for my remarks. 

He said that the matter being essentially a financial one had been left entirely in 
the hands of M, de Witte, and he was himself but imperfectly acquainted with the 
details of the arrangement which the “ Banque de Préts”” had heen finally authorized 
to conclude with the Shah's financial representative 

eign Office had, he said, only been concerned in. impressin; 
in consequence of the objections entertained by Her M 
Government, the customs revenue of the Persian Gulf ports should not be ple 
security fora Russia Joan, and I would observe that the revenues from the Gulf 
forts and from the province of Pars had heen enrefully excluded in the ease of this 
oun, 

I said that T understood that the Persian 
of previous engagemont to Her Majesty's Gov. 
as security for a foreign loan even if M, ile Witte had desired it, and T reminded him 
that in my conversation with Count Lamsdorf? Thad also expressed am opinion that 
in case of «joint loan from British and Russian Banks the security might he taken 
for the Russian share on the northern customs, where the trade was almost ex- 
clusively Russian, and for the British share on the customs of the southern ports, 
where the trade was exclusively British, but that it would be desirable to exclude 
from the security of citlier loan the customs revenue of Kermansliah, where the trade 


Was more intomational, in order to avoid any appearance of interference with the 
trade of other countries, 


Count Mouraviell seomed to take the view 
to consult the interests of other Gov 
Kind, and he alluded with some signitic 

































ernment eould not, in consequence 
ument, have pledged these revenues 














that it had not been customary of late 

nents before concluding arrangements of this 

cance to the milway concession recently obtained 

inTuokey by the German Government without consulting the interests of Russia, and 
to the British Toan for the construction of the railway at Manchuria, 

T said that us regarded the German Railway Concession we had. also not 
hoon consulted, and T thought its grant had been as unexpected by us, as by his 
Excelleney, but that T did not think we had any reason to view with any disfavour 
the grant to a German private undertaking of ‘a concession to construct’ a ‘Turkish 
Railway whieh would open up a new valuable tre route in the Bast, and gave no 
torvitorial rights or influeneo to any Foreign Government, 

T said that as regarded Persia, Great Britain anid Russia, whose possessions were 
imitrophe with Persia under old ‘Treaty engagements, took a special interest in the 
maintenance of the integrity and independence of that country, and I ventured to 
romind him of the conversations which had taken place in 1889 between Sir Robert 
Morier and M, de vhich had been conducted on the only basis possible for such 
A discussion, namely on a footing of complete equality aud mutual regard for tho 
interests of the othex, and especially when it was ® question of aiding and ene 
Cottaging the Persian Government to build up and maintain its integrity from within 
with the friendly co-operation of her great civilized noighbours, and that it was in 
this spirit that T had understood Count Lamsdorif’s promise to take into consideration 
the suggestions which I had made to him about the loan, 

Count Mouravielt said that it would certainly be very advantageous if this theory 
could be carried out in practice, but he must admit that in his experience of several 
tooont questions with England, as, for instance, the one about the lease of Raskam, 
which was now a thing of the past, he had found somo difficulty in understanding how 
far our interests concerned were purely commercial and financial and not in some 
‘sonse political ones, 

Teonfessed my inability to understand his Excellency being in any difficulty in 
this respect, a8 our explanations had always been singularly clear and frank and as T 
rnderstood them quite satisfactory. 


Count Mouravieit repeated that in the present instance of the Persian loan, it 
had been treated purely on its financial merits. 

T must have been aware that for more than a year the Persian Government had 
been seeking this loan, and there had been a question of negotiating it in France. 
AM. de Witte had heen originally very luke-warm on the subject of a loan by Russia, 
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owing to the state of the money market, but the present conjuncture was more favourable, 
and h ionedl it. z Se aa 
ae ie Pema Government, he anid, objected to British participation in the Laan, 
3d concluded without it : ene 
aaa ae at ay tuforation certainly did nob Year oub te assertion hat ths 
Persian Government were unwilling to conclude a loan with a British Bank, and 
eared is Excellency liad been misinforme’. ; ¥ 
Eee rae tate aeatsfenteatans saa obeerrau ona vse UDA nau to 
him refezred solely to the manner’ in which the loan had heen concluded, and were 
ide entirely on my own authority i ‘ ; 
eT aeee ian aol lec rinieaty ieainen (Ooo ery frankdy as T had buon the 
channel of convaying to your Lordship, on the authority of what Count Lamsdort 
had sai e, expectations which had not been realized, ‘ ae 
ee rind Hraliel iat ne Gee cava cn te subaneeof the ofa! notiee of 
{he loan to your Lordship, and T would reserve any ofeil oxpresion of views on the 
subject until I knew whether your Lordship had any observations to make on the 
8 f our conversation Ce 
eee aan said that he would be Teper aad nay ply to any 
ofisial observations whieh T might then have to make to iin on this matter, 
Signed) CHARLES $, SCOPD. 










































My Lori, St, Petorsburyl, January 31, 1900. 
“*"TITAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship, \with reference to my 
telegiama No. 17 of yesterday, the translation of a Notico which appeared in tho 
ficial M of the Bit instant, to the eect that the Rusia Government 

s anthovized the issuc of a loan of 22,500,000 roubles t the Persian. Govemnmien 
Bun ike Taaeie de babes to'be danonstoated “ithe ersant por/ Gant GO Low 
of 1900.” 


















1 have, &e, 
(Signed) CLARE 





8. SCOTT. 





Tnclosure in No. 57, 


Eatraet from the “Journal de Suint-Péterstourg”” of January 19 (31), 1900. 





2 « Messager Officicl " publie Ja communication suivante :— F 

2 Gear eat Lapivat dea ic, A In suite do démarches faites ar to 
Gouvernerieat div Sola db Forse ot en ralson a6: Vataitié cto Pontents 6 ‘stant. de 
tout temps entre eux, « autorisé la Banque de Peéts do Perso prendre 4 option 
VEmprunt, de 22,600,000 de roubles que le Gouvemement Persan émet sous la 
énomination ‘ d’Emprant Persan 5 pour Cent Or de 1900, i 

© Aux termes de cette antorisation, 'Administration do la Banque de Dréts de 
Perse a conclu avee le Délégué du Gouvernement du Schah ww contrat option do 
Yer écité aux conditions suivantes:— ult 
peas Tener des intéréts et Yamortissement de PEmprunt Persian 5 pour Cont 
Gr de 1900 est garanti pendant Ia durée de soixante-yuinze ans par toutes les recottes 
douaniires de la Perse, i Vexception des recottes des bureaux de Douane de Bars et des 

du Golf Persique. : 
"Tas dites woottes Agpassent actucllemont do Deaueoup le cite dos vrvenents 
A faire sur le dit Emprunt; toutefois s'il devait se produire le moindre retard dans ees 
versements, In Banque de Préts de Perse a reen 16 droit d'établir un vontrdle sur les 
bureaus de Douane dontles recettes servent de garantie A Vemprunt en question. 

“Le Gouvernement Persin stest engagé ‘i employer uno partie dn produit do 
VEmprunt Persan 5 pour Cent Or & Yamortissement de tous ses anciens engage. 
ments 4 'étranger et A ne pas conclure, sans Vautorisation de Ia Banque de Préts, 
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Ab 


de nowyel emprunt e: 
5 pour Cent Or de 1900. 

“Le Gouvernement Persan a conféré en outre A la Banque de Préts de Perse le 
droit, si elle le juge nécossaire, d’émettre sur le marché finaneier des obligations de 
VEmprunt Persan dans la proportion de la somme dont il sera encore Aéhitenr, et ces 
obligations jouiront de Ia garantie complete du Gouvernement Impérial de Russie.” 


eur queleonque avant Yamortissement de lEmprunt 











No. 58. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Sutisbury—(Received February 5.) 





(No. 42) 

My Lord, Constantinople, February 1, 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 25 of the 23rd ultimo, I have the honour 

to transmit to your Lordship herewith eopy of a despatch which I haye received from 

Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Van respecting the movements of a Commission of 
Russian ofliers in north-westemm Per 

Lhave, &e, 


(Signed) 














R. O'CONOR, 










Tnclosure in No. 58. 


Major Maunsell to Sir N. O'Conor. 





Van, January 12, 1900. 
n has just aurived from Erivan 
h No, 2 of the 6th instant 
officers through Khoi on Uraia, 
roudl or railway, 
Tn adilition, it 
ually collecting troops and stores at Julfa and 
posts on the Araxes, which would be useful as 








sl 












{hese reports: continue to sable comment here, and furthor develop- 

auents aire confidently expected in the spring. 
Inaddition, Linay state that any Russian coll 

December 189) with his family to winter in ‘iis, hs 






Laclsky, left here in 
ragoman in charge. 














(Signed) ¥. R. MAUNSELL. 





SiR. Plunkett to the Marquess of Sulishury.—(Réceived Februtry 0.) 


(No. 86.) 
My Lori, Brussels, February 3, 1900. 

T MEN'NONED in the last paragraph of my despateh No. 2 of the 0th ultimo, 
that after | had spoken with M. de Faverean about the elforts of Dersin to obtain a 
Joan in Belgium, T noticed in the papers that a loan had heen negotiated by the 
Persians in Russia. 

‘M. de Favereau lias sinee told me that he knew nothing about this when he 
called upon me that morning, He said this news had taken him quite by surprise, 
for he Delieved that the negotiations for a loan here had then not heen broken off, and 
both he and Baron Lambermont, with whom Thad since spoken, seem to fear that 
the turn of events in South Africa may not improbably have decided the Russians 
for this further hold on the finanees of Persia, 












































‘The Belgian Foreign Department seem however still to look on this newspaper 
report with some suspicion as to its correctness, for they do not see how 
Russia, who is herself so badly off for money, could find stich a large sum as 
22,500,000 roubles to lend to her neighbour. 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) BF, R, PLUNKEY, 





No, 60. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received February 5.) 
THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 

Secretary of State for n Affairs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton, 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Seer copy of atelegram to the 

Viceroy, dated the 1st February, regarding the loan of the Banque des Préts to the 

in Gove ment. 

India Office, February 8, 1900. 
























Tnelosure in No. 60. 


Lord G, Humilton to Government of India. 





phic.) India Office, February 1, 
IOFAL Russian Gazette, of the 80th January, announces decision of 
Tussian Government to sanction loan by the Banquo des Préts to Persin of 
22,500,000 roubles on following terms amongst others: Interest and sinking fund 
for extinction of loan in seventy-fiv aarantecd by all the customs revenues of 
In default of due pay 
ments, bank mg sh control of an Government not to 
conelude any fresh forcign loan whatever until loan extinguished, Scott expressed 
profound astonishment at negotiations of loon without previous exchange of views 
promised in September last, Count Mourayieff said he had left matter to ML. de Witte, 
impressing on him that the customs revenue of Persian Gul Ports mist not be 
ouch 




























No, 61. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office (Received February 6.) 












India Office, February 6, 1900, 
mation of the Marquess of Salis copy of a telegrann 
the Resident at Aden, 1 am diiveted to state that, in 
' for India, it would bo expedient. that one of Her 
ship's of war, suporior to the Russian eraiser, should he svat to Bander’ Abhas 
autliest opportunity, 















Tam, &e. 


(Signed) A. GODLEY, 








Inclosure in No. 61. 







Brigadier-Geneval Creagh to Lord G. Hamilton. 


Aden, Kebruury 6, 1900. 
told me that he was goi 
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No, 62. 


Sir C, Scott to the Marquess of Satisbury—(Received February 6.) 













No. 21.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St, Petersburgh, February 6, 1900. 

'BERSCAN Loon : Your Lordship’s tlegrams Noo, 11 and 12 2 

Tt has not: been possible for me to ascertain further particulars of the conditions of 
the loon than those which ave given in the official notice, nor is any information likely 
to be obtained from Tussian official so ; 

Tn financial circles the general opinion i 
the public market, which, 
which the Py 














‘that no part of the loan will be placed on 
t look at it, but that the State Bank, of 








a in, which 
y, s by it 
is barred from ineurving any 
r xome time to come, and is freed from 





























No. 3, 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
(Confidential) cae 2 
Shy Foreign Office, February 6, 
TAM directed hy the Marquess. of Salisbury to Wee ob; 6 Bella batons 

the Lords Coumissionors of the Admiralty, a copy of « telegram from the Resident at 
‘Aden repstling thay the Russia guncbont © Gilyak? which bos eflled there ostensibly 
om hen way to the Bar Bast is, sivanyements to visit Bunder Abbas, 
The intention of the Russian Government to seud a vessel of war to show the 
Ruwsian hig ine the Persian Gulf ported by Her Majesty's Ainbassador at 
oniatantinople in despatches, the last of which was ated the 16th January, and was 
forwarded in my: lette 
Lord Salisbury is of opinion it can be arranged a British ship of war of 
superior foree should be at hand «luring the visit of the Russian enuiser to these waters. 
Lam, & 


(Signed) 













































1, 1. SANDERSON. 















No. 64, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receivet February 7.) 


THE, Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of Aden 
Jotter dated the 16th January, and inclosure, regarding Yemen affairs, 

_ [tis requested that this paper, which is sent in original, may be retuned to this 
Office when done with, 
India. Office, February 6, 1900. 

















+ eelosure ia No, 62, 





AT 
Tnclosure in No. 64. 


Brigadier-General Creagh to Government of Bombay. 


(Confidential. 
See eae Aden Residency, January 16, 1900. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that the following news has been received from 
‘Yemen :-— 





December 18, 189). 

'A Firman has this week been received by the Wali of Sana making him “ Wazir 
Pasha.” ‘The authorities here (Sana) are capturing Sheikhs and Arab rebels, and are 
sending them to Constantinople. onder has arrived from Constantinople for the 
constriction at Sana of a school of art and science on the European model, to teach 
the boys there at Government expense, ‘The erection has beon taken in hand. The 
gutborities have prohibited the people from drinking Tiquor oe wine, and the liquor 
gnanufucturers have been imprisoned, Orders have been issued that all shops should be 
Hlosed soon after dark, and prohibiting any one leaving his house after dark, Soldiers 
fare patrolling the streets of Sana at night, ‘Three Turkish soldiers were found mur 
dered on the road in the city of Hedjaz, while going to fetch water, 































December 28, 1599. 

‘he authorities at Sana have engaged loval workmen, such as blacksmiths, car- 
penters, weavers, &c., and have purchased cloth, yarn, and shins of ll kinds, in order to 
teach the Aral) boys to make things necessary for soldi pay for their food, 
Urink, clothing, and give wages, thus dispeising with the necessity of bringing from 
Constantinople the things required for the soldiery, all things being made in Sana. The 
Wali ot Sana has required the Sheikhs of all cities to come up for interrogation, Some 
have consequently fled, ‘The Syad Imam Hamid-ud-Din is still in revolt against the 
‘Vurkish authorities. 

‘Sheikh Shabri, of a village near Thb, retiwed to. pay, land reventie to the ‘Turks, 
cent « body of men (400) sith a gan to the village. ‘The villagers ram away, but the 
Sheikh and his people, said to be about fourteen in namber, hid themselves. in 
entrenchments, leaving the fortlet empty, ‘The Turks fired at the forilet, but not heing 
answered, advanced, when the Sheikh and his party fired and Killed fourte 
wounded sixtecn Turks, ‘The Turks then kilied some of the Arabs, and took 
Prisoners, {tis said that the Sheikh’s head was cut off, hut some say he was killed by 




















































a gunshot, 
L have, &e. 
(Signed) OM. CREAGIL. 
No. 65, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 8.) 
Sir, India Office, February 7, 1900. 
TAM desired hy Tord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt ot your letter 
of the 21th January, communicating a complaint of the Persian Govern anime 















ven from Lingah, and of 
nis his Lonlship to cause such 
ivikh Hamid from attacking 


the proceedings of Sheikh Mohammed, who has 1 
Sheikh Hamid, Chief of Ras-ul-Keimab 
be necessary to pre 
1s further disturbance. 
to forward herewith, for the information of the Secretary 
State for Foreign Alfairs, copy of the telegraphic correspondence, from which it 
will be observed that Colonel Meade, the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 
reports that the ‘Trucial Chiefs, who are in Treaty relations with the Government of 
Tuilia, and of whom Sheikh, Hamid of Ras-ul-Keimah is one, were warned in Noy 

and again in December against designs upon Lingah, aud that he has sent-a fresh 
warning to the Sheikh by Her Majesty’s ship “Melpomene,” and has authorized the 
Commander of that ship to prevent any movement by the ‘Trucial Chiefs. 

Tam to suggest, for Lord Salisbury's consideration, that the Persian Government 


































Tet lerdal 








TTT 































sliould he told, as proposed by the 
acquiesce in any interfenee with the 


roy, that Her Majesty’s Government cannot 
rucial Chiefs of the Arab coast of the Persian 


A, GODLEY. 














Tnelosure 1 in No. 65. 






Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Office, Janwary 25, 1900. 

PERSIAN Minister communicates complaint from Persian Government that 
Sheikh Mohammed, who bas. heen drive 
Keimah and that Sheikh Hamid, Rules 
ching Lingah ond reinst 


rah, has taken re! 
of that district, who is under British protection, 
Sheikh Mohammed. 
nid, but before di 
revent Sheikh Hamid from acting and to puni 











so call on Her 





a 








all responsibility. isbury request that you will make 
‘nse steps to Tie taken to prevent Sheikh Hamid 


creating further disturbaneo, 


ramediate inquiries and 
‘om attacking Persian territory or 








Inclosure 2 in S 














Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


Tanwary 30, 1900, 






ied in November and again in 














ovement by Crucial 
cd told that we on 





ian Government 
snot piowmit tay 

















Mr. G. 8. Macke 


sie to Foreign Office (Received Febreury 10.) 
chester Street, London, 
February S, 1900. 
HONED when I last say you that my Bussorah tinn, Gray, Mackenzie, 
and Co,, intended opening up negotiations with the Ge 
they have obtain 
with the Persian G 
Directors of the Deutschen 
for your information, a Me 
jvut of the Conce 
recent newspaper paragraphs state that a toan hias been contracted by the 
‘guarantee of the customs of Persia, from which 
vince of Fars and the ports on the Persian Gulf w 
re specially exeluded,’ 
1 made of Mohammerah, Shuster, lspalia 
aut, and Kermanshali, E hope is not 
customi-houses hiypotheeated to Russia. 
events, that th 


ns relative to the Concession 
(tron the Turks to construct @ railway eonneeting the Medi 
has ‘since visited Ber 
rested in the project. 
‘onversition that passed between them on 











Baik, who are largel 
orandunt of the 











hy Russia, on th 








h were secured to 





Englaiid by the Rew 
No mention bei 
Sultanabad, Kun, Hau 


ss Loan of 1892, 





. Khoramabad, Bourajird, 
he taken to mean that 








It is important, commercially al 
continue to remain within the sphere of Persian Gulf p 
line, with Mohammerah, might easily le made to dominate the trade of Mesopotamia, 
the Migris, and the Karan, 

‘The literal reading of the Treaty, as appearing in the 


e centres of trade should 
ts, for the Hamadas 








papers, circumseribe the area 
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of British influence within the Province of Fars and the ports of Bushire, Lingab, and 
under Abbas, and may be read to exclude the important towns above named, a8 well as 
Yer, Kirman, and Seistan. nae : 
You may recollect when I was in negotiation with the Persian Government in 
1886-87 for-a Concession for the formation of a railway from Ahwaz to ‘Tehran, vid 
Diaful and Khoramabad, the importance that was then attached to our maintaining our 
hold on the Bakhtiari and Luristan provinees, and onr desire to stop short at Kum, 0 as 
to aveid all semblance of interference with the provinces to the north lying properly 
within the sphere of Russian influence. ate ‘ 
That railway scheme, as you will remember, was set aside in favour of the 
Concession granted to the Imperial Bank of Persia, whieh, it was supposed, would 
acquire all the influence needed, and thatthe desired reads and railvayss would be pushed 
by them. a 
# Should the Bank of Persia still hold the right to construct the road from Dizful vis 
Khoramabad, it is more important than ever that the right should be made operative 
little delay as possible. 
‘Whe dir from Shuster to Ispahan is nearing completion, and may, under the 
ant Russian arrangement, prove valuable, provided the port of Mokammerah remains to 
wed asa Persian Gulf port. Ne 
Linclose copy of a Memorandum handed in to the Foreign Office in 1856, from 
abserve how the shipping trade of the Persian Gult (Bussorah), has grown 
e years from 1,200 tons in 1870 (the year Gray, Mnckensic, and Co, 
‘established the firm there) to 167,220 tons in 1895, all British, 4 ~ 
1 also have a very valuable note on the district and tribes through whieh the line 
was intended to run, by the late Consul Robertson, than whom there is no better 
huthority, I donot trouble you with this, as doubtless there is a copy amongst the 
papers of 1886-47 to which T refer. 




















































Yours, &e, 7 : 
(Signed) GEORGE S, MACKENZIE. 


—<————— 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 66. 
Menorandum on the German Mediterranean-Persion Gulf Railway Concession, 


LCALLED at the Deutschen Bank, Berlin, at neon on the Ist instant, and was 
immediately received by Dr. von Siemens and M. Arthur Giinner, one of his ¢o- 
Directory in tho Dentasien Bank, with Hoth ‘whom 1 conversed on tie subject for over 
two hours, 

Both gentlemen expressed their cordial appreciation of Sir Edwyn Dawes! action in 
placing the local knowledge and experience of Gray, Mackenzie, ‘ant Co, Bussorah, 
at their disposal, and ssere most friendly and frank throughout. 

‘hey stated that the bank holds the Sultan’s Concession with a financial guarantee, 
for a railway from the Mediterrancan to the Persian Gulf, and. various preliminary 
surveys are in progress, but before any commencement of the work will be attempted, 
they want to have satisfactory evidence that the promised Turkish guarantee is to be « 
substantial one, 

‘They referred to certain proposals which they liad made to the bondholders of the 
Smyrna-Aidin Railvay with a view to consolidate their respective interests, and 
whereby the bondholders would greatly benefit, particularly those whose interests were 
in arrear. The full interest on the bonds represents about 160,000, per annum, 
anil hy thelr proposal the bondholders would receive about 130,000, per annum, 

Many had acquiesced in the scherae, ut the objections hud cone principally from 
among the holders of the older series of bonds, which were well secured, 

They appeared to attach yery considerable importance to the settlement of this 





















































_ They are keenly desirous to interest the principal European Powers in the under- 
taking with a view to making the railway a neutral highway, and_s0 avoid the inter- 
national jealousies which are certain to arise were it to remain « purely German 

At the same time they foresee difficulty with the Sultan on this point when he 
hears of sich intention, oving tohisantiyathy toany concert of Europe,” ‘and especially. 
fo England, 


[153] 0 
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No diicully is anticipated in raising the necessary fands whieh, they say, cam case 
be fevnd in Germany, though offers of financial help have been received from other 
countries, France being mentioned in particular, 

T auihered, for the reason before mentioned, they would prefer Germany, France, 
Envland, and Russia, each to take part in the undertaking, 

‘hey asked if, with « through railvay connection from Cal 
the Britith Government would be likely to avail of such route for mails, Se, 
to the longer one vit the Suez Canal, 

They sail the jealousy of Russia to the wcheme has heen naturally, inte 
as a soto, the Russians have just arranged a loan o 
2 eon. to enable the latter to. pay off all existing (English) loans, they—the 
Rocdene receiving ii return a control over all the northern customs of Pe 
abreon, and a concession to build a railway from abreez. to the P. 
Tene ay referred, al wrent Fength to the tremendous influence and leverage this 
ll give to Russian diplomacy in Persia, and to the consequent decrease of British 

nput Ene not enter further into this, in view of the articles in the 
‘and the “Times” and “Standard” of the dth instant, 








to the Persian Gulf, 
in preference 























vine of Fars and Persian Gulf—which 
‘d from the Russian arrangement, anil it 
Kermanshab, Shuster, and. Dizful, 
it will readily be understood, 
‘av the hiead of the Persian Guli, 


































THiey both questioned me very closely about Bassoral aul Kewell, and vere 
sitereated in the charts pP Koveit, Bussora’: River, and Bar, and the Persian Gi 
Tad brought with we, and whieh T loft with them. 

Whe Gorman fully appreciate theadvantaze of Koweit asa terminus, but, from various 
remasiss Fgattored tat the Sultan sould prefor Bussornb, whieb is natural, seeing that 
the sheikh of Koweit is semi-independent, 

"Pho question of the Bar was filly diseissed, and L pointed out the enpeme! 

vy conaittee generally in having: it property dredged, therchy enabling deep-lratted 
Barrer eve anid leave at any state of the tide. ‘They saw the importanee of fh 
we Aesopotainian trade but stated {hat it must wait the fuller development ofthe position 
generally 

Wi eprosentative of thefts has been for some time ithe Persian Gull and has, 4 
andoatare, visited Koweit; he shortly expeets to be in Bussoral and they now avait 
iis report. 

shoe vor service was referred to and the questions pat to me shoved that they Were 
fully alive to ily value and importance. Mr. Gwinner inguired. well it would be 
ii ale to. get a Concession from the Sultan to take over, the Oman, Ottoman 
yi utide, ut Dr, von, Siemens expressed bis strong opinion that it being the 
Spvctal property of the Palace, the Turks would mever eonsent to. its transteronce into 
other hands, 

Tn fipressed Dy their intimate knowledge of the working of the Euphrates and 
‘Viuris Steam Navigation Company and the Oman Ottowan steamers, 

Mr tiinnor expects to be in London next month, when he hopes to call upon 


Sir Bdvyn Daves, 
They are desirous of obtaining a copy of Sir W. P.. Andrews! pamphlet on his 
alley Rilway scheme, and T promised to get this for them If possible 
1 a clear impression that the Germans feel the co-operation of ‘the Es 
jc esventinl to the success of their undertaking from a commercial as well 
tandpoint, and that sich co-operation must immensely strengthen their hands against 


political complications. 
(Signed) W. A. BUCHANAN. 





















































London, February 6, 1900. 
rs 
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No, 66.4 


‘Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received February 10.) 


(Confidential.) 
Si 


Adinivalty, February 10, 1900 
nt and its inelosure respecting the 
to Bundey Abbas, and expressing 
of superior force should be at hand 
during the visit of the Russian vessel tothe Persian Gulf, T am. commanded by my 
dang ioe Nesiouers of the Admiralty Co transmit herewith the deeyphers of telegramns 

ch have passed between thy Command hi Indies Station and the 
a vite da this subjest, together sith the reply which it is proposed, with the 
“af the Searctury oF State, to send to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 





” WITH xeference to your letter of 6th insta 
of the Russian ship of war * Gilyake 
3 opinion that a British ship o 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 66a. 


Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet. 





(Telegraphic Admiralty, February 8, 1900. 
DIRECT “ Mel 1 vicinity of Bunder Abbas duting visit of 





Russian gun-boat  Gilyale” 2 waters, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 66.4, 


Rear-Admiral Bostnquet to Admiralty. 
) Februory 9, 1900. 
EN answer to your teleg tant,“ Melpomene” is, now at, Bombay, 
refitting. In aecotlance with request of at India, * Pomone" Senior Officer's 
shi Jani Gulf, has be savour to be present th superior fore 
wherever f yout goes, vot Admiralty wishes? 




















Dovs this: 





SS 
Tnclosure 3 in No. 66.4. 


Proposed Reply to Telegram from Rear-Admiral Bosanguet to Admiralty. 





+ but not in any ostentatious or offensive manners 





660. 





Foreign Office to Admiralty 


(Gonfidential.) 

Sir, vie Foreign Office, February 10, 1900. 
UHAVE laid bofore the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the OUR instants 

forwarding copies of telegraphic correspondence with’ the Commuandersin-chiief ou the 

East Indies Station with regard to the dispatch of one, of Her Majesty’ ships to the 

Persian Gulf to watch the movements of the Russian ship Gilyak,? 

























"Tani to stato that Lord Salisbury concurs in the telegram which the Lars 
tmissiouers of the Admiralty propose Uo send to Rear-Admital Bosanquet, supplementing, 
his instructions to the Officer Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Pomone,” 





1, Ke. 






(Signed) H. SANDERSON 


eee 





or 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 
Memorandum submitted to the Forzign Office in 1585. 


‘TEE most economical and profitable line to approach Central Persia from the 
sonth is vid Shuster, the advantages being— 

1. That, by navigating the River Karun, the land carriage to the important polit 
and commercial centre (Ispahan) is reduced from 453 miles by the present Bushire— 
Shiraz road to 266, vit Shuster. 

2. That the route passes through the best watered and most tertile grain districts 
of Persia, their produce at present lying waste from want of roads and cheap carriage to 
the sea. 

The first concession required is the right of navigating the rivers from Mohammerah 
to Shuster and Dizful. 

‘This line requiring to create its traffic cannot prove nunerative at the 
offestart. 

‘No insure revular working, four steamers, to above and two below the Band at 
Ahwaz, would require to be employed, and to induce English capitalists to embark in 
the enterprise the line would require to be subsidized by the British Government to the 
extent of, say, 10,0001, per annum for a period of twenty years, the subsidy to take the 
form of a weekly contract for conveyance of mails, the Company to undertake to rece 
the mails from the British India Steam Navigation Company's steamers at Mohammerah, 
and to conduet them by a weekly chappar service to Tehran, the ehappar service being 
artanged by Her Majesty’s Legation there. 

A duty of 10 to 15 rupees per chest might, if desired, be levied on 
opium entering Indian ports to meet this subsidy, This tax would not unduly burden 
the grower, since the improved facilities of transport would lessen the cost to a similar 
amount. 

‘The river service lished, T would propose the formation of a Company for th 
construc fa fi terminus of the river steamers to Teliran, the first 
link of the line to be from Shuster to Bourajird (vid Dizful and Khoramabad), a distance 
of about 182 miles, Bonvajird being on the plateau, no engineering difficulties would 
be encountered in extending the subsequent links of the line in any direction, 

It is estimated that of the 182 miles uot more than GO would pass through 
mountainous country, and it is possible that the professional surveys would minimize the 
diffidult ground by following the course of the River Diz. 

The Company would be registered asa British Company, having its: principal seat 
in London. 

Full powers to he acquired to hold on lease and cultivate unoceupied lands in the 
vicinity of the rivers and the line of railway, returning to the State a proportion of the 
produce iaised as might be agreed upon, By this means extensive tracts of Tand at 
present lying waste might be at once brought under grain cultivation, therehy providing 
a ready source of trafic for the line, and revenne towards payment of the required 
guaranteed intere: 


The estimated capital reguived for a Bt, xa 
Titorest ow 910,000, guaranteed by cent 700) 


This guarantee might be secured by the customs at Bushire, Shuster, and 
Mohammerah being bypothecated, the Company undertaking to pay into the Shah's 
‘Lreasury the present revenue of these custom-houses, estimated at 30,000/,, retaining 
to themselves as payment of the guaranteed interest all surplus thereon. 

Major George Napier, when he visited Kermanshah in 1576, stated that there were 
then about $0,000 tons of wheat, the previous year’s surplus stuck stored there, selling at 
3s, Td. per 700 Ibs., giving a total value of 46 


& 

‘The market price to-day of this grain if conveyed to Mohs 

would be oe + oo 459,200 
‘This being a new industry could, until 

tax of } per cent. on the value, representin: 23,000 
4 per cent, Customs export duties on sane grain z 23,000 
Tnoreased duty by rt ion of the Kerman: 

from Baghdad, pilgrims and passengers to 

Shrines, Kerbila, Kum, Meshed, Se. 5 


£3,700 





Leaving, after deduetion of first co: 
ton (160,000/,), taxes, &e. (46,0001. 
further Imperial taxation, 

‘he Shah to concede to the Compa of all payments, taxes, and tolls, all the 
lands necessary for the railway, as also ons and depots requisite for the navigae 
tion, Also the right of cutting from State forests adjacent to the line, free of charge, 
all timber required for the line, stations, Se. 

n case of any land already occupied which may he required by the Company for 
the purposes of the railway or navigation, the Shah to procure it at a fair valuation 

At present Tittle or no traffic is obtained from the district drained by the 
Kanu, while at the Turkish port of Bussorati, distant only about 25 miles from 
Mohammerah, the ocean tonnage to Europe has steadily inereased from 1,200 tons in 
1870 to 67,658 tons in 1885, and in 1895 180,353 tor is, Of which 167,220 tons was 
Bri . 

tis desirable that the L it Tehran should prepare the Shah's Ministers to 
receive the scheme favouribly on its lieing referred to thei by the Prince Governor at 
Tspahinn, from whom it is advisable the preliminary negotiations should emanate, 

In te meantime, Mr, Robertson, who has heen Consul at Bussorah for so. many 
years, possessing a perfect knowledge of the country and language, as well as being an 
intimate friend of the Sheikh at Mobammeral wid the Bakhtiari Chiefs, should. be 
instructed to inake an informal visit to Ispahan, to prepare the Zil-us-Sultan for the 
project, which might be negotiated direet by a representative of Gray, Paul, and Co, 
ostensibly as a commercial yentur 

‘The Agreement between the Company and the Persian Government to form the 
subject of an understanding between His Majesty the Sliah and Her Britannic Majesty's 
Government, ssho shall have the right to intervene for the protection of the Compan 
Tights in the ovent of any interference therewith, 

(Signed) GEORGE 8, MACKENZIE, 


London, 1886. 





No. 67, 
C. Stull to the Marquess of Salisbury. (Received! Februar 


(No.37.) 
My Lord, . Petersbitrgh, February %, 1900. 

THAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship, extracted from the 
“St, Petershurger Zeitung” of this day's date, a précis of an article in the “ Bourse 
News,” on the subject of the new Russian Loan to Persia, 

In this article, the “Howse News,” which represents the opinions held in 
Thussinn financial circles, advocates a poliey of energy and enterprise, by which alone 
the favourable position stcurid in Porsia may be turned to full advant 

Thave, &e, 
nei!) CHARLES 8. SCOTT. 


Tnelosure in No. 67, 
Precis of Article in the “ St. Petersturger Zeitung” of February 4, 1900, 


THE “Bourse News" observes that the conclusion of the 5 per Cent. Gold 
Loan has been favourably commented on—particularly in France mid Germiany— 
although hers and there one can notice some scepticism 

Itis doubted whether we lave enough financial strength, energy, and enterprise 
to take full advantage of the very fiyourable position we have acqttired in Persia, 
But we are persunded that these doubts have no foundation, aud that all those who 
have taken the trouble to prove how our eeonon ress thas been in aecord with 

interests of ou foreign poliey difins the 5 Will share our conviction, 

If we look hack over the period from the vear 1892 we see that we had enough 
‘ans to cary out the *Valuta reform," to build the Siberian railway, to build 
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strateyical railway i Mean- 
while, our polies : , 
e are therefore ri we aflirm that the policy of Russia in Persia will 
quarter. Our neighbour, which has turned to ws 
tiou, looks to us for energy and enterprise, and will willingly 
stend the Ratlway Concessions already granted t0 us. If we only possessed. cnough 
ive we are convinced that the question of acquiring a port on the Persian Gulf 
would also lose « great deal of its “terrible” character. 

This is a question, the decision of which may he deferred, but not entirely 
abandoned, 

All that is necessary is to prefer the policy of “accomplishd facts” to that of 
“writing” (*schreiberei”), as was well observed in an expression, still suitable, used 
by the Russian Ambassador ia London in 1840 to the Russian Imperial Chancellor, 

Yount Nesselrode., 





. Petersburgh, February 6, 1900) 
eronee to my despatch No. 88 of the Joth ultimo, 1 have the honour to 
report that Dhave been unable to obtain any further details of the contract for the 
Russian Loan to Persia t ‘otiew published in the 
. Petersburgh press, and forwarded as an inelosure in my despatch No. 84 of the 
Sst ultimo, 
Tt is understood here that the finn} settlement was signed at ‘Tehran, andl it is 
lent that no information respocting nny unpublished ternis of theareoment will he 
procurable front official sources herv, E 
Count Monraviell has answered all inquivies put to hin by my colleagues in the 
same sense—that the conclusion of the Ioan was a purely sand nonspolitical 
atter, which had heen left in ML. Witte's hands, and that he was himself only impers 
jectly acquainted with the details, 
I financial eireles hero the impression appears to bie that no part of tis Loan with 
de placed on the market, which at the present moment would take very little 
terest init. Although the market at St. Petersburgh is nove firmer than it was, 
there is. no disposition to buy new 
It is believed that the whole 00,000 roubles, or as much of it as execeds: 
tilement of the existing del vwiditor aveount of the Shah's Government 
i the Banquo des Préts, will be furnished by the Russian State Bank, of whieh th 
Banque des Pris in Persia is practically a branch, and that the advantages looked for 
in retwen for this Ioan by Russia in her presont financial condition must be political, 


an public undoubtedly takes this view it considers the terms on whi 
as heen negotiated as indicating a fresh bvilliant achievement of Russian 
vy and as constituting a valuable compensation for any loss it, may have 
sulfored hy the grant to Germany of the important Railway Coheession in Mesopos 
tami 
The public impression seems to be that by the terms of this loan Russia oblizes 
Persin to free herself from all her financial obligations to Gn ain and their 


wances, and by debs contracting any foreign obligations duvini 

eney of the new loan, without Russian consent, forces lier to look solely to 

Russia for assistance and support in the fut 

It is considered, further, in military cireles, that the demonstrat made 

of Russian military strength on the southern of hee possessions in Central 

Asia, and her readiness at any moment to act with striking effect in ense of nny 
sudden emergeney in Persia or Afghanistan, cannot fail to create. its. impression 

Persia, which is thus at the military as well as the financial merey of Russia, and that, 

having thus barred the door aud imude matters safe in Persia, Tussin eam abstain 


from any Turther action at present, and quictly await the natural development of 
events, 





Ey . 


‘These advantages are held to be asuificient compensation for any risk which Russia 
may have undertaken in the matter of the oan and its guarantee, 

Tam unable here to form an opinion as to the importance of this loan and of its 
consequences to British interests in Persia, but what has most concerned me is the 
Conviction which I have derived, from the mode in has been negotiated, that 
no confidence can be felt in any desire of the Russian Governm pemate on 
equal terms with Her Majesty's Government in any question aifeeting 

It would almost appear that, in view of our tunfortunate entanglement in South 
Africa, the Russian Government thinks that it ean leave out of account any consid 
tion of a possible conflict of her interests with those of Great Britain in Persia or in 
that part of the world, and that reliance on mere verbal assurances to the contrary has 
received a very severe shock. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES 8, SCOTT. 





No, 69, 


Sir C. Scott fo the Marquess of Sulishurn—(Received February 12.) 


(No. 42. Very Confidential) 
‘My Lord, St. Petershuryh, Fe 

LTLAVE alkeady drawn attention fi iny previous Reports to th 
which ramours of increasing concentration of Russian toops in Central Asia, in pre- 
paration of some important military movements on the Afghan frontier, are being 
circulated by the military party in iis eowite 

Tliave also ventured {0 express a jrcrsonal opinion 
lating these rumours, and magnifying the movement, whi 
ou, of troops into Central Asia, is 10 create an impression in England, whieh it is 
Hoped will forco us io bring the hostilities in South Afr premature con. 
clusion, 

inst any flea of 


ly powerful, and, strange as it may appear, 

t lis never heon so violontly hostile to England 
at nothin woul he in that part 
Paueasus 

ntanglements to 


ince my conver 
ion with Count Mou 

of the pacific intentions of Mis Majesty or of 

vollengues, who have licen much impressed by ti 

stantiality of the alarming mamours which have reached then, have questioned 

Excelleney and the Minister of War on the subject. 

My German colleague, who had gathered, from what he regarded asa well 
hiformed source, « confirmation of a report that the Governors of "Turkestan and of 
the Caucasus, who haye arrived recently nt St. Petersburgh, had succeded in over- 
coming the seruples of the Ministers of War and Finanes and of Count Mowtravielf, 
ind were now hopeful of inducing the Emperor to sanetion an advance on Herat in 
the spring, questioned Genoral Kouropatkine as to its eorrectne 

lis Excellency, Priuce Radolin informs me, assured him in the most positive 
manner that there was no ground whatever for this rumour, that the object of the eon 
centration of troops at Kushik and in Central Asin was to. make that position as strong 
‘as possible for defensive and offensive action if necessary in ease of an emergency, but 
that Russia was neither disposed nor financially warranted to embark on a long’ and 
hazardous military adventure, 

General Kouropatkine also denied that there was any intention oa the part of 
the Russian Government: to seek permission to extend its railway lines into Persian 
territory, 

Prince Radolin appears to haye asked Count MouravielT yesterday what truth 
there was ina report Which had reache? him that General Dukliowski, the Governor 
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General of Turkestan, had positively stated that an important military movement into 
Afghanistan or Pe wuld be made in the spring. 

Count Mouraviel? gave a most categorical denial of this report, fd that 
all rumours of any a like designs on the part of Russia were 
absolutely false. 

T may add that Count Mouravieif, alluding to some violent Anglophobe articles 
in the Russian press, which I showed him yesterday, told ine that he had hinself 
just received an anonymous letter from Moscow ilireatening to haye him. shot w 
Dum-Dum bullet if he continued to resist the popular wish foroffousive action agai 
England. 

My Austrian colleague, who had also Leard these alarming rumours, but, has 
refrained from putting any question in regan to them to Count Mouravielt, as lie is 
inclined to share my view that they are circulated with an obvious object, told me 
yesterday there was one report which had just reached him that he thought it necessary 
to repeat to me in confidence. 

He knew for a positive fact that the Russian General named Boxdanovitch, an 

r who was not held in any very serious estimation, was stating everywhere that 
he had breakfasted in the company of General Dukhowski the day before yesterday, 
and that in his presence and tliat of other officers, the Governor-General had expressly 
said that he had 30,000 men now on the Afghan frontier, within a month he would 
have 45,000, and in the spring between 60,000 and 70,000, “ot alors je forai la 
guerre, 

His Excellency on being asked whether it were true that the Ameor of Afghanistan 
was dying and that troubles were expected in that country, is said ty have replied, 
“the Ami a ill, but F hope he won't die just yet, for ho isa good 
friend to Russia, 1 am in the most. constant-and cordial relations’ with him, and he 
shows me ¢ n “ernment. 

Baron D’Achwathal also told ane that, he had heard from the Austrian Consul at 
Moscow that heb ‘ned on certain authority. that the four Moscow arms 
inetories sk,” “Sormoy. ahd Mitivelitsche,"* had recently 

for shrapnel aud other munitions 
without fail by next sprin: these orders were addit 
to tliose cohtemplated in this year’s war Budget. 

I feel it my duty to second thess reports at the same tiny with the pa 
assurances officially given to my colleagues, 

T would also mention that I have ascertained tron 

tral Asia that trafic across tho 
unusually large movement of t 

It is at the same tine six 
to M. Witto, is especiall 
remains firm though di V 
rumours, 

‘The Austrian Consul at Tiflis reports to his Legation that although lie ean abt 
no positive confirmation of any large moyemont of trovps to Contral Asti in addition 
to the fou ‘Tillis Regiment abewly reported, detachments of troops 
in sinall driblets. are being constantly embarked at Bakw and preparations nade for 

ing larger ruinforcements, if necéssiry, after them at the shortest noties, 

‘The Indian G is no doubt iakeady aware of the fuct, as pointed out to 

y 1 Beresford, that the change elfected list yew pliving the military 
coumiand in Turkest Independent footing has largely increased the offensive, 

wells the defensive, capacity of that army, aid that Russia has: never yet heen in 
as she now is to act promptly and olfectively: in ease she hns 
‘outhera neighbours, 

fact, and the possibility of the rumours which T have: mentioned having. 
more foundation than Russian offleiais are prepared to admit, will no doubt not be 
lost sight of, and I presume that the Intelligence Department of the Indian Governe 
ment is fully prepared with plans to meet any danger to out Indian possessions thit the 

military party in Russia may threaten us with, 

{tseems strange that if these threats are seriously intended, they should. be so 

uly advertised beforehand, but I feel the grave responsibility which Her Majesty's 
Embassy would incur if I omitted to call attention to them, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES 8. SCOT, 
ee 
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No. 70. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received February 12. 

(Sceret,) 

‘ Admiralty, February 8, 1900. 

TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to trans 

herewith, for tion of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter, dated the 1 
ultimo, from the Communder-in-chief on fhe East Tudies Station its inclosure, 
relative to the proceedings of certain Germans at Kathama Bay, terminus railway, 
without the permission of the Sheikh of Kowe 


(Signed) 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 70. 


Rear-Admiral Bosanguet to Admiralty. 
(Seeret.) 
Sir, “ Eclipse,” at Calcutta, January 17, 1900, 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, the deeypher of a telegram received by me yes terday 
from Captain Denison, Her Majesty's ship “ Melpontene,” Senior Naval Officer in the 
Persian Gull, observing that Ihave furnished the Government of Tndin with a copy 
of this messige, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DAY IL, BOSANQUE 


Tuclosure 2 in No. 70, 


Cuptain Denison to Rear-Admiral Bosanguet. 
(Scert.) 
(Velegraphic.) “ Melpomene,” at Bushive, January 1G, 14 
ARRIVED yestonlay. Letter gone by ma 

satisfactory, Gormnns have yonw to seen 3 Bay, terminus railway, which 
they intenil to aequire dhveetion of from ‘Pw ing Sheikh. f consider Kathama 
Bay, in every respect, hest harbour in P nid think that. it slould not te 
Jost to Enghind, as if can be made a most : station, —{ 
roma here at present 





Noi 7, 


Sir M. Divandd ta the Margiuss of Savisbuay—(Received February 12, 


No, 24 

(Polegraphi Tehran, February 12, 1900, 
BANK Manager informs me that the amended nickel Agreement, sent out from 

England, will not be accepted by the B merits 

of the two Aareoments, but the first I sentative 

Uhope therefore that it will be allowed to stond, if 

repudiation would strengt 





(Received February 13.) 


t. Petersburgh, February 10, 1900. 
LHAVE the honour to transinit to your Lordship herewith translation of an article, 
hed me‘by Mr. Cooke, from the © Meseow Viedomosti” of the 26th January (7th 
February), on i the new Persian Loan and the commercial advantages it 
will secure to Russia, 
Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES § SCOTT, 


Inclosure in No, 72 
Eztract {om the Moscow Viedomosti” of January 26 (February 7), 1900, 


(‘Pranslation,) 

OUR press has paid too little attention to the lately-published Russo-Persian Loan, 
which is of importance as a peaceful victory of Russia over the English. 

in the. position of affairs we must take into consideration the existence 
now for ten years of the Imperial Bank of Persia, founded by Englishmen owing to the 
Concession zranted the 30th January, 1859, to Baron Reuter by the Shah. Availing 
itself of extended privik the right to isa notes, this bank possesses a cons 
siderable capital stock of 650,000/., ie, of more than 6,000,000 roubles, 

Although not popular in Persia, working: chiefly with drafts and similar operations, 
nevertheless, with its nine branches, it yields big enowsh retumns, its balance last yenr 

to 2,035,4161, or about 19,000,000 roubles, It has repeatedly taken part 

Per v ir through its infrumentality, 

Persian Toan for 500,000L, destined for the redemption of 

the tobacco monopoly, 50 injurious to the prestige of Bnxland in the eyes of the Persian 
people. 

‘The Loan Bank of Persia was founded some ten years ago at Tehran with Russian 

th a capital of 2,000,000 fr, It thud for its dhject the issue of loans on goods 
of all Kinds, auetioncering and banking business in general, ‘Till recently its activity. 
was limited to very mode i no Hraneles in other tovns of Persi, 
it could not issue drafts, and its operations assumed more the claracter of loi 
security. And behold the realization of the big foreign Loan of Persia is. arr 
through the medium, not of the English Hnperial Bank, but through tle eompa 
small Russian Loan Bank, and in the Contract it i signilicant that the Persian Goven 
ment lias Hound itself’ from the proceeds of the Persian per Cent, Gold Loan to 
redeem all its former foreign obligations, and uot to conclude, without the consent of 
the Loan Bi 
has heen paid off. 

Holding in its hands all the debt obligations of the Persian Goveriment, becoming 
not only its principal but even its only creditor, Russia has clearly yained in Pe 
financial asd economic victory over the English, "By the Contract of the Shal's Gov 
ment with the Loan Bank, the payment of interest and the amor of the Persian 
5 per Cent, Gold Loan of 1900 for a period of seventy-ti 1 are guaranteed on all 
the Persian Customs revenues, with the exeeption of the revenues trom Fars and. the 
ports of the Persian Gulf, In ease of delays in payment the Loan Bank of Porsi 
authorized to establish a control over the Customs revenues on which the loan ix 
guaranteed. 

‘Taking into consideration the inconsid ° Bank of Persia, 
preventing the immediate issue of such a | the Shal’s Government, and also 
the guarantee of the Russian Government given to this loin, the right of contra! granted 
to the Lon Bank practically passes to the Russian Government, 

While the English are straining their utmost for the war with, the Boers, Russia 
has taken # privileged position in Persia, which materially lightens our commercial 
intercourse with that country. Possessed of vast extents of tree lands, Russin does 
not seek territorial aggrandisement, but is only anxious about markets for the disposal 
of her in i 

fas: 


Q 
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ean take place, for Persix yields the products of a hot climate, which are either unknown 
in Rusein or produced only in inconsiderable quantiti 
‘Though we have no exact data of Persia’s foreign trade, yet eneral total is 
About 45,000,000 roubles, while a Tnrge share of her commercial intercourse is with 
Rassia, the chiel buyer of Persian goods, and the chief provider of manufactured pro- 
ducts for Persia, ‘The latter's poverty is the principal obstacle to the further develop 
ment of her foreign trade, By lending money to her, Russia eases her heavy ee 
position, aud provides the means for raising and improving the general economic acti 
of the country fo the mutual advautage of both nations. ‘The more Persia’s economic 
condition is consolidated, the Inrger the market for the disposal of the surplns of our 
manufacturing industrie 
Our closer economie connection with Persia will be undoubtedly further facilitated 
by the new chaussée road built through the mountain range separating the nerthern 
inces of Persia from her Caspian ports, servi the natural points of our com- 
| intercourse with her. The mountain paths of a year ago, accessible to. but one 
east of burden at a time, have now given vay to suitable exrringe roads, where already 
an active goods’ and passengers? traific is, being carried on, Railway communication 
Hetween Russia nnd Persia will not probably be long in com if by that time 
iy with Persia, coneluted so Tar back as 1897, be bronght more into con 
nance with the modern conditions of the industrial and commercial lie of hoth nations, 
a wiler horizon of mutually friendly intercourse on the basis of equal economic advan- 
tages, will be opened out for us both, 





No. 73, 


Pie Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 
(No. 16.) 
(elogruphie) Py Foreign Office, February 13, 1900, 
WITH. teforence to your telegram No, 26 of to-day’s date, as regards the question 
F tho Shab’s visit to England, 1 agrew that it is better that you should give him an 
uvitation to this cout 
With regard to Bunder Abbas, 1 do not quite mderstand what would be the nature 
of the warning which you propose. 
Should you speak’to the Shah on political matters, it would, Lthink, he better to 
he invitation first, aud then fo inform His Majesty that Thad expressed to you 
regret tliat the confidence and cortiality shown to us for'so many years i 
Persian Government Ind sufferd an apparent diminution, and that Her Majesty 
Government wore doubtful whether such'a change of attitude would he conducive to 
Ilis Majesty's interests. 
ad better confine yourself to this, merely list to any remarks His 
in reply, mid taking care t0 avoid any in the form of a threat 
ning to Persin, 





No. 74. 
Initia Office to Foreign Office —(Recetved February 14.) 


Sin, India Office, February 18, 1900. 

WIL reference to your letter of the Gil instant, relative to the dispatch of 
4 Buitsily ship of war to Bunder Abbas, I am directed by Lonl George Hamilton 
to forward, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copies 
of two telegrams, difed the 10th instant, from the Viceroy and the Resident at 
Aden respectively. 

Lt will be observed that the Viceroy inquires whether any instructions are to 
be given as to tle course to be pursued if the Russians land men, or hoist their 
flag, or attempt to occupy or control the port. ‘The Viceroy will be informed of the 
directions which haye been approved of, as shown in your letter of the 10th 
February, to the effect that the *Pomone™ or some other British ship of superior 


No. 72¢. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received. February 13.) 


(No. 25.) 
(Telegraphic. Tehran, February 13, 1900, 
pt of your Lordship's telegram 
rable in” some respects that’ the 
moment, and in the hopes of obtaining. further 
t has beon held over, T have, hossover, obtained 
all things considered thie i woud by better that 
e long. 
It is said that th greatly eonooried at: aot, receiving 
to a certain: point this is a good thing, it would not, 1 think, be wise 
isk of alienating the friendly fe 
Majesty porsonally, ‘The Saud 
edd he aueston of 
opeless struggle in Afr nat us with His Majesty, ane 
our withholding’ the invitation will ho tried idtonielby bie Rain iin ae 
__, Accordingly Lhave asked for an audience, and, alter maki 
wishes, I propose to deliver to His Majesty. the Queen's 
Tordship’s opinion, desirable that tho invitation should be jprefie 
lout Bunder Abbas or any: other questions ? 
important questions should he brow 
otherwive we cannot be sute that: he 
Thave so far gi 


t mur to acknowledge the recei 
T quite understand t 
invitation should be given at thi 
news regarding the terms of the I 
inforn 


Is it, in your 
A hy any warning 
as! Tt seems necessary in future that all 
Hit dinectly to the notice of His Majesty, as 
ie that. he kine nye about thew, As rewards the loan 
ication of anxiety or of disappointment. 
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foree should endeavour to be present in no ostent: 
the Russian gun-boat goes. But in view of the Viceroy’s enqui 
that if the Russians should appear to contemplate any of the courses indicated 
Viceroy’s telegram, the Senior Navai Officer might be instructed to protest in such 
ananner as ma rd Salisbury to be most advisable; and if, in spite of such 
protest, the Russian flag should be hoisted at Bunder Abbas, then to hoist the British 
flag on the Island of Ormuz, Henjam, Kishm, or whatever island is considered by the 
naval authorities to offer the hest advantages for a nav hase in that neighbourhood. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 74. 
Brigadier- General Creagh to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Lelegraphic,) Aden, February 10, 1900. 
RIVER steamer “Gilyak” here 10 aat, 7th. I calculate she will reach 

Bunder Abbas 16th February or 17th Februai * Waddou”” left yesterday, r 

Bunder Abbas 17th February. Resident at Bushire informed. Repeated Se 

Government in the Foreign Department. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 74, 


Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 
(Seeret.) 
(Belegraphic,) February 10, 1900. 
WITH reference to forthcoming v of Russian cruiser to Bunder Abbas, 

reported by Resident at Aden, T have ordered British s Pomone” to be there 
at the same time to watch and report proceedings. H uu any instructions to 

» in the event of Russians landing men, and cither hoisting flag or making 
attempt at local oeeupation or control # 


No. 75. 


‘The Sadr-i-czam to General Mirza Khan.—(Communicated to Foreign Office, 
vebruary 14.) 
(‘Dranslation.) 
(Selegraphie.) (Undated. | 

HAVIS received your cypher telegram. 

You had better wait on the Marquess of Salisbury again, and say that it is a fact 
that the loan has been concluded with Russia, It should be reme hered, however, 
that fe ar and a-half we made every effort that was possible in 0 
with the English bank, We persisted, but every persuasion and solicit 
part proved irnitles for the reason that the English desired from the b ginning to 
interfere in the administration of the Customs, and to institute control. 
was impossible for us to accept. 1 said everything, and all our solicitations produced 
no effect. 

Thold General (Sir Thomas) Gordon's letter (one of the Directors of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia), written from London, saying: “On my al” (in London from 
Persia) “T nade ever they did not accept.” 

I spoke to the British Minister a lundred times, aud perhaps moi 
ogeasions I spoke to M. Rabino (Manayer of the Imperial Bank of Persia in 
Even about mn weeks ago, when the Iatter returned from London, 1 was still 

specting, On his arrival T sent for him, asked, and was told; “It ts exuotly as 


We were obliged then to conclude the business with others who did not require 
that condition, It should also be understood that the conditions of this loan are not 
so hard as they have been represented. This is again another instance of wrong 
imputation, 


We have borrowed 60,000,000 fr. at 5 per cent. per annum, to be repaid during 
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the periad of ws, on the security of the Customs dues of Persia, with 
the exception of Firs and the Persian Gulf ports. As long as the payments are made 
on the due dates no one has wny right to interfere. In case of defiwilt a control will 
lected, on behalf of the bank, at the central establishment of the Customs in 
in order to superintend and find the resin for the delay. Should this measure 
also fail, the control will be established. As long 1s this debt exists the Imperial 
Government will contract no other losis from any other quarters. latter condi 
is, in fhet, a preferential vight, which it is usual to concede ts 
Ifit has been said that therw ave some secret or other eonditions 


last 

1. ‘The question of control. 

Tt was proposed to 
They would not obtained 
60,000,000 fi. 

Do view the matter with justi i and complaint, 
ax wo persisted to obtain the’ Id gland, but they would not give it, aud the 
terms were made so hurd that it ile for us to accept. We then turned our 
efforts to raise the loan in Fiance, which was « nonteal country. England prevented 
and stopped the procoedings, 

We wished then to borrow jointly trom Francs, Russia, aud Ep 
did not-agree. ‘They know well that we could not do without @ lou 
annually interest, at the rate of 12 and 18 per cor ounts 
wow ebted to the banks, and different Persian and foreign merchauts. We will 
now piy that 3,000,000 fr, as interest on the 60,000,000 fr, we have borrowed, 

were writing in thelr newspapers ar that Persia was 
ur state for want of money and would not ial ns 

Rofitring to the remark about * Balling into the arms.of Russia” it would be well 
if the Marquess of Salisbury would send for General (Sir Thomas) Gordon, aid inquire 
fro) what the Shah said to him whet he had come to take leave of His Majesty to 
return to London, 

His Majesty actually used these words that we wish to attach ourseh land, 
but Hnghind, with her two hands on our shoulders, is thrusting us away with all he 
night inte the aris of Russia, By this expression, His Majesty hud two things in his 

arity of the terms for the loans (2) the unconeiliatory spirit of th 

fnglish Legation in all dealings to whieh character T have repeatedly referred, and, 
through you, Fave often hinted and also stated plainly that nde ointnatances 
and with the disposition of the present: Representative of Her ic. Majesty's 
went, whos cherneter is formed in India, the concord at triondship whieh T 

plished with Lond Saishury’s suppor sibly last any 


Notwithstanding this, the fiiendshi i 

Is.it not in consideration of tha ) tht we have excluded the customs of 
the Pox Mand of Fars, although we neod not have done that ? 

We have made this exelusi in consideration of friendship for Engla 

jerson's remark, L cannot tinderstand the retorence to 
Kirmatistials, received from the English L 
scl reference be found : an shah is adjacent to Turkish fi 
to see wh on it has with Bugland 
No. 76. 
‘The Marquess of Sulishury to Sir C. Scott, 
(No. 46.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 14, 1900. 
30th ultimo your telegrams reporting the Notice which 
Daud app: i ian Gazette of that. day on the subject of the new 
Persian Li ied through the Banque dle Préts, aud the conversation which 
you had had with Count Mouraviei? upon the subjert. 

Mer Majesty's Government cannot but shire the surprise expressed by your 
Excellonoy that, after the communications which liad passed between you aud the 
Russian Goverment with regard to the methods of affording financial Assistance to 
Persia, and the promise made to Mr. Hardinge in September last, that the views of 


(1 


in. Government on the subject shonld be communicated after exaniination of 
the question by M. de Witte, this transaction should have been completed without 
intimation whatever to Her Majesty's Government that such negotiations were in 


lerstand that Count Mourayieif explained to your Excellency that the 
been dealt with by M.de Witte as an exclusi and non-political 

uestion. 

othe ‘cuations of te Loa) hanayas) ar anata He TONGA Gazette,” are 

clearly of a nature which mizht in certain circumstances have very important politienl 

results. In the communications which have passed at intervals between Her Majesty's 
it and that of Russia on the muttial engagement of the two count 

maintain the independence and integrity of Pet 

that both of them have serious interests to sateanard, 

ayoill any proceedings on either side which might lead iey of antagonism, 

Her Majesty’s Government observe that in the statement of the conditions of the 
new Loan, it is mentioned that the eustoms revenues of the Persian Gulf. ports and of 
the Provineo of Fars are not included in those assigned as security of the Loau, but 
the interests of Her Majesty's Government in Persia cannot be considered us restricted 
to the coast of the Persian Gulf or to the Province of Fars, and it would scem 
desirable, in order to avoid tho risk of that antagonism which hoth Goy 
agreed to deprocate, that Her Majesty's Government: should have the opportunity of 
learning exactly what are the conditions of the new Loan, and of discussing tiem 
frankly with tlie Russian Government for the purpose of arriving at a friendly and 
confidential understanding, 

I should your Excellency to take un carly opportunity of speaking to the 
Minister for Foreign Aflairs in this senso, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ALISBURY, 





No. 77. 


Foreign Office to Admivalty. 

(Very Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Officn, February Vy 1900, 
WILE reference to my letter of the 10th instant, Fam direeted by the Marquess 
lisbuny to transimit to you the accompanying copy of a letter Thom tho fda 

Ofice rolative to the reported visit of the Russian sln-hoat + ¢ to Bunder 

Abbas. 


forwards a telegram from the Viceroy of India, askin 
given to the “Pomone,” in the event of the Itussinns 
landing men and either hoisting their flay or endeavouring (o effect an occupation, and 
his Lordship suxgests that, in ease of such action on tho part of the Russians, the 
ior Nav: should inake a formal protest and, if that protest shoulll le 

1 hoist the British flag on the Fsland of Ormuz, Henjam, Kis 
other island as the naval authorities may consider most suitable for naval 


y requests that you will move the Lords Commissioners of the 

y to furnish the Senior Naval Officer in the u Gulf, by telegraph, with 

ions in the sense sugyested. His Lordship thinks, however, that. it 

ially impressed on the Senior Naval Officer that the instructions are to be 

Kept absolutely secret, and that they are not to be acted upon or in any way. mentioned! 

unless some steps are taken by the Russian vessel of war clearly indicating the 
intention to effect an occupation or to hoist the [us Persian territory 

= would he glad to see the tes nstructions sent to the Senior 

Naval Officer, 

Lam, Se. 
(Signed) i, SANDERSON, 











Sir M. Durand to the Marjuess of Salisbury.—(Reccived February 15,) 


(No. 26.) 
(Delegraphio,) P. 
T. Lordship’s telegram No, 10, 
Resident, Bushire, whom I haye consulted, telegraphs as follo 
Sheikh Mahomad and his adherents, could not, in my opinion, be regarded as 
i other than politieal refugees, and, knowing the treatment they would 
probab ive, we could not ask their relations on the Arab them up to 
the Pers 
Tagroe and think that, if possible, it would be better to bring about an amicable 
understanding between the Persian Government and the refugees, and so dispose of 
What in the future may become a source of trouble. ‘This point is, T understand, being 
considered by the Resident. 


Tehran, February 15, 1900. 





No $0, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Receivei February 16.) 


(Contid 
Sir 
1 AM commanded by 1 


thy information of the Secre 


Ta 
(Signed) 


Inclosure in No, 80, 
imirat Boxanguet to cldmirolty. 


Bombay, February, 16 
r 11, Russian gun-boat * Gilyake” a 
Abbas the Ith Fobruary direct from Aden, is making overtures to Per 
ng for coating sti S: ier, anul leaves 
Buebive, Mahommerabs, aud 





Sir N, O'Conor to the Maryuess of Saltsbury.—(Received! February 16,) 


(No. 11) 

(Welegraphic,) Pe Constantinople, February 16, 1900, 
HER Majesty's Consul at Bussorah telegraphs to me, under No, 20 of to-day's date, 

that the Chancellier sit! at Bagilad arrived at Bussorah to-day, and that 

the provisioning of two Russian warships, expected to visi the Persian Gulf, is the 

ostensible object of his journey. 





No. 82, 


India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Recetced February 17.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Afirs, and, by diveetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the’ Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 14th Rebreary, regarding Russian intentions in the Persian 
Gull. 

India. Office, February 16, 1900. 


Tnelosure in No, $2. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Office, February 14, 1900, 
ATION of my telegram of the 13th iustant, 
asked to instruct the Senior Naval Officer on the spot as 


If the Russians should appear fo contemplate hoisting flay at Bunder Abbas, or 
landing a foree there, or attempt to occupy or control the port, he is to protest in 

er indicated in his instructions; then, if in spite of such protest the Russian flag 
should be hoisted at Bander Abbas, he isto hoist the British fluz on Hormuy or Henjam 
or Kishm, or whatever island is considered. by the naval suthorities us offering the bo 

in that neighbourhood. 
Ay desires extreme precautions for see 

Xecittion of these instructions only under the conditions stated, 1 presume you 
ill commumicate to as few persons as possible, and that, if it is necessary to commu- 
nicate to Political Oficer in Gulf, special warning will lio siven as to s 





No. 83, 
Major Sykes to tho Marquess of Satishury.—(Reccived February 19, 1900.) 


(No. 11.) 
Sistan, November 2, 1899. 

IN this presont despateh 1 propose to give some decount of my return journey to 

an, us well us to note the state of airs in that district, which Lam shortly leaving tor 

y head-yuarters at Kerman. 

In selecting the route, my main object Was to finally ascertain which was the chief 
artery or arteries of commerce from the const, to effect which, in the first plies, Lobliquely 
crossed every Iving to thie west, as far as Busiran, which is situated on the borders 
of the Great Desert ; thence Neh was visited—the point of junction for both routes. from 
the south—and, from this important centre we travelled east, striking my former route at 
Bandan, which is the last vil dl on the road to Sistan, 

After having formally installed hospital assistant, Gholam Jilani, and having con 
cluded the solitary pending case, there was nothing to delay mo at Bisjand, exeept the 
usual difficulties of engaging transport on fair terms, but this chronie aahoyance was 
finally surmounted, and on the Sth October we marched to Bujd, 

Mud, the main route from Sistan to Birjund was followed, 
ieross the runge to the west into unexplored 


ed the famous cave of Chinishk, whieh is repiite as a 
shrine, and whiels had recentl jornot of Sistan, 
1 habits, the 
ul sie. 
‘The cave is entered by an almost perpendicular desceut for perh 
whieh it is necessiry to eral past a box, containing bones aud skulls, 





of a sill round hole, which T could barely diaw myself through, and the cave was then 
omewhiat loftier and wider, and, passing a complete skeleton, we reached a tink some 8 fect 
square, hewn out of the living roo! 

A second deseent was here ne 


his, however, open to doubt, 

‘The return, owing to the slippery nature of the rocks, was dificalt, althoug 
bare-footed, and after successfully repassing the n le, the upper 
and Virgil's description of Avernus came into my mind, as, what with want of air and 
much caving and slipping, the experience was more cutious than agreeable, 

‘The Keeper of the shrine had a legend to the effect that the skeletons were the 
mortal remains of pilgrims who, hearing of the murder of the Imani Reza, when on their 
way to Meslied, decided to spend the rest of their lives in this c 

At important route was struck at Mukhteran, but it was not until the next range 
was crossed that we found thit wo had, vt length, bit off the main caravan route, which is 
shown on the sketch hy a blue line. Upon inquiry it appeared that the grazing in. this 
valley is superior to that along the course of the other routes, amid that on this account it 
is always used, 

Our camels evidently appreciated this fuet, as at night nine of them, including wm 
eight riding cunels, were reported as missing. ‘This having heppened ‘before, I was 

ot anxious, but after dispatching men in every direction, their tracks could not be dis» 
bed, 

Sending the ain camp on to Basiran, f stayed behind, and in the afternoon seven 
Camels toturned of their own accord, but not the other two, and Fan afraid that they are 
Jost, as they were finally tracked for’ miles into the Dasht-i 

During our enforced halt of three days at Basiran, a visit was paid to the pre-Mahome 
median mines of Kula Zaeri, or Golden Fort.” 

A 2-mile ride brought us to a small square fort, built af unhiewn stones and mortar 
which had evidently been constructed to protect the smelting works, where heaps of slag 
and some modern huts, with the most primitive appliances, were inspected, 

‘The detual mines aro situated some 2 miles to the south, at the foot of the last low 
lack range, between Kain and the Great Desert, 


‘The system of mining was either to dig shafts, some 70 feet deep, connected by 
galleries, or else to work by cuttiings. ‘The former were not accessible to our party, but 
the cuttings, which were also on a large scale, we examined at leisure. Specimens of 
hat | believe to be copper, cobalt, and, perhaps, lead, were procured, hut there were no 
iptions oF rock sculptuces, whieh was a Asappointment. 


Tinay incntion that none of the Mahommedan travellers who visited Neh notice these 
mings, so thut the walleries must be of great antiquity; nowadays, during the winter, bits 
of ore ate collected and the copper extracted, but the output is insignificant, and only pays 
‘as labour that would otherwise be idle is employes, 

After thive days of ineffectual search, without any news, th ey was continued 
to the smail township of Neh 

‘There, ing Which corroborated what [ har previously heard, so. that 
T can now state with certainty that there are two parallel roads runing north from 
Narmashir, both of which niect at Neb, and that these are the through caravan 
routes. 

As Neh is fully 100 miles west of Sistan, this fact bears out what I wrote in a 
previous despatch, to the effect that Sistan was remote from the main arteries of 
Commetee, and also that the Quetta route would be snore than 100 miles longer than the 
route trom Bundar Abbas, if the entire distance to Meshed were measured, 

‘Taking these facts into consideration, and as Russia his nvither trade nor subjects in 
Sistau (although some Russian goods are sold in Sistan by Birjand anerchants), if she were 
Aware of the course of the trade routes, whieh is doubtful, surely her Vice-Consul in 
Sintan would be almost an “agent provocateur,” 

A few tniles to the east of Nel is a most interesting fort, which las not been noticed 
by previous travellers; it is by far the best specimen of pre-Mahommedan work of its class 
Unt T have seen, ani was undoubtedly the site of seient Neb, 

As fax as Bandan, we were again in unexplored countey, and finally reached Sistan on 
the 25th October, after having placed 4,000 square miles of survey to our record since 
leaving Birjand, 

‘The new Governor is Sarhang Mahomed Riza Khaz, an elder son of the Hishnuut-ule 
Mulk by a concubine, but the actual work, as before, is carried on by the Deputy 
Governor. 
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Attended by the usual posse, both these officials rode out to meet us, while the 
garrison lined the road near our camp. ‘ ; 

T have much pleasure in reporting that we received @ gentiue weleome, which 
favourably contrasted with Birjand, where the intercourse was always official. 

Sistan at the present time is as dry as it was waterlogged when we left it in Aprils 
the Helmand flood was of smaller volume than usual, while none of the other rivers uave 
any help whatever, so that the lake is not, exce; area to the west, known as 
the “ Sea of Sabr,” and wells are the order of the day * A 

Unlike most portions of Persia, owins to the utterly defective system of invigation, 
there is no autumn erop, while the niain canal has been choked by sand, and a diversion 
is being exeavates). i i 

Hospital assistant, Abbas Ali, appears to be a particularly good mun for the work of 
agent, as he has already been twice to Sistan (in 1897, und digain iu 1S5), so that. he 
knows, and is known to everybody, while the unhealthy climute of Sistan snakes medical 
attendance a sure passport to goodwill, 

‘The district in a satisfactory state, as the Baluchi yelations of the tate 
Governor ane tr ing and stealing, to discredit the new Ruler, but as. their 

apopularity is increased by each net of violence, the policy would appear to be short= 
sighted. 

In conclusion, I would bee to mention that but one siall ease ws pending in s 
shile all fresh; information fully confirms my views, already expressed, on. the subj 
the Quetta road. 

3 T have, &e. 

ed) P, MOLESWORTH SYK 


Inclosure in No. Si, 
Sketch Mop, 


[Not printed.) 





No. 4, 


Major Sykes to the Marquess of Salisbuiy,—(Received Bebiwary \%, 1900.) 


Kerman, December 18, 1899, 
followhig: desp 6 the honour to give tn tieeount of any journey 
1 to Kennan, which is the last st my sotuewhat lengthy: anil 
rying (alte, 
As I found that {had to  euncls while ti $i in the 
strict was somewhat: shiorter than 1 ind intendod, Int, at the saine tine, therw wis 
nothing whatever to detain me, and ably to leave with the agrovable fustins 
that the un lonils, 

Just hefore start ceived instructions to sond back the wt 
of my: escort, 2 total of eight, 

j id with some reluctance, as with recent information from Espahan ay to 

an Consul at that city, and the position ie had: therby, 

y; at any rate, aequived, E regretted that Twas uot allowed to keep four sown, 

ily as, from the fact of this post being an wisalatied one, my private 
means are not sufficiently large to keep more than two or tlnee mounted servants, 

‘Tho desert lying Detween Sistan and Navuwashic—a distunes of approximatel 
200 mmiles—is divided into two al sections by the village of Isfoh, with 
modem name of Nasmtabad, ally the woute is of interest ax being, ii all 
probability, the one followed by Kateros, who rejoined Alexander the Great. in Jivalt 
or Rudbats 
Some thirty years ago it was traversed 1 the Sistan Mission, but evidently litte, 
if any, survey was made, as, in the official maps, their route is ouly shown Hotted | 
However, on the present occasion, a surrey from the nev fixed points was curried right 
across the desert, hi spite of the obvious difficulties, a piece of work reflecting muuch 
ceodit on the able surveyor attached to mic. ‘ 

lis 


J Ss 





‘The first two stages lay among t 

of the matchless Rustam, after which 

'furshab, or “ Bitter Water.” the exhaustion of the 

camels, and then two moi ratabad, which is a true 
in the desert, Tying at an elevation of 8,800 feet, this village, which was, it is 

said, founded by Isfundiar, possesses a Inrge kanat of fair water ani excellent eamel 

snazing. 

At thie present time there are some thirty families of cultivators, while T saw quite 
a dozen Baluch tents pitehied close by. 

We liad taken barley for the whole journey, but our si of straw was 
veplonished, and as that is the most bulky article of forage, w lad to find an 
abundance of it, Other supplies were also procurable in fai 

From the point of viow of trade, the existence of thi 5 

te, rind Teould not help wishing that the Nashki-Quetta road possessed a 
village, where wayworn carayans could vest for a few day 

Beyond the commercial aspect, Nastatabad is of nportance as 
ssuanting the only pass through the hills to the south, and it is this fact that. proves 
to my mind that Krateros came this way, there heing no alternative route from the 
Helmand, 

'To conti 


recintly been printed, of a 2 in it a 
fill account is giv 4 ron door, 


e file must be maintained, 

Ono night we bivouscked, using’ w vied from tahad for the horses, 
anil the next morning found us ic Wolf,” which is considered the most 
appalling part of the Dashtet 

M. Khanikoff, who hi in desert, emphatically declares 
thist it yields tho palm in sterility to the great Persian waste, "Personally, from what 
T saw of the former desert, whoit travelling to and from Sainarean|, L gould 
nothing worse than the miles of moving sandhills, without any landinark, However, 
ny fon journeys stcross the Daslitei-Lut, with the exeoption of the first, have all 
von accomplished without incident, which pechaps inakes me under-estiun 
terror 

‘To resume, the water was almost undrinkable, even for our horses 
while a bitter stream—not the Rud-i-Mahi as shoyn ii the latest may 
to the wi oven in November, the mosytiitoes wen Dut we could not 

ze the horrors of the youte in midsummer. At the time of ome 
antival, a bind of nine robbers way at this stage, so we all had to march together and 
also afford protection to four caravans, who ny: rival. 

Mho fact is t seatabad, whore a foree of forty eamolry is nominally 
rnnifained, none avo paid ani, consequently, nat even four men could be provided ae 
vseort, I have, of course, made stron representations on this point to the Governor. 
Gener, as it is intolerable that a main trade route should be ronierod unsafe in this 
way. 

* prank cates tO nove danas aa Teast lay between iraj. On 
tho way wo saw the two columns, also built by the saine Scljivks, Kaward, to guide 
travellors, nnd realized how easily the track is lost among the moving smd 

Pabraj isa village with 200 houses, and: formed a delightful prospect of green 
palms and mimosa, butas T heard that Captain Napier, of the Entolligence Brunel, 
had already passed through Narmashir, 1 prvssid on as fast as possible, travellin by 
the same route as in 189 

Kerman was reached on (le 2nd December, where, after the usual official 
reception, a journey of sixteen months quder was brought to a suecessfil 
tormination, 

‘As T haye, perhaps ftnally, quitted &; Porsia, I beg to state my opinion 
‘hut, after considering the question in all its bearings for a sear, L am profoundly 
impressed with the feeling that although but little comméreial advantage may 

rie, politically speaking, the four dist nder my charge, form the glacis of 
Tudia, ‘and that'to allow Ttu thereon, would vitally affect our 
interests, 

General Mae; although writing from a different poiut of view, speaks of 
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Kain as ‘a point Paypui against Afghanistan.” 1 read this sines writing’ despatch 
. 10, but Tam glad to see that his great authority snpports my views. 
side of this question is worked out at greater length in Captain 
Southern Persia,” in which my theory is embodied, and which 
Will shortly he published. 

Thave had the great advantage of studying the Karun question on the’ spot, 
and would venture to express the opinion that, from the point of view of commer 
South-Western Persia offers an infinitely more attractive field, while, if in the 
future it be intended to control the Shat-cl-Arab, its political importance is: very 
reat. 

On the other hand, I would urge that our vital interests Iie on this: side of 
Persia, and that, as a consequence, our offorts should he directed to maintaining 
British prestige in Eastern and South-Eastern Persia, as is now being done, tnd that, 
in case of Russian appointmonts, no money should be spared to insuro the’ suecess of 
that policy, as T feel sure that, in case of a clioieo being inevitable, the Meshed 

blishment should be redueed rather 4 Sisian and Kain should he 

lected, 
Thave, & 
(Signed) P, MOLESWORTH SYKE: 


Inclosure in No. St, 
Sketch Map. 


[Not printed.) 





No, 83. 
Sir M. Durwiil (0 the Marquess of Salisbury (Received Fel wacy 19) 


(No. 4) 

My Lord, Tebrin, Javuury 18, 1900. 
VE the honour to trausinit herewith the tisual snmmary of frontier and other 
fhe month ended the 14th January, which has been drawn up by: Mr, SpringeRieo, 

Secretary of this Legat 

Vhave, & 
(Signed) ii, M, DURAND, 


Inclostire in No, 85, 
Monthly Summary, December V4, 189, to Jannary 14, 1900. 


Meshed.—News trom th 
Russian troops towards thi 
siege guns are being. brou: 
ments of troop: 
and Mery. 

‘These movements have been ¢ i . of experimental 
character, and all designs on A ve ly AL th sam 

ne it has heen stated by lov 5 Diplomatic 

shortly be appointed in Cabul, and that Agreements for railway end telegraph 
have béeu concluded with the Ameer. ‘These statene in accordance with the 
Policy now advocated in a portion of the Russian press, viz,, a policy of alliance with 
Afghanistan, on the ground that the Afghans are now too strong to. be sitely 


thas arrived at Meshed and is reported to be 

proceeding to his post. ‘The Ameor appears to have written to «nian named Abdul Rastl 
Khan, living in Constantinople, 

he Russian authorities scem to treat with contempt the Persian prohibition of the 

csport of whett and ate orgonizins asystem of food supply from Khorassan, Disputes 





“s 
ve oneunred at Karea with the Persian authorities, and the Russian force there is to be 


e object of the contemplated railway from Tashkeud to Or is said to be to 
the Mery districts accessible from the west without the necessity of crossing th 


ported that the rilway towards Rushk, Herat, south of Kushk, y 
proceeded with, nnd that a party of snrveyors had procecded from Sheikh Juna on the 
Kushk to Pulei-Katun on the Heri Rud, 

Iyjahan—Some trouble ins been vadsed by the English missionaries, who appear to 
have heen distributing x book extremely offensive to Mussulinans, At Shiraz the attitude 
and behiaviout of the missionaries appears to have excited wrave fears aniong the European 
population, 

esty's ConsuleGeneral reports the arrival of two Rus 
evs with fourteen men in military dress, und a Russian off 
of traffic in the various districts. ‘The Valiahd, in the ev 
himselt- saw waggons loaded with rails passing in 

ively the existence of any Railway if, nel i 

ph in this sense, ‘There is, however, # strong impress ‘ehran that 

portant announcement with regard to yallways will be made within the year, 

a) will reside in ‘Tehran to manage all railway business, that a 

written arrangement exisis with the SadreieAzam, although not yet approved by the 

Shak, an in part of the Russian Loan to Persia has been remitted asa 
consideration. 

‘Dhe extansion of the Russian Railway to Khoi will very probably be a paying one, as 
Khot is the prin ‘of trade with Russia in Azerbaijan. 

Bushire-—The tmpster of the Customs from the Darya Beghi to the officals of the 
Persian Government will take place in March. ‘The new Belgian officinls are now on 
their way, ‘The Darya Beghi is. utilizing the last days of his power by every species of 

He attempts to, levy duty in kind on foreign: merchandize contr 
co hitherto. observed ; le refuses to. pay for the disiniector ordered from India; he 
Is to cary ont the Government orders for the construction off « suitable quaratine 
oi}, and for putting the disinfector into immediate use. 

Representations have been made on sll. these subjects to the Pe 
who have telegraphed to the Governor, but hitherto without effect, 

‘The Persian Government state that, having been notified of the re 

ent to adliore to the recommendations of the Venice Contere 16 
scheme for the establistinent of a quaruntine station gt Ormoz as havin 
round, 
‘he bijecks issued by the Bushite Trading Company have lieen withdrawn, except for 


ah’s journey. ‘The Minister for 

Poreiign, Affairs sta 
staying for a tong tine at Conteexeville, proceed 
aind returning by Berlin and St. rsburgh. 
programme, ing to which His Majesty would leay 
ten days in ‘Tabriz, twenty at a wate 
St, Petersburgh and Warsaw, and three in Werlins Ue sou «proceed v 
Hogue and Brussels to Contreseville, where ke wort undongy nty dys’ cure. 
Mtr visiting the Exhibition at Paris, he would spend ten days in E the end 
Of August, and retuen sik Rome iid Vienna ariving ih Tehran in October. ‘This 

ime is quite fusonsistent with the requirements of Mis Majesty's health, and if 
varied ont would probably be fatal. Tt is bemg opposed on these grounds by both the 
Shabis doctors, at the istigntion of His Majesty, who i very miuel averse from: such a 
tou. 

Various rumours aye euvent as to the financi taken by the Persian 
Government, Le appears that they have now applied to the Russian Government for a 
loon salely Russian, but-as yet without success. ‘The liabilities of the Persian Government 
are about 100,008, for the Régie Loan, 209,000), to the Inperist Bank, 850.0006. to: the 
Russian Bank, and 250,001, tor the immediate necessities of the Government, of whisk 
total sum of 1200,000/ at least half boars interest at the mite df 12per cent, Tis not 
impossible (see above) that a sum hus heen ailvaneed or sal! ainount of the debt written 
off in retary for a suites permission to Russia to make railway surveys, If the S 
Jeaves without anakiue provision f ment of the unpaid svlaties of Govern 
officers suid of the soldiers, there tay tic some danger tor the pesce of the capital, A 


ta Paris to visit the 
-Azain hus. since proposed 


i) 


8 before the Commander-in-chief for establishing an armed camp outside the 
s ‘i Ae opposed the European officers on the ground that unl paid these 
froope wil fil to pili ing happeus to the Shab, as is generally rexarded as not 
aprobable. issian nor English banks are in a position to make any 
Bale es The present force in the capital is a little over 4,500 men, 
including 1,20 .Mhe Jas d s fairly well organized and armed, 
besides possessing the oul eflicent: artillery. ‘They re regularly paid, and under 
he direction of Colonel Kossoffsky they would be able to keep order in ease of 1 


‘The Government has made purchases of wh 
English and Russian banks. hie will prove to ly 


is necessary 
that great scarei I before the i 


‘er is over, though at present bread is plentitul, 

en, which, while it makes transport diflicult, ases the proba ility o| 

a good harvest next year. : eee! 
(Signed) ©, SPRIN 

t of the Sadr-isAzam's 


¢, which was ‘ood to be inspired by the Russian Le: 
Dr, Walter, the Russian doctor, who had already examined the Shab, and vepresented to 


him the danzer to which His Majesty would be’ exposed it he visited the foreign Courts 
hefore undergoi . Dr. Walter made a communication in this sense to. his 
Legation, and the next a courteous tele 
‘expressing the hope that the § i 
making eny arrangements for his jour 


im Was received thom the Car 

question of his own health belore 

aigtnents for ij suring His Majnty that he would be shal 

at the end or the bexiining of his cure, 1s might best suit the exigencies 
eee Hing of his cure, as mizhU best suit the exigonci 

Precune Exhibition has already been presented hy the French 

A communicati nade to the Belgian Minister by the Persian Gov 

Helginy Minister by the Persian Government, who 

Kea what ments the Belgian Goverament would make i the event of the Shah's 

he German Minister was informed that the Shah would r o 

Ger thot the Shali would pass through Germany, and 

on the 16th instant called at the Palace and informed the Shah, by order of his Governe 
‘ment, that the Emperor would be glad to sce hin whenever he came, but that there was 

no dl the part of the German Government to intenere with his’ phurs in any way if 

sh (0 vs St. Peter sh before going to Berlin, i 

lah hus, in private conversation with his Bnglish doctor, expressed the wish ti 

goto England, ‘Th SadiieAzain inforuued Mr, Spring-Riee that the Shah woulll Hot he 
able to go to England, owing to His Majesty’s horror of the sea. fis Mizhness has since 
foued to Dr. Odling, when on an unol sit, thot, it was the intention of His 
fest 0 sped sone das i Lonulon afters eure. “No oficial com inunieaton ins been 
made in t + ‘the Moushir-ud-Dowich has not meationed the subject of {is 
a ya hot meationed the subject of His 
the Commander-inechiet will be appointed Regent, with a Counc 

to assist Is and the Moushit-ud-Dowoh as his principal adviser, en” Comvell 
©, 8-R. 


Swoumary of Military Movements reported from Mesheil, 


Tana ines F—Herat Agent reported that four siege unis had been brought to Sheikh 
Junuory $.— Agent at Krasnovodsk informed by Officer Commun 

ry e rasnovodsk info by Officer iiniling infantry 

that 40,000 troops liad been orderel trom Russia, which are commencing to arrive 
with guns. ss 

Astrabad Agent reported troops passiis through Mery, andl moving towards Sheikh 


—Herat Agent reported SO) infantry and four field guts, i uddition th 
nd. normal srartsc 





(1588) 














f 


i) 
No. 86. 
M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received February 19.) 


No. 5 
g y io, Tehran, January 18, 1900. 
| HAVE the honour to inelose herewith a Report on the tour which I recently 
made in Western Persia, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) H. M. DURAND. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 86. 
Report ona Tone in Western Persia. 


T RETURNED on the Lth December from a tour in the western provinces of 
Persian, 

‘The main objects of this tour were four in vumber; T wished in the first plac 
Day longepromised visit to the Ziles-Sultan at Ispahan, and to inquire 
political and commercial situation in this quarter. Secondly, 1 wished to visit the 
puntey of the Bakditin’ tribes, tomakethe personal acquaintance of their Chiefs,and to 
inspeet the nev roud which these Chiefs and Messts. Iayneh Brothers are. opening ont 
fiom Ispahan to the Kars, ‘Thirdly, Tvished to visit the Karin itself, and to 
some Knowledge of mon aud matters in this important coutre of our trade, Binally 
wished to return by way, of Luristan, with the view of inspecting the country. and 
ascertaining, what difficulties lay in the’ way of the old. project for opening up a trade 
route from the Karun to the north, 

Twill dea! with each of these questions in succession, : 

I started from ‘Tebran on the 26th September, accompanied by Mr, Rennie, 

coond Seeretary in this Legation. ‘The Shah hud sent with meas escort ten 

Horemen auuler the command of Colonel Hijhabreul-Melk, the Lion of the Stat 

Hijhabi-w-Mulk was a pleasint-mannered man of n keen sports 

hata gior, and his men were very smart in brand new uniforms, hucar jnekets and 

‘nisbiesy and seattet pantatoons, Our party cons¥ted altogether sf about sixty persons, 
1 thirty horses and ninety mules 

Having along mareli hefore uy we hexan by easy stazes, and it was not until the 

2iul October that we saw the golden dome of Kum, the first important place on our 
les from ‘Vehienn 

re occurred a signiticwnt incident, Kum ts w very Loly city: and full of Mullahs. 
{ho chief Mullaly sent moo confidential mau with the inf mn that the Sadie 
Saunt Hid now sold himselt’ 1 Russia, thit he, the chief Mullaly, was entirely opposed 
1 Ais Highness’ policy, and that if L Wished fe/he would raise such a storm among the 
iriesthood as would Sveop the SudbrieAzam from power, Teed hardly say that 1 di 
Hot eueonraye the se 

Hetween Kum and Ispalian—nearly 200 miles—our march was unev 
i the bills near Soh, where our adyanee cainp, travelline at ni i) 
Hakhthurirobbers. ‘Miese men fired a ter shots and considerably frightened our muleteersy 
(it on hearing that the caravan belonged to the British Minisier they apolosi 
Ire olf, 

‘No marches short of Ispahaw we were met by: the ultan’s right-hand man, 
‘ho vane to yreleome: us and browzht out some of the Prince's carriages. At Espahan 
iUell; Whete we arrived on the 12th October, we were received vith great honour, in 
fet vith rather embarrassing. honour, for his ‘Royal Highness insisted upon any ridinge 

favourite horse, and {had to: make my entiy into the town mounted upon a fat grey 
Arab with a and a portentous saddle of green velvet and gold, There was 
a great crovil. L saw no signs of ill-fecling or disrespect. 
F semained in tsyahan until the WGih October, and was treated throughout with 
inuch eordiality, ‘The Zil-es-Sultan seemed really pleased at our visit, and did all. he 
uid to make’ it agreeable. ‘The Government of India liad very kindly 
th a complete outiit of tents, a set of large tents for the plains, and one of small Cab 
touts for the mountains, ‘These were alt pitel inelosure placed at my disposal by 
the Prince, 


im 


Captain Schneider, the Acting Consol at [spalinn, lind made excellent arrangements, 
and the camp looked very well indeed. 1 am told it greatly impressed both Buropeane 
and Persians. 

The day of my arrival 1 was visited by all the Notables of Ispahan, and by the five 
sons of the Prinee, after which I called upon his Royal Highness in his palace. On the 
following day he returned my visit at the camp, sitting some time in the reception tent 
and making himself very pleasant. 

he Prince greatly resembles the late Shab, but is more jovial and less digg 
Tanner. He seemed rather frightened about the Persian Government and its int 
tions towards him, but expressed the greatest devotion towards ourselves, and assured ine 
that be regarded the badge of the Star of India, which he repeatedly pressed. to His 
‘mouth andl eyes, as the talisman to which he owed. his lite, 

Daring our stay at Tspahan the Prince sent me « private note, written ia Breneh by 
one of his s ng me fo-send to him some one whom I could thoroughly trust, and 
whe 's he wished to make an important communication to me and dared 
not ilo so personally. I deputed Mr, Rennie, shose report of the interview ty attached, 
Bricily, the Prinee informed Mx, Rennie that, to his certain. knowledae, there existed 
Written Agreement hetween the Persian Government and the Itussuins, under whieh 
Bunder Abbas was to be occupied by the latter within ten years, His Royal Highness 
also informed Mr. Renui esent Persian Government, that is the Sadr-is Azam, 
was entirely in Russian lands, 

nally, he expressed a wish that Captain Schneider might remain iw Ispahian instead 
OF Mr. Preece, tow lie disttkes, and lie urgeit thot out Consulate should have u military 
escort like the Russians, who, lie said, overshadowed 

{ thanked the Prince for his communication, but didnot enevurage hin to suppose 
that Mr. Preece would lie transferred, as his Royal Highness hid nothing tangible 
to urge agaist him. Ibis the Persian custom to play off every: (2cu féneny against the 
permanent holder of the post 

he impression whieh remained on my mind after three days’ stay in Ispalin, anit 
three interviews with the Prinec, way that his Royal Highness is vvallyy in w sue well 
disposed towards wud, He has given up all hope of sueceedin Our support, Lo the 
Hiroue of Rersid; Dut he Helieves, a8 all Persians do, thn the partition of the country 
will not long be delayed, aud he thinks his interosts lie insidinyevitlius. Ho liopos lw be 
establis tts as an independent Governor in the South, ‘The Peince lias an Fygligh 
tutor for his boys, some of whom are ent aud utimictive, and ji 

ty of other ways he ‘Oi the other hand, his love of 

ney is growing on him, and his energy seems to be decreasing, so that he lacy net 

ect our interests as thoroughly as he night do. He will nat favo tho Mullahs on ene 
ccount, er ran any other risks, 

The Prince complained to me that the Persian Government iad seit tim no 
notice and T found that this was the ease with all the provincial Governors, 

i Ispatian Texehanged visits with the Russian Consul, Prince Di 

aut and energetic man, He is established ina fine Hone, anil hi 
Pra anda retinue of six Cossacks. ‘These meny Lam told, tively thrash any 
Persians who. ineur the Coustl's displeasite, and it is evident that hw has ereitel 
siderable impression in Tspalian, 1 fear that our Consul, poorly paid, anil without 

ny escort, compares very unfavourably in, Persian eyes with his Russian eolleasue. 

‘The commercial sittation in Ispahian is not wnsatisf 1 aw all the British 
merchants, and they had no complaints to wake, ‘Chey said trade wax aluck, eh 
account of the dearuess of inion, that the Prince 
whole treated them well; and with one accord they assured me that they. hau 
fear from Russian competition. 

‘The English mission: the suburb of Julfa also svensed eon 
Mission, and vas informeil by Bishop Stuart that everything Was. going ‘on quietly, 
fear the mi i as judicious as the Bishop, and that trouble must he 
expected occasionally, but while Twas in fspahun the state of 
ious, 

At Ispahan we beard tiat war lad Loken out iu South Afiiea, ‘Tho aiens ereated 
some excitement, but the Persians took for granted that wre should win au ease ch 
aud the Zil-es-Sultan rvared with Inughter at the idea of the Boers sendine ie at 
ultimatum, 1 tought it well to warn kim and others who spoke tv me about it shat nee 
garrison was small, that the Bours sere’ a to:midable enemy, and that, though tee oul 
mas certain, we were likely to Le very hard pressed for some thine. Tho warning woe 
eccived with open incredulity. From this tine forward, duting the remaining veg 


alin Was sutisiactony 























monilis of our t ews of the war, for the Persian posts and 
clegraphs are little more than a name; Lut the Persians everywhere showed a keen 
ter 


oi 
by 
the worse 

On the 1th Oetaber 1 proceeded to carry out my second ol 
Babhtiari country. Mounted onee more upon the green velvet saddle, 
insisted upon presenting to me, together with two of his best inorses, f rode out of the 
town by way of Julfi, accompanied for some distance by the bulk of the Evropean 

munity. Just before reaching the Bakhtiari country we heard that the Ukhani or 
Chief of the tribe was dead, but as [found we were still expected by his sony and 
nephew we eontinned our mnareh, 

U may be desirable to explain briefly here the arrar $ made for the suevession 
to the Chielship. ‘The Ukhani was, yery old when he died, and for some years the + 
government of the tribe had een in the hands of his sons and ueplews. Foreseei 
that on the okl Chief's death the Persian Government would, as usual, try to sow 
dissonsion among them, they agreed t iy turns in the two 
families, Sirdar Isfendiar Khan, the and after him the 
Sipardar, the eldest sou, and so on. Whether this arrangement will work remains to he 

Av present the Sirdarand Sipardar seem to be practically joint Chiefs. ‘Tie 
other Khans, theft brothers, sit in council with them, and all ave apparentl 
good terms, The diplomatist of the family, Haji Ali Kuli Khan, brother of the 
lives chiefly fu Tohran, as representative of ‘the tribe: and ost 
‘The enuitry ander the control of the Bakhtiari, Chicts « f the Bal 
proper, and cortain districts which the Chiefs hay Persian 
ese districts are called the Chebar Mahal, and consist of fine open 
valleys where an immense quantity of wheat is grown, 

Joaving the Ispahan Plain aid entering the Chohar Mabal, we were mot just inside 
the hills by two youn; ted ts on the part of the tribe, ‘They had with 
then sonic forty’ horsemen, armed with Martini ritles and carbines, and mounted for the 
most pure on wellebred Bakhi 


son, OF ow OF He nen would fit 
tis sllooting: on ck: is the favourite ann n, and they waste 
tiich ammunition over it, "Me shooting is very crratie indeed, and whew they take to 
shooting across tHe Tine of march, as they do at times, an accident is not impossible, 
Mr, Rennie was on one oveasion splattered with eatth from » misdirected bullet whiel 
struck the ground close to his horse, 

Oun first visit yas paid to Haji Ali Kali Khan, who met us with a retinue of 
100 horsemen. Noting coulll have been wiore cordial than the reception given tts by 
this Chief, who took ws out for a good day's ibes shooting, and was in every way 
hospitable and pleasant, He told me the Baklitiari Chiefy in wzeneral were disape 
pointed nt the slow progress made with the Ahwaz road, and the non-appearance 
of the trading caravans, which thoy had hoped to seo, He bexged me to expedite the 
construction of the roads and bridges, and to cheer up the Chiefs, wio had, he. said, 
Veen told by the Russian Consul at Ispahan that tleir money was’ being wasted, and 
thay they would never «et any return for it, 

Ushonld explain that the iden is to divert to this road a portion of the trade now 
passing over the much longer oad hetween Ispahnn ant Bushire. "The Chiots will take 
the tolls, an hope for a good profit, {Lynch Brothers lend them 6.000%, and spend that 
sun in constructing the road, é 

Leaving the broad valleys of the Chehar Mahal, we marched on to. Naghun, where 
we were reevived hy the assembled Chiefs, Mr. Rennie reached this point sepanitely: by 
a shorter but more difficult route, which i to he uscd when the Nauclun ronte is closed 
Uy snow ‘i 
“At Naghwy and another of the tribal forts (Adal), 8 miles distant, we spent three 
days, 90 Vot the Bakhtiari Chiels, and discussing with them the question 
of the toad and other matters. It is iinpossible to speak too strongly of the goodwill 
anid hospitality shown us by these Chieis. ‘They msisted upon our being their guests, 
which meant a very considerable expenditure, for our followin was Targe. Every day 
quantities of stray and rain were deposited in our eamp, With stacks of sugar lay 
oni tice, and bread, and enough melons and other fruit to make all our people ill. In 


every way the behaviour of the Chiefs towards us was friendliness itself, We did our 
Dest to make them happier about the prospects of the road, and when we left them they 
were to some extent reassured, though I coulll not hold out false hopes of an immediate 
transfer of the trade. In other respects, [feel sure our visit did good, and tended to 
Strengthen the traditional friendship between us and the Baklitiaris, which has endured 
since the days of Layard, sisty y 

Before parting with the Khi rode over and visited their central summer head 
quarters at Chighakor. It is a beautiful valley, neatly cireular in shape, and surromded 
by mountains, which, even in the latter part of October, still retained a little snow, One 
of the Chiefs said 10 me, with the fervour of a true Highlander, Ah! if you could sce 
it in spring, when the grass is green aud the hillesides are covered with wild flowers, It 
is Tike am emerald then.” “And 1 could well believe that it must he delightful 
to see, 

Amongst other matters about which the Bakhtiari Chiefs spoke to me was th 
question of the steps to be taken by them in case we ever ceded their services, This 
Was a point which L had carefully avoited, fe 
tion in Persia, and to the Bal 


Riding by my side on 

we pi romul to see that all Persians were 

ng, “Remember, if ever we are wanted, we are ready to join you with 20,000 
wellsarmed, and footmen besides." 

fe the number of well-armed horsemen available is prolably much short of 

considering that the Baklitinri country is at least 150 ales long, by 100 

miles in breadth, it may easily be imagined that if” this great Highland Chieftain were 

to send round the Hery eross, a very large number of clansmen would answer to the 

summons, 

In several of the valleys we passed through Twas told that the “ryots)" whose 
Diack tents were scattered among the oak forests, numbered 2,000 or 3,000 and in 
Luristan, whieh is not larger than Bakhtiaristan, the Governor told me there were 70,000 
households, 

Las much struck by the frank manner and face of Tsfendiar Khaw, His cousin, 
the Sipardar, is less open in manner and face, but also very pleasant, All the cousing 
seemed intel dl showed in our conversations w keon iierest ih a great 
variety of subjects, for example, in bacteriology, Stanley's travels, African sport, the 
‘Vransvaal war, Twas sorry to hear that the Sipardar had sent. sou to be edieated in 


e parted from the Chiefs at Ardel we had in reality seen nothing of 
work on the rond, as up to this point the track trom Ispahan was good enough for mule 
tratlie, 

We now left the comparatively open ground and entered upon the characteristic 
Bakbitiasi country, a series of rugged parallel ranges, covered with oak forests, anil 
inclosing between them narrow valleys, ut the bottom of which rim swift: mountahi 
atreams, ‘The streams are often overhiuns by Immense prosipices, and the scenery is at 
times extremely beautiful, ‘Mie rond has to cross these ranges at right angles, an its 
like marching along the edge of saw. The general slope of the ranges from the vast 
was, as a rule, so far as TL could ealeulate, about 30 degrees, which gives a qndient, of 
nore than 1 in 2,and necessitates even for mules innumerable zigzugs, ‘Unruh this 
extremely difficult country Messrs. Lynch Brothers have been tiying 40 open up the 
trade route, When it is considered that the length of the ‘road actually in. the 
Mountains is over 150 miles, that two consilerabe streams and one switt fiver, the 
Karun, 60 yanis wide, have to be bridged with material imported trom England, and 
that the total sum available is 6000, it will be readily understood that the task iy a 
hard one. ‘The Karan is not only broad and swift, but in flood time it rises bet wou 
50 and 10 fect above the ordinary level, as the water marks on the rocks attest, We 
were sent across the river, at the point where the bridge is to be, in a cradle. hung on 
couple of wite ropes which were stretched 100 fuet above the rocks and water. may 
adi that no skilled labour is available, and that for the stone work of the bridge picts 1 
has been found necessary to import sixteen Indian stone.cutters, 

Naturally the result is not what in England would he called a road at alle Lt 
is a mere track, often very rough and stony, sometimes carried across the theo of thie 
solid rock above the streams, occasionally trying to uusleady uetves, ‘There are tani 
places where a slip or shy on the part of a horse would almost certainly result in. the 
Meath of horse and rider, Nevertheless, for mules the road is good enough, The 
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fact that my patty marelied over it vit 
fairly safe, 

There are several obstncles to the stiecess of this road as a trade ronte, Tn the 
first place, the road from 
muleteers, 
villages their families are settled 
themselves to a strange road, carried over barren and rugged mountains, where there 
are very few villages ani no caravanserais, and as they believe no security against 
attacks on the part of the mountain tribes. ‘These men have nothing to gain by the 
shortening of the time which goods take in transit, and they cannot he expected to 
aveopt the change of route unless obliged to do so. Secondly, the bulk of the Ispahan 
an Bushive trade is earried on camels, eanel carriage heing cheaper than mule car 
and hitherto the heart of the Bakhtiari country has been practically imps 
camels, ‘Thirdly, it will be ditfieult to keep up the road when made. ‘The Bakhtiari 
Chiefy are impationt and short-sighted. ‘They think the 6,0001. for whieh th 
become responsible a very large sum, and object to. spending money in repairs, 
ropuirs are necessary, and unless they are carried out the trade ean never be kept on the 
rond, Atpresent the Luy shepherds actually pull down the rouzh retaining walls of the 
Zigaays ih. order to let their woats and sheop feed straight up the slopes asof old, ‘These. 
people object to.n smooth track; they say “there are no stoncs ty give one a foothold, 
‘Vhe fourth difficulty is that. the exports from Ispahan do not linlanee the imports, 
Messrs. Lynch find it difficult to cbtain loads for the caravans they send across from 
Ahwaz. “Altogether, [think it would te mwise to be too sanguine as to tlie fature of 
this ond, hich, especially as a winter rond, is hn some respects at a great disadvantage, 
Hvon when we marched over it nt the end of Octoher the snow wax falling all rou 
tus, and we eseaped Leing caught by a fow hours only, Persian mules and muleteers 

orted to Zoushin th ab thop will wiforvorarcly exposed to the 
ithont shelter at night, 

Revertheless, [have hopes that if we control the impatiouee of Hie Baklitinel Chiefs 
nul prevent thei throwing up the scheme in hasty despair the road nay turn out 
xucvoss, Some mule caravans do use it, and have long done so. ‘The oak forests 
thro chit lies afford plenty af fuel, When the bridges are finished the road wil 
bo yansable for eanels, and there is, 1 believe, tuod for them all the way. Gradually 
caravans mercase in number, villages: would: sp tip at the different halting places, 
To couvORtoly, kanal athle and the road became funiliar, the dread 
iil disiike of i woul geadually disappear. Porlaps, too, if thing well the 
Chicks could be persuaded to find a little more money for carayanserais, ‘The Tsyaban 
wierehants will gladly avail themselves of the vod JP hey can, saul Ispahan has some 
exports’ to send over it, notably tobaceo. When Tas ot Ahwaz a tobacco caravan 
euine in, Tt had elt fpahan ‘aiter us, and had done the whole distance in el 
dys, notvithstanding the untinished bridges, fn two 
been on board a seo-going steamer at Mohammerah, 

Dushive takes at least twentyetive days, it i evident that the pessible 
money may he great, One’ean only’ await the result and hope for the 
meantime to kvep the Bakhtiari Chiefs steady, 

Tt ould be very unfortunate if this project were to fii, Dees 
yesult might be to turn the Bakhtinris axainst us, and to destroy our influene 
int of Persia where it is at present particularly strong, 

On the Sth November we emerged from the mountains into the Arab plains; and 
& couple of wallopins marches on the flat, a very weleome change after so many days 
Glanibering at foot’ pace, brought us to Ahwaz. Mere | met Colonel Meade, the 
Resident in the Persiin Gulf, and Mr. MeDouall, the Viee-Consul at Mobaramerah. 
Mr, Maylot, the heal of the firm of Lynch Brothers, and the constructor of the road, 
had accompanied us tor some miarelies, and 1 found at Alva the local agents of 
Messrs. Lyteli and Hotz. With the help of these gentlemen T was able to set to work 
upon the third of the questions which Thad to investigate, namely, the political and come 
mercial question on the Karu 

“As to the political situation, there is not much to say. ‘The Arab Sheikh Khazal, 
who dominates this country, is very ansious for our support, and pressed me through 
Colonel Meade for some assurance that we would uphold his independence in case of the 
break up of Persia, whieh he seemed to regard as imminent, He said that he must 
have the protection of Englintor Turkey, and that if we would not help him he must 
turn to the Sultan. 

T could not, of course, give him the assurance he wanted, Jut I sent some presents 


jent proof that it is 


15 


and messages of gool-ill, with whieh, Colonel Meade informs me, he was entirely 
satisfied 

For fear of treachery on the part of the Persfans, and also, perhaps, for fear of 
¢ their suspicions, he did not himself come to see me, ‘The Sheikh's nephew and 
2 was, however, living at Ahwaz, and F had an interview with him, Tt is 

ic of these people that his one request to me was for  recomme: 

his uncle. He explained that he was the natural heir to the Chiefs 
his uncle was suspicious of him, and that he «rently he might be “given 
p of coffee” unless his uncle knew he liad the good-will of the British 


Lynch Brothers hold a. very strong position 4 il. throughout 

Arabisian. They have been persistently opposed by the Persian Foreign Office and its 

representatives on the spot; but by extreme patience and careful management of the 

local Governors and influential nien they have suceeded in establishing themselves 

and their house on the river frout at Ahwaz, in the centre of «, trate which some day 

may he very important, Messrs, Hotz also have a representative at Ahwaz, a Dutele 
is position is very much inferior 

‘The imports consist Of sugar, iron, piece-goods, candles, and other eommodities, 
‘The main staple of export, wheat, is now nner an embargo, and 1 fear there iy little 
prospect of this embargo being removed, as the Persian authorities, from. the Sadreie 
Azam downwards, are interested ig i sport hy Persian traders is 
more Iuerative 10. the officials it trate enrried on by English firms, But 
considerable quantities of sesime and oiler produce are shipped, and the general 
holief is that Messrs, Lynch Brotliers are alrendy doing a yery. proiitabile bisiness. 

nbarzo upon wheat is doing hem, not only to trade, but to the prosperity of 
the ‘Vie Arab Sheikh at Shwaz told me his: people were everywhere lotting 
their land io out of cultivation, as they kad no sale foi the produce, 

On the Lith November we embarked on the sanall steraewheel steamer  Shushian,” 
which plies b 3 iid Shelalioh, the nearest point to Shuster which the steamer 
ean reach, Ci orion, who commands this vessel, tins established excellent 

ans with the people, Formerly the steamer was Hailed with abuse and ineults 
Whenever i appeared. Now the Araby ray along the banks laughing and alouting and 
scrambling for lites and oflier {rut thrown to them, arid on boaed all ayo wompnratively 
onderly and manageable. Captain Norton told me that the only impertinence show 
of late was by the Persian soldiers of my own escort, who had sunused themselves by 
into the water just astern of him, 

From Shelalich we marched to Shuster, the capital of Arabistan, where wo had to 
cross the swift-fowing river on a skin raft, our animals swimming. We lost a hor 
armule, Shuster is very dirty, and very hot ia the summer, “nisi Johann, 
Governor said—like hell, The houses are coasequently suppliot with underground 

hambers, often 60 fect below the ground level, and hers the inhabitants take 
shelter. 

Leaving Shuster we went on to Dizful, the most northitly yx 
which we have a Commercial Agent. Here we found established in Persian house over= 
looking the River Diz, a solitary Englishman, representative of Mesits, Lanch Brothers, 
who was sending away large quantities of sesame seed, ind selling at u eoud profit all 
the iron ays a e could brine up from Mohanitucrah, Dizful is a horrible town, 
‘The streets are literally sewers. When T went to return the Governor's visit, Hey were 
in parts so narrow that E could have touched the house walls on Uoth sides Running 
dowu these walls are open {ili shoots, which discharge their contents into the streets, 
‘There is a raised walk on cach side, just broad enough for n man to valk ony and in the 
iniddle there is room enough for one horse, who steps alony throuzh black liquid sewage, 
‘The stench is sickening, “Mr. Andrews, a xray-haired wan of over a, looked very dll, 
He had no-one to speak to, snd little to read, and very poor foo, aud had nothi 
drink but tea made from the turbid water of the Dix Nevertholess, he wow plucky 
enough to laugh at his discomforts, Tfound he had been relieving his feclinyy by 
poetical appeal to his employers. It ended with the folloning exquisite and pathic 
couplets -— 


* Tf you da uot send an agers 
To take over this rye jigcant, 
You will find Tama zn 
Tis this wad aud lista eornen 


to this point it may be said that our trade holds u ted possession of the 


and as we have cheay) water. carriage, practically as far as Shuster, 1 do. not 























sce why we should ever be ousted. In fact, I feel convinced that we ought to be able 
n trade far to the northwards, into. the towns of Luristan and In 
rings me to the fourth and last of thie objects for which my journey was under 


Before going on to consider this point—the Luristan road—I may oliserve that we 
diverged from Dinful to visit the French exeavations at Susi, a day’s march across the 
plains to the soutl-west. We camped by the so-called Tomb of Daniel, a 

mounil in which lies buried the Palace of Abasuerns, ‘The Frenel 
there was little to see except the deep trenches which th 

however, very foreibly was the fort they had been build for their own 
protection. It ix a very. solid brickebuilt fort, with feet to 
40 feet in height according to the windons 
high out of reach, 


Apparently ti 
ceept on our part, Upon this fort the 
‘8 photograph of the fort taken by 
ie. 

Leaving Diztul on the 17th November we started for our inspextion of the Luristan 
road. We liad been warned that no supplies whatever were procurable short of 
Khoremabad, 120 miles distant, so we had collected » large number of mules and 
onde them with grain and other necessaries, We had even to catry forage for the 
animals, 

Our guides were the two principal Chiefs of the Dirckwand clan, the most noted 
robbers among all the Lurs. In spite of their evil reputation these men served us very 
well, They made no secret of the hatred and contempt which they felt for the Persians, 
but they snid they knew the word of the English was ty be trusted, and thi 
willing to do whntever we liked, Por ten days we were entirely in the hands of th 
clansmen, wild-looking highlanders with straight regula 
Whenever our a les. wo 
nothing could haye been more ir manver to 

i ipitous mounts 

as mainly’ acorn bread, nnd in all ways they 
seeneil extremely poor, here were no considerable villages, but a fen small stone 
forts, and many iniles apart veeasional clusters of black tents, ‘Their only. valu 
possessions seemed to be arms, of which they possessed a large number, mostly 
English Martinis, They used to come aul exhibit these weapons to us) and 
Aisippointed if they were told that any were of foreign make, as some were 
Austrian, and American, 

Here, as in the Baklitiaa’ country, sick and wounded poople constantly 
for help, and thoy: seemed really grateful for what was done for them by Mr, Re 
Lady Durand, who was with me. Quinine in particular, *gani gani® as thoy 
Was always in request, and a sinall packet of it ould make a whole village happy. 

‘here ismuch fever in these mountains, where the rain is very heavy, 

‘There are two rouds between Dizful nnd Khoremabad, “They begin and ent 
together, but one citeles round the base of the Kialan Mouutain, while the other goes 
straight over the niidille of i We had chosen the former route, which, though loner, 
seened a more likely trade route, but we were forced to change, Marching’ alone the 
Valley at the toot of the Kialau se meet the Sagwand clan, who were migrating to their 
winter quarters in the plains near Susi. For to, days we wore breasting this living 

1m; thousands of men aud women ariel children, ant t thousands of animals, 

, small highland cattle, sheep, and goats, and dogs; altogether 2 most enrfous aud 
teresting sight. ‘The men hind uany good weapons anil sore fine looking fellows, 
Some of tho women would have been very pretty if they had only been clean, for theis 
features were good. 

‘This tribe was unable to resist the temptation afforded hy our caravan, and finding 
two ol our mules which, contemry to orders, ot separated from the niain body, some of 
the tibesmen levelled their villes at the imidcteers and drove olf the mules, “We eame 
up to find our Horsemen in hot puisait seross the stony plain. Eventually the 
mules were reeovercd, but the robbers got away with the londs, 

Onr Direkwand. Chiefs, and the id Chief also, whom we met shortly after- 
wards, vere much disturhod hy tis incident, aud exmesily requester us to sitike off by 
the Kialan youte, (rough thé Direkwand country. They said the Bernwand elan woo 
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marching down in rear of the Sagwand, that they were the strongest and most independent 
clan of all, and that it was very doubtful whether they would not loot us, ‘The Direkwands 
Sent messengers into their hill to bring together as many as possible of thefr own clansmen, 
and they promised to stand by us if we insisted upon going on, But they were evidently 
xo anxious about it, fearing that they might get into trouble in case anything went wrong, 
that Tfelt it was unfair to press them. ‘They had informed us before that if anything 
happened to us they were, when caught, to he flayed alive by the Governor of Luristan, 
After some discussion, therefore, | agreed to take their advice, [was glad afterwards 
that T had done so, for the Kialan route proved to he eautifil and interesting, and hy 
no means difficult for a trade route, 

By this T do not mean that any good road exists: Some marches are w long 
seramble over boulders. The hill sides are, in many places, slopes of solid rock, which 
breaks up under the influence of sun and rain, into sharp rectangular blocks. ‘These slip 
down the bill side and form a chaos most difficult to work throngh. At one place, the 
actual Kialan Pass, part of the face of a precipice, many: hw of feet in height, has 
fl y, forming a huge fan or slope of broken rocks, By taking advantage of this 
slope it is possible to rench a broad ledge above the lower elif, and passing along this 
ledge to get over the shoulder of the momitain, Aw we toiled up. the fan on foot, for it 
was dangerous to rido, the horses and mules floundering badly: amoug: the shatp-edged 
Tocks, we saw that the track was spattered with Muod almost at every step, At this 
point and elsewhere, especially: in rainy weatliet, the road is certainly bad and unfit 
Unider present conditions even for muules. Our head muleicer was in tenes almost every 
day at the work his animals bad to do, 

Nevertlicless, 1 think the road presents no difficulties which could not be easily aver= 
come, ‘The niountains are uot so high or the valleys so precipitous ax in the Baklitiari 
country. No bridges are required, the streams being fordable, even. in rainy: weather, 
We hiid very Heavy rain ourselves, but found we could cross. them with ease, All that 
is really wanted anywhere is a certain amount of labour in clearing n track through the 
stones, antl in parts tho track is clear enough already, lyf over hills of clay and shale 
and gypsum, Near Khoremabnd the road pisses through beautiful rolling country, with 
stretches of grass and timber which remind one of au Huglish park. 

‘The prospects of this route are, 1 think, good enougis if tere is no attempt to. make 
it anything more than a mule road, From Dizfal a caravan could reach Khoromabad, 
whicli is the head.quarters of the Persian Governor of Laristan, in six or seven marches, 
From there to Buryjird, another large town in a fing cultivated valley, ix three matches, 
and from Buryjird to Sultannba't, also a larze plice and the centre of the flourishing 
carpet trade, three more, If the road could be opened iv would pay: well. to puish up 
sugar and other goods from the Karun, while the immense nunmbet of carpets yearly 
exported to Enrope and America from Sultinabad would find an easy outlet, instend of 
having to go round by Trebizond or Resht 

Previous atfompts have been made to open this route, and some semisruined 
caravauserais still exist, ‘Traces also of cultivation are to be seen, 

‘The real difficulty lies in the character of the Persian Administration, ‘Phe 
Governors sent down to Luristan rarely remain more than a year, and thiuk of nothin 
but making money. ‘The allowances formerly given to the tribesmen aro now wupaid, 
and they have no interest in keeping the road safe, Any eapable Englishman, given 
free Tand and allowed to deal with the Lurs direct, would have the road open and safe 
in a very short time, for the Lurs are very poor aud most ansious to entn a little money 
by service. 

If ever Persia has again any approach toa respectable G this road will 
certainly be opened to trade. ‘That, however, is the question, With the present 
Governinent I fear we cannot expect it, though f should observe that when I took leave 
of the Sah last Soptomber he asked me to. getup a Company in England and to open 
the road. 

The sealo upon which the carpet industry: in Sultauabad is carried on surpriged me, 
Messrs. Ziegler have very extensive premises, and the numerous villages. around 
Sultanabad are full of looms working for them, Messrs. Hotz also have a brmch, 
working here, 1 eannot say T aiiired the carpets, which seem to me rather coarse. i 
design and often ugly in colour, but they find a ready sale, 


Tt was with real regret that we said gooil-byo to our Dirckwand Chiefs, and T think 
they were sorry to purt from us, ‘They seemed Intensely: grateful for the preseuty which 
they received, kissing our lands and “making the most fervent professions of friendship, 
Thad given them a gun and a rift, telling them that one was for shooting par 


and torent and that neither as to be used for shooting men, They sho 
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their white teeth, and promised to remember what I had said, but I should be sorry to 
vouch for the use fo whieh the weapons may be put. 

From Sultanabad the Imperial Bank has made a carviage road vid Kum, and though 
Tshould be sorry to drive along it at present, the country is open and the marching is 
easy, It was a great relief to get upon flat and comparatively warm ground after the 
snow and cold of the Inst few days and the perpetual ra i we had had before in 
the lower hills, 

On the 11th December we rode up to the southern gate of the town, from which we 
nd ridden out exactly eighty days hefore. During that time we had marched over 
1,200 miles, or over 15 miles a.day throughout, crossing and reerossing the Bakhtiari 
ind Dur Range, It was a most interesting and instructive journey, and will, T hope, 
have w good effeet both from political and from a consincrcial point of view. 

T append to this Report a route journal and some other papers, also some photo- 
graphs taken by Mr, Renni 

Tam greatly indebted to Mr. Rennie for the help which he gave me throughout. 
‘The management of a camp on a march of this kind involves a great deal of works aud 
troublo, and he managed it yery well indeed, 
colloquial Persian, and he showed tact and 
of people with whom he came in contact, 
not have had more cheery or more efficient companion, 

(Signed) H. M. DURAND, 

January 18, 1900. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 86. 


Notes on (Journey from Tehran to cans, by Tipakin and the Bakhtin? Country, auc from 
Alora ta Tehran, ly Luristan and Sultanabad. 

AGREA' part of the route has 
thors, and it seoms mmmecos 
‘teseriptions are: substantially 
to them, 

September 26,—Started by ¢ 
fitty horses. 

October 2—Arvived at Tspahay, 271 miles. Weather cloudy with son 
showers. 

October 16.—Pali At in, day's mareli, 10 miles, ‘otal distance, 10 miles. 
Sew vontes tn Por 0. 88a, Cloudless sky. Mules, three to four 
hours, 

Ootnber 17.—Bistjin. Day's march, 21 m 

Toutes in Persia. Scotion 1, No.38., W Mules, seven liowrs. Rice 
oultivation in iver hed nearly tt mile broad. mbery of snipe, duck, and 
ton, Supplies plentiful, Stafement of conrse of river in route hook appears to be 
inverted, 

October 18.—Kahferukh, Day's march, 22 miles. ‘Total, 33 miles, 

Routes in Persia. Section 1, No, 38.4. Weather fine, Mules, eight hours, 
Night cold. 

October 19.—J4nakin, Day's mare! ‘Total, $8 miles, 

Routosin Persia. Section 1, No. 884, Shamsabad seomed by the road we took 
to be fully 15 miles from Kahferukh, Mules, five hous. Leaving the rogular route 

i, we diverged to the tight and marched about 15 miles to Janakiin, the 
residence of Maji Ali Kuli Khan, Road en osses rolling stony hills, 
Great, quantities of wheat cultivation on all sides throughout this day’s mireh, Cattle 
ploughing bish up hillsides, dsiunkiin yi large, and said to be very old, 
Fuebres still comic there to expose dead. Population 

October 20.-—Htalt Jinakiin, Shot ibox on Koh- 
fine, 

Octoter 2 iin, ‘Day's march, 20 miles, ‘Fotal, 108 miles, 

Routes in Persia. Section 1, No. 88.4, Sawyer. Easy 10 miles by south of 
Koh-i-Sheikh to foot of Zirreh Pass nt Dastand; thence hin. Mules, 
eight hows. Weather tine, Mx, Rennie marched vii Tangi Darkesh Warkesh, about 
the some distance, 


isy marches for Tspahan with five mules and 


Much game, Weather 
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e 20 miles, day's march. ‘Total, 
123 miles, Sawyer. es, whieh 
duck and teal. 


October 24,—Avdal, Visited Tangi Darkash Warkash. village of Bihishtabad 
at the mouth of the pass, where the river is 26 yards broad, Smiles. ‘Total, 
niles, Weather cold ; strong we 

Day's m 

Routes sin, Section 1, No over rolling plain to top of 
the gorge gins the work lately done. hy Messis. Lynch Brothers. ‘The rond 
from Ispalian to this point is easy enough for mules, ‘The descent has been nich 
itaproved, but is still steep, and in one place very diMeult. It is doubtful whether 
camels could use this road in its present state, Weather cloudless. 

Detober 2 . Day's march, 20 miles. otal, 170 miles, 

it, Section 1, No. 38a, Sarkhiin is a little short of Iilistd, 

vying from its constant ascents and descents, Tt has, however, heen 

nnuch improved by Messrs, Lynch, and, though trying, would be passible for camels, 

hy ny fine spring of water at Sarklnin flowing from the elif? above the road, 

which crosses the water by a wooden bridge, Chinar trees and cultivation, Mules, 
ten hours. Weather fine. Hills covereil with snow in the moming, 

October 27.—Shalil, Day's march, 15 miles, ‘Total, 185 miles, 

Very easy road, through oak woods to rico cultivation above Shalil village, then 
steop stony descent to river, a fine rushing stream, with chinars and ash aud walnut 
tices in the hed. Good camping ground Sor Laviles beyond Shalil, Weather showery, 
Mules, five hours, Te f night. 

October 25—Deh Diz, Day’s march, 15 miles. ‘otal, 200 miles. 

Aftex crossing Shalil stream, easy descent over open downs to Pul-icAmaral 

‘dye, ayer a main stream of the Karun, which here bursts through the rocks by a 
wiuding cleft, in places not more than 10 feet, broad. tu the existing 
wicker bridge is very dangorous for mules and would bo impassable for camels, but 

vneh are to build a bridge at a higher level, Boyond the river the ‘road 

out 2,000 feet through oak woods and vocks actoss the fee of a mange 
which lies at an angle of about 80 degrees. ‘There isa short descent and anothor 
climb across a rocky hill face. Much of the rond is easy, and overywhere it lies 
through oak woods, but ere and thers tlie rock face aver which: it lies i 
that it is safer to dismount, Deh Diz lies ina fine wolling oak ela which 
stretehes across fo the great Mangasht range, Weatlier showery, heavy storms 
passing down the Mangasht. Mules, nearly seven hours 

October 2 r-icBalutak, Day's inarch, 12 miles, ‘Total, 212 miles, 

First part of march easy, x tluough oak woods. After this somo stony 
road, with bad corners and stcep slopes into the rieyines and streams below. At places 
the road, a mere path across ‘the side of the ravine, would be dangerous if not 
impassable for came a is a scramble of 800 or 400 yards. eros 
the fice of the sloping rock, perhaps 100 feet above the river, Mules, six hours, 
Weather fine, 

October 30,—Halt to cross animals andl baggage over Ki 
a difficult ford 4 miles off, All had to swim, 

idle at point where Messts. Lynch ven 
completed. When we crossed, ina cradle suspended by wire ropes 100 fect above the 
Water, the iron work of the bridge was not complete, but tho stone plors had heen 
twasly finished. Me. Taylor, of Messrs. Lyneli Brothers, was in charge of the bride 
‘ond road, with an English ongineer, Be ant some Indian stone-outte 

October 31—Malainir. ‘Day's march, 24 miles, Total, 236 mil 

‘There ary one or two bad ecruers ut tie begining of the march, but the road has 
deen greatly improved by Messrs, Lynch Brotliers, and the deseent to the plain is 
now an casy zigzag. Mules, seven hours. 

Malamir plain is perhaps 15 to 20 miles Jong, and contains many reed= 
thateliod villages lymg under t aitain slopes. Caumped by a small square fort 
with: four corner towers. Main village close by, 150 houses. Tn the contre of plain 
isa marsh and some water. nd snipe very tame, 









































so 


November 1.—Malamix. Total, 246 miles. 

Rode 5 miles to northern side of plain to see rock carvings and inseriptions. 
‘Where are many figure carvings and one cuneiform inscription. It is carved on the 
face of 1 rock’ ina sheltered corner, where the water drip has formed a yery hard 
yellowish surface over the stone, Above the inscription ave scratched the names of 
HW. Layard, 1841, Loftus, 1852, and Wells, 1851, 

November 2 ch, 15 miles, ‘Total, 261 mi 

Routes in Persia, Section, No.8S.4. Rode over to the Shegeft-i-Salman on the 


south side of the plain to sce the inscriptions and rock carvings. ‘There are remains 


of many: Jarge buildings here, and a fine eave some 50 fect across, with an inner cave 
inhabited hy Lurs, ‘here was much imaiden-hair feru, and T noticed some curious 
allows, the colour of the stone, 
as described the figures and writing, 

From this point the road is easy. ‘The wooded valley deseribed in the route book 
reminded mo of the Sewaliks, Some of the jagged wooded hills to the right are 
8,000 feet high, according to Mr. Taylox’s measurements, and those to the left are 
higher, Weather tine, 

Novenber 8,—Ab-i-Lash ’s march, 24 miles, ‘Total, 285 miles, 

‘Nhe approach to Kal appointing, and does not come up to Layanl’s 
descriptions or sketeh. But from the south-west, where he took the sketck given in 
iis book, the fort looks much better. he fine stow-clad Mangasht range seems close 

T saw many “Parke” Bakh al with camels. ‘These are 
fugitives, who in old times took shelter with the Kashkais, They and their 
miay be useful liexealt 

Hoayy vain during then 

Whe vou is good, Atte 

struck a river hetive 
les, pou ands yellowing in th 
Climbing up the other side the road passes over a rolling plateau, the Towlel plain, 
Until at 21 miles it reaches another vivor, Ab-i-Lashkar lies off the road to the right 
notoss open countxy, Mules; 1 h the 
Tagua do not 1040), Th th ea fated 
for yours. Whe three valleys fof Mulanair, Ka 
tain 3,000 ryats each, Rain in morning, but cleared lator 
November k—Eavu, Day's inarch, 1 otal, 208 miles. 
Road eas p ascents and descents, but most] gypsum, which altords 
; galloping round hore and there, Wath Road fit for camels. 
Mules, five hous, 

November 5.—Konduk, Day's march, 20 miles. ‘Total, $18 miles. 

Ki going, when we reached a kotul overlooking « rough plateau, 
tho last piece of country, A steep zigzag descent of 1,100 feet, not bad for 
mules, brought us to this plateaus across which we rode fox a couple of hours, crossing 
‘vsureamn in which were mauig thin long lsh with reddish fins and tails. Some of the 
road is troublesimie because of Louldors, but most of it is over earth hills, and one cam 
cantor it times, From the western end of the plateau one sees the plain strete! 
away: to the Kavun, and the low Aliwuz hills, desvent of 500 feet to plain, ‘Thi 
rouil is good for camels tloughout, Warm on arrival, Many flies. Water muddy, 
Dnt not bail, Mules, seven hours. 

November G.—Woeiss, Day's march, 28 miles. ‘Lota, 846 miles, 

Smiootli level yoing, across sandy plain. Arab village of Khaneri half-w 
Wells all over plain. Karun, at Weiss, 300 yanls across, Mules, eighthours, Weat 
fine. Dust storm on plal 

Noveuber T—Ahwaxz. Day's snarch, 16 miles. ‘Total, $62 miles 

Routes in Persia ion 1, No. 55. Flat, smooth, galloping ground. Tmmense 
quantities of sands Some cultivation, Mules, five hours, Weather fine 

November 

Very hot, Ahwaz is now a flow village, and Messrs. Lyneb haye an 
excellent house at Bunder Nasri, on the nik. The steamer “ Malamir” was 

ing olf it. Tramway rans round the hax of rocks, along the left bank of the river, 
the Malamir” to the lighter draught * Shushan.” Heavy 
sain duving the night, Lightning all round. 

Vireniber § 

Hon and offal day, Very heavy ab night 


oremoer 1.—Bimili Kit, Day's Total, 390 miles, 


sl 


Went on board “Shushan,” and steamed up to Bandi Kir, which is said to be by 
ronil about 28 miles. Camp marched up from Weiss. Flat, ev. e routes in 
5) 
during night. 
25 miles. Total, 315 miles, 

‘his is the place where the “Shushan” unloads for Shuster. ‘The landing-place 
is a mud bank, with no shelter of any kind, and the stream was very low in. spite of 
the rain, ‘The Ab-i-Gerger is narrower than the Suez Canal, ‘The Arabs ran along 
the side scrambling for frui ables thrown to them, Bluek pavtridges and 
snipe vlose to landing place. Weather fine. 

Nerember 12,—Shuster. Day’ miles, ‘oti, 128 miles, 

March through some cull it bank of Gerger. This was once a 
rich piece of on works aro gone, 


exhaustion. 

Noveu y's march, 20 miles. ‘Total, 443 miles, 

‘Mee miles song stony road, which is veally 

et above the present water level. ‘Then the road gets upon a soft 

plain, with some bushes and trees, Very good going, Tneessant heavy. rain all day, 

with wind and storms from the mountain on the right, Good caravanserai at Koval, 
Mules, seven hours, 

Norewbe= 14 izful, 

in Persia. Section 1, No, ) int camp. After 

passing bend river bed the n ool, though stony inp Much rice and 

sesime cultivation, The town, which stands high, looks imposing as one approaches, 

Dut it shrinks on arrival into & very mean place indeed. It is filthy beyond words, 

mitch more so than Shuster, not: loss. y lunge flocks of  Kulang” to 

the ri 1. Great numbers of wild geese fying over the camp in th 

evening, 1 couited over 100 in ten minnies. Weather fine, Mules; si 

hous. 

November 106,—D al. 

Camped on the right bank of the Diz, opposite the tayn, whieli looks very 
ustering over the pebble cliffs. shove the bridge is in. tain 
dus was the official residenes of th of Avabistan, « walled 

e the Governor is site from disturbance 
Weather thie, 


Easy rnd, but stony in pitts 
rouse and black partridges, and some duck. 
. Mules, six hours. Rain at night. 

November Vi—Dixtul march, 16 Mota, 498 miles, 

Rode back by a shorter road, equally good, Some sand-yrouse and black 

howery, Mules, five hours. From our camp near the bridge 
we could clearly sow without glasses the Bronch fort on the Susi mounds, 

Novenber 18.—Baliend. “Day's march, 16 miles. Total, 509 mile 

Routes in Persia, Seetion 1; No. 20. collecting teu days’ supplies of al! 
kinds we left Dizful for Khiwamabad under charge of two Derekiwand Live Chiefs. 
‘Phe road to Ralarad is good. ‘There is «deo all of houlders just hefore reaching: 
the camp, but nothing to stop mules, ‘The camp was on level turf ou the left: bank of 
the river, and about 100 fert above it, Just helow the camp was a beautiful hig pool, 
with dark rocks and pebbly shallows and clear vater. On the rocks is a curious 
platforus, evidently atone time'iuhabited, for it hears marks of citing out, with some 
curious rows of cup-sliaped marks, possihly caused by the rubbing of reed-mat walls 
he rock is soft and the cutting must be comparatively recent. 

‘The bridge below the camp (600 yards) is « fine old structure with three massiv 
piers in, thestream. Only one of tho driginal five arches is nowy standing. ‘The bids 
suggests. that there was once a really good road through this country. Above tile 
bridge the river bed is formed of soft roc! carved! into fantastie canals 
and round holes, like golf holes, by pushing along stones, many 
of which we saw at work. ‘This stipplies the well-known mill euttings 
at Dizful and Ahwaz, 

[15s3} 


} villages, Many 











82 

Behind the camp at Balérud is the great flat-topped hill called Kula Kazim. 
precipice at the top has fallen in one place, and a square pillar stands out prominently 
against the sky. ‘This hill is a striking object, and we saw it behind us for several 
days. Weather fine, Mules, five and a-half hours, 

* November 19.—Kala Reza. Day's march, 26 miles. Total, 585 miles. 

Routes in Persia, Section 1, No, 29, Road fair for mules, and could easily be 
made very good, though it is stony and rough in paris. A ie valley in front of 
Kala Reva, with the great mass of oh-i-Kabir hounding it on the west. Our 
Ditekwand Chiefs told us that forty go, when they were children, a white man 
without, arms or legs (Kavanagh) mid spent months in these hills, He was 


cavried in a"kajavoh” or by a Lux. Weather fine, Mules, nine hours. 
. Day's march, 10 miles. ‘Total, 545 miles. 
ion 1, No. 29. T cannot make out the route book at this 


‘We marched for an hour andl a-quarter, mostly over stony road, andl then reached 
ilar of stone and watch about 12 fect high, which marked the crossing over the 
i Another pillar was visible on the opposite side at about a mile off. 


Doscending hy a very rocky and stony eation we passed through two steps or layers of 
thie shiv roughly 50 feet in depth, and then reached a single arched bridze 
over the river, ‘which was another 50 feet below. A short distanee down the river are 
the rome four othor bridges, apparently destroyed or blocked by the fall of the 
pebble The river contracts here among the tocks toa breadth of a little over 
10 feet, with very deop blue water. At one hone and thive-quarters we reach 
sovondt pillar, At two hours thirty-five minutes, after some rou, 

tho edge of the gypsiun cliff overlooking the Karkbah River, C ig down 100 feet 
Iya good zigaag in the cliff we marched along the river bank for a short distance, 
then climbed up a gypsum hill till we were perhaps 00 fect 

‘add was yery bad indeed, the path literally frayed through the gypsum rock, iy 
wo deseonded into the stream again by an almost perpendicular path, and reached our 
Gunp ubout a milo below the Puli-ang in aliout four hours nt a-hat, Wes 

Mules, five hours, 

Novenber 21.—Noxth of Puli-i-Tang. Day's march, @ miles, ‘Potal, 
Starting in the morning we visited Py about Linile away, where the Karkl 
River issues from the side of the Koh It has carved a deop narrow fissure, 
#0 narow that tore aro seceral places wera a ian etn fump across, The actual 
Dridge is a single arch structure, 60 feet above the water. ‘The rocks are so fantasti 
¢ally worn by the water that they overlap, and close to the Inidge the river can neither 
he seen nor heard—yet.a very short way below itis a fine viver, 80 yards broad, and 
uunfordable. Having heen persuaded hy the Direkwand and Sagwanil Chiefs to take 
the Kivlan voute to Khuramabad, we returned from Pul-iTang to our eanping @ 
amd then marched on over gypsuin hills about £ miles further, Weather fine.) 
tivo hours, 

November 22.—Sax-Ishkaft. Smiles, ‘Total, 549 mile 

‘his mareh took us three and thres.quarterliours, {¢ was one long sernmble over 
Woulders, and very bad for the horses legs. The mules fell more than ones, There 

occasional shale slopes, which gave them some relief, hut generally we were in a 
socky river hed, or on hillesides of solid rock split up into xectangnlar bldeks by sun and. 


$3 
rain, There was, however, no danger, anda little labour would make the road good 
enough for mules, 
‘The camp was pitched just under the tremendous precipice of the Kinlan Koh, 
perpendicular cliffs, one above the other, with narrow sloping ledges between 
them. Weather fine, Mules, four hours, 
Sar-i-Gul, 10 miles, 569 miles, 
Started in cloudy weather with a few drops of rain, and made our way on foot up 
a steep slope of boulders which lind fallen ftom the precipice. here was no. attompt 
at ayad, and the horses and miles flotmdered among the sharp stones, which wero 
covered with smears and spatters of lod. After one and three-quarter hours wwe got 
upon.a sloping shelf above the lower cliff, which was Hero perliaps 100 feet high, 
Striking off to the right along this shelf, upon which some oaks were grow 
reached iv about one- hour the shoulder of the mountain, and turned 
downwards into th sod, ‘The ni helt was broad and good, except 
at onc aul fallen across it. A kind of bridge of branches 
had be and the mules were helped round one by one, thelr 
loads getting past with diff ‘Then we had a two hours’ climb downwards, partly 
through oak woods, with a more or less made road, partly over bare. stony slop 
psuim Hill with onks to cast side of Kinlan, ‘There was thre 
sm immensé Iandslip from the cliffs above, and the yellow sear remains, Much 
is found on this mountain, ibex and partrides : soveral of each were brought in by our 
Lurs. Mules, five hours. 
Novevsber 24.—Mukhbarabad. march, 1 miles. ‘otal, 579 rniles. 
Routesin Persia. Section 1,No.29 a. Aneasy march, Crossing a rocky stream, 
we marched over a very gentle rock slope dotted with oak frees, Tyas like a natural 
Pavement, with grassy bits at times, After reaching the top we had some soft goin 
over and earth, and then « drop into the Mukhbarabad Valley over a small 
gypsum hill. There are traces of tion in this valley, and n caravanserai. Seen 
from Mukhharabad, the Koh-i-Kialan, or rathor the eonttal block of it, looks like the 
hull of a huge ram bursting through the waves, 


‘ace Wied 120K, prow 
A DUTANCE. LIKE THE: 


The pass isat x. ‘The top is flat and covered with onks, 
along the side, “Weather fine. Mules, four hours. 

November 5.—Ab-i-Sanl. ‘Day's march, 19 miles. otal, 502 mile 

Routes in Persia, Nos. 20 and 20 A. Crossed small stream, and then marelied up 
an easy pass for one hour and a-quarter, It was stony, but thero were also. erase 
slopes, and for mules the road was easy. ‘Then there was a drop into a grassy hollow, 
and some hundred feet more of npward zigzag, until, at one hour aud three-qu 
wwe wore at the top of the pass. The Lur Chief sail, “Woe call it the Bu 
the world (“dar dunya”) it is known as the Little Kialan (#Bacha-i-Kialan "), 
Another one hour and three-quarters over grass and shale and clay brought us to the 
foot of the Dalich Pass, ‘This was very rough and rocky, hut short. We dismounted 
and walked to the top in three-quarters of an hour. From thie top there was a stony 
hut easy slope through oak woods for one hour aud achalf to Ah-i-Sard, a small stream 

fect wide, Camp on right lank. Weather showere all day, Very heavy, min 
hefore reaching camp, and all night, Camp ast , Mules, six hones, 

November 26,—Chimashk. Day's march, 13 miles. Total, 605 miles, 

Started in heavy main. Fairly good rond, with some stony hits and 
rocks. After an hoitr we enterwd the Afrina Valloy, anil, following. the 
Julfanchour, crossed to the right lank, In spite of the honvy main. the 
little water that the dogs walked 2c wetting thefy bodies, With, 
10 yards. 

Immediately afterwards we erossed a small Dnt rapid tributmy. After two 
hours we dropped into the Tugun stream and cross il. ‘The water was 20 yants 
wide, and up to the bottom of our horses’ hocks. Good fond. At three houpe 
twenty-five minutes we reached the tanks of the Chimashk River, which was 
thickly wooded with willows and poplars, Three-quarters of an hour more brought 
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SE ROUTE of TOUR in SOUTH PERSIA 


us to the Chimashk “Semi,” a fine new building, which was, however, occupied 
dy a Persian treasure guide. It was raining hard, and we had to camp outside. 
‘The Chimashk stream here leaves the valley by a gorge under a great crag. Tt 
was so narrow that one could jump across it, b horse which fell in went 
completely under. ‘The march was picturesque, ‘There were many ascents and 
descents ‘over gypsum and deep rth cliffs, like Devonshire. We saw one 
ccially fine hill of the deepest eolour—broad bars of red and orange and blue clay. 
, six: hours, 
Nivender 27.—Kinvamabad, 
Started after heavy rain, and followed the 
then leaving it, marelied up and dowwa rolling hills, ston 
nuked rend. Much Teautiful scenery, oak woods 
inglish park. ‘To the right were the summer paste 
loft those of the Judaki, who hold the uplands of 
the oak woods just above us, Met a troop of ‘Te 
Arabistan, 
Aftes four hours twenty minute 


or 805 
a broad and 


nn Cossacks going down to 
with some gooil cantering ground, we came 
suddenly upon a view of the Khuramabad Valley, It is a fine, flat valley, perhaps 
20 miles long by 10 iniles broad. Descending some lumdreds of fect past t 
Pieturesque Sera and Tmamyada of Shal-in-Shah, we ad a long gallop across the 
plain, wd in spite of somo flooded rice ground got in by sunset, seven hours, Mules, 
eleven ows. Weather eold and stor 
Novvuder 28-—Khurraraabaut, 
Cannjied in fort garden, Nhe upper fort in ruins. ‘The towspeople are beginni 
to cultivate agaiy wnder ‘the protection of tie Ain-ed-Dowleh, the Govern 
Arabi nd Luristin, ‘hey told me they liad not done so of late for fear of the 
Tans, ards about tlie town, Lard frost sit night, 
Noveuber 20—Zigha, Day's au miles, otal, 631 miles, 
Routes in Persia, “Section 1, No, 29." Pine hut cold. Much snow on 
Vreoring hard at Zin with a strong wind, 
November 30.—Chalon Chula. Day's mare 
Routes in Porsia, Section 1, No. 20. hard frozen, 
telegiaph station now at Kala Ragan. The broad is the summer 
Hiend-quartors of the Lavi 4,000 mon, ar . the hills 
all yound ave the summer pastures of the Bemyvand, and other Luts, and here 
“mmaliyat’” are gallected. fro Tho view over the Silakhor Valley, in which 
lies Clialan Chula, is magnificent, It seemed to be fully 50 miles long, ‘To the 
southeast lay the luge suowy mass of the Uslituran Kol, the Tinit of the Bakhtiari 
ountiy. ni the valley, to the north and novtlevest, lay other snowy el 
ais ringed round with snow. ‘To. the noxiltewest_ a dark patch, 20 miles 
UBuryjird. ‘he bridge over the Diz is in fair repair now. Weather 
‘Mitles, six and a-half hours, 
December 1.—Burujird, 20 miles, Total, GOL aniles. 
Vewutiful tat yalloping ground, Much cultivation. Camped in Goyernor's 
girden beyond town, Sky cloudless, Mules, six to seven hous. 
Decenber ' A andl cleat sky. 
Decenb “s murch, 18 miles, "Total, 707 mites, 
Persia,” Svetion 3, No. 1 
¢ for two aud a-hall Lows Easy road over carth, practi 
Stones, hing hard frozen but sun wank, Anevoid showed 2,000 f 
then stuck at its maximum. hen some aniles of snow and stash, 
reach w of Saxlava, wh 
told nie te Latte lind looted completely aiter the lato Shalts death 
culty we could judge on aceount of the su ht up to the sum 
Muny toes aud villages in the folds of the hills: Wheat ahd opin about 
Frvoaing hunt at night, Mules, fhe hots 
20 miles. 
Routes it tion 8, No. 1 
Ey rouen when we st 
ground, for five hours, passin village of 
On for {wo hours over the flat to Tu 
to right anid lett before reach 
Dills Debind us as we 
December 5, 


Total, 674 miles 
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Windy night with some snow at'Tureh. Morning fine. Marched out across fine 
open valley. On our left was a craggy mountain, perhaps 1,000 feet high, which 
reminded me of the sphinx. After one hour crossed over river 20 yards wide by an 
eight-arched bridge of stone and brick, ‘Then rolling ground good for galloping. 
At three hours fifteen minutes reached big village of Namakkur. Between this village 
and Sultanabad there is one narrow stony gorge, but most of the road is through open 
well-cultivated country, It was very cold, the snow lying all round in patches, the 
streams hard frozen, and the wind very keen. Snowstorms over the mountains 
behind us. Mules, nine hours. 

From Sultanabad we returned to Tehran vit Kumm. ‘his road, up whieh the 
Tmperial Bank now runs carriages, is too well known to require any notice. 

My calculation of the distances would make the total march just 1,200 miles, but 
some of the marches in the mountains may have been oyer-estimated. 


(Signed) H. M. DURAND. 
February 5, 1900. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 86. 
Memorandum by Mr, Rennie. 


is afternoon, and presented the 
ed your letter, which he opencd, 
s then said he wished me to deliver a 
it down in writin 
us he had entertained feelings of friendship 
he could for British. interests 
“1 do not forget bad tim 


He then went on to complain that no notice of your intended visit to Espahan had 
Yeen given him by the authorities at Tehran. He lind written two or three times to 
Mushir-ecl-Dowleh on the subject, but had veecived no reply. He had asked the 


pr-ul-Mulk why no information had heen nd the answer he gave was 
sitisinetory. Ile said this was done intentionally to stir up ill-fecling between you 
and himself. 

He then turned the conversation to the subject of the Russian Consul, and con: 
trasted Prince Dabija with his retinue of Co $ and large amounts of money at his 

r. Preeee, who was form “telegraphji,” and whose inanner was 
not conciliatory. My, Preece, he said, m “adham khaili khub”—a very good 
man—but that he was “ tund "—impatic and would never give way on sinall 
points, whereas Prince Dabija was a very able diplomatist. Captain Schneider, he 
said, he was much pleased with, and his one wish was that he should always rema 
Ispahan. He said he ought to have some “sipahis,” in order to be in a favourable 
position as compared with the Russian Consul. Tis Re Highness recurred to this 
subject several times during our conversation. 

Ile then suggested that you should call on the Mollah Bashi. I said that you 
had called yesterday, and that he had not been at home, and that you intended going 
to see him this afternoon ; and he made a further suggestion that you should send the 
Munshi to inquire after the health of the Imaam Juma, Agha Nedjefi, and his brother, 
which he said would have good effect. 

He complained that Persia was falling into decay, that the Shah was nobody, wil 
that within two or three years there would be a olution in the country, which 
would come from within. The Ministers and the Government were, he said, in the 
hands of Russians, who could do w they liked in Persia. He asserted most 
positively that there ed a written engagement to hand over Bunder Abbas 
within the next ten years to Russia, who meant to swallow the whole of Persia at 
one gulp. 

{ arranged that you should pay his Royal Uighness a farewell visit on Monlay 
morning at 10 o'clock. 


Ispahan, October 14, 18 
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No. 87. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received February 19.) 


(No. 27.) 
(Gelegraphie,) P. 
MY telegram No. 24. , 
Modified contract has been returned by Persian Government, who peremptorily 
ind fulfilment of essential condition of Agreement within 5 days, failing whieb the 
business will probably be transferred to the Russians. Tam told by manager, who is 
very anxious to carry out Agreement, that main objection of Directors is to effect that 
Persiai Government haye no legal powers to undertake redemption of proposed issue. 
I know of no legal limit to Shah's powers in this respect, but Tam not sure that I 
understand the objection. Tam afraid that the very powertul influence of the Hakim- 
ul-Mulk may be alienated, which he now seems inclined to exert in our favour, and 
that charge Of breach of faith will be made against Bank. 


Tehran, February 19, 1900. 





No. 88. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 20.) 


‘THE Undor-Scerctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
n Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
ation of the Sceretary of State, copy of documents regarding 
sof Arabia, 
Initia Office, Rebruary 19, 1900, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 


Brigudier-Geneval Creagh to Government of Bombay. 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Aden Residency, Ji 

LAV the hononr to give you the following news from Al-Yemen, 

Dii-Sufik—Vighting has taken plee hetween the Turks and the tribesmen of 
AMicbin-Murshid al-Muamadi, at a place named Uzlital-Aduni, ‘The ‘Turks lost one 
nian killed, ‘The Arabs desorted their fortlet and betook themselves to the mountains, 
‘The ‘Turks destroyed the fortlet, 

Sana. ¢ Ramadan is over, to regiments (fabur) of Turks are to be sent 
to ‘Al Hujariali” in order to arvest'w movement sail to be in progress among the 
tribes, 

Hashi—1U0 Turks are said to have advanced to the above place in order to collect 
haxes, One of the offivers wont to a certain man and demanded his tax whieh was paid. 
‘Vho olliger returned a day or tivo after to the same man ant demanded further payments 
‘and threatened him in case of failure to pay. ‘The man thereujon stabbed and killed 
Mim, ‘ho ‘Nirkithew advanced‘and surrouried tho tow nd foeked ip all the stores 

, and threatened that unless the murderer was given up, they would destroy the 


‘The Sheikh of Jail is still with the Turks and is inviting them to go to Jaif 
taxes, 
Copies have been forvarded to the India Office and to the Quarter-Master General 
in India, 1.8, Simla, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) OM. CREAGH, 


(Confidential) len Residency, January 26, 1900. 
Copy forwarded witli vomplinionts to the Secretary, Political and Secret Department, 
Tudin Obice, London. 
(Sigued) OM. CREAGH, 
Briguidier=Geneval, Political Resident, Aden. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 88, 


Government of Bombay to Government of India. 
Sir, Bombay Castle, January 11, 1900. 
WITH reference to this Department telegram dated the 1st December, 1899, 
Lam directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Government of India, a 
copy of a letter dated the Ist ultimo, ftom the Political Resident, Aden, subinitting 
a full report on the attack made by a portion of the Subaihis on the Abdali Sultan, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) 8. W. EDGERERY, 


retary to Goverament, 


Tnelosure 
Brigadier-General Creagh to Government of Borbay. 


December 1, 1899, 
AS promised in my telegram of the 80th ultimo, T have the honour to submit my 
report on the matter in question, 
2. By Governmont Resolution in the Political Department, No, 1818, dated the 
ad March, 1899, the Abdali Sultan was permitted, in order to establish the security of 
main caravan routes and to control as much as possible the traffic in arms, to 
sceupy, the port of Tas-al-Arrah, and to establish posts at ‘Turan and Dar-al 


3. ‘The reasons for taking this course are detailed in the correspondence printed with 
the Government Resolution quoted above, 

4. ‘The post at Dar-al-Kodemi was occupied ly some of the Atif, who were friendly 
to tho Abdali, but on the 28th October last, the Sultan reported that. this garrison 
had become inimical to him and had deserted the post, and that le had sont a small 

of bis men to. reoceupy it, but that on approaching the post his men had 

ambushed by the Atifi, who fired on them and killed ono soldier and one 

man, and wounded a camel, ‘The Sultan's party retired to Am Nawa'im 

above Dar-al-Kodemi (in the Mansuri comtry) and instituted inquiry as to their 
assailants, 

‘This inquiry showed that the nts consisted of men of the Atitfi, Somati, 

and Al Wasba, sub-tribes of the Subaihi, Tt may here be explained thar the 

igliteen sub-tribes, who, if combitied, have a fore of over 3,500 


6. It may be mentioned that at the post of Dar-al-Iodemi were stationed three 
men of the Abdali, who were detained prisoners while the attack was delivered on the 
Sulta 


1th November last, the Sultan again reported that he had sent, his 
brother and another of his officers, who, it is presumed, were accompanied by sonic 
force, to inquire into the matter. ‘This party arrived at DarealeKodemi and remained 

day and a night, During the night they were attacked hy the Subaihis, and 
ven and one mule belonging to the Abdali were wounde 

8. ‘The Abdali Sultan then gathered his tribesmen and engaged the Sabaihis on the 
30th November last, Tn this action, which lasted fr {ill 2 vat, the Sabaihis 
lost two killed and four wounded, while the Sultan's forces had ten wounded, one 
severely. 

1), It will be seen from the above that the Sultan's opponents were only a portion 
of the Subaiht tribe, and it was deemed most desirable that operations against them for 
their unprovoked attack on the Sultan's post should be terminated as speedily as possible, 
otherssise it. was on the cards that the whole Subaihi clan might combine, in whieh event 
our direct interference might lave heen called for. IL was under these circumstances 
that [ issued 2,000 Martini-H 1,000 Snider cartridges to the Sultan, as his 

heen almost exhausted in training his men, and that L asked permission to 
rtridges and fifty solid shot for his Gepr. guns, and that 1 also asked 
Tord him further aid ug this permission E ht 





in my mind the possibility of the combination of the whole Subaihi tribe against 
the Sultan, who would in that case have required our moral, if not our active, 
support. 

10. I am, however, glad to be able to report that the section of the Subaihi wlio 
attacked the Sultan's post have now submitted to his authority and have given him four 
hostages for teir future conduct, and have hamstrung a bullock in acknowledgment that 
they were in the wrong in making an unprovoked attack on the Sultan’s post ‘at Dar-al- 
Kodemi, 

11. ‘Phe reason for this attack has not heen given, as the Atiffi have ignored my 
connntinieations to them on the subject, but in all probability their action was caused 
by the Sultan’s mensures to stop the import of arms at the port of Ras-al-Atrah, 





No, 89. 
Sir M, Durand to the Moryuess of Salishiiry.—(Received February 20,) 


(No. 25.) 
(elographie.) Tehran, February 20, 1900, 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's telegram No. 17, 
and to'state that as the question of tie loan was disetissed at personal interviews there 
Was no written communication about Kermanshah, I have good reason for believing 
that not only Kermanshah but also the Gulf ports were offered by the Sadr-ieAzam as a 
security. 

Tiave liad amother conversation with the Bakhtiari Chief about whom £ spoke ir 
iy’ Celezram No. 1M, He says that the policy of the Sadr-ieAzim, which is now 
undoubtedly one of absolute subservieney to Russia, is comp 
nor the SadreisAzam's friends. ‘Phe Gulf customs were included in the ori 
jut the Shab refused to sanction it, saying that he would not quarrel wit 
secret conditions have been approved by His Majesty, but it is believed by the Bakhti 
Chief that te Sadr ins cil 4 porton the coast to the east of Bunder- \bb 


ais well asa froo passnge for Russian troops through Seistan, My informant added 1 
the danger of the loan is 


zi yall and that there is strong feeling, both 


A hy the war in South Afri 
‘heir argument is that they are far more numerous than the Boers, aud that if the lati 
ave able to wive usso much trouble, the Persians axe able to resist any attempted invasion 
of Persia hy Russia, 

‘All this the Bakhtiari Chief said of this own accord, [had called on him to talk 
about Messrs, Lynch's road, and did not allude to the loan. His statements are important 
ais hie has always been so strong a supporter of the Sadr-i-Azam, 





No. 00, 





Sin €. Seoll to the Marquess of Sulishury—(Received February 21.) 


2) 

hie.) P. St. Petersburgh, Februacy 21, 1900. 

Hut stands to y one eI 4 len for Foreign Affairs 
Positively assures me tlidt the Russian Goverument has not the slightest desire uor 
titontion of acquirins any coaling of other station at Bi ewhere in 
the Persian Gull, and that most positive instructions in this sense, and distinct orders 
nol to entertain any such idea were given to Uie Commander of the Russian gunboat 
sout there, 
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No, 92. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 
(No. 23.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, February 98, 1900. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 27 of the 19th instant, the Bank Directors 
fear that the Belgian Customs Administrator has been allowed by their Deputy 
Manager to draft a contract by which the bank might be exposed to very serious 
liabilities in the future. 

Phe directors are anxious, however, not to offend the Persian Government, and 
they have accorlingly instructed their Chief Manager to examine the original Persian 
Contract, with the assistance of the Legation Interpreters, und they will at once 
conclude the arrangement, if satisfied that the bank is sufficiently protested and ineurs 
no extraordinary tisk. 





0. 98, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Felwary 24.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herenith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from 
the Viceroy, dated the §th February, and of n telegran sent to bis Excellency in reply, 

23rd February, regarding & French coaling station at Muscat, 

India Office, February 28, 1900. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 93, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


sph February 9, 1900, 
YOUR telegram of the 19th Januar 
Cox considers Kalbuh open to same objections as Riya ; and as Sultan of Muscat 
‘a several times informed verbally and tn writing that we refuse to acquiesce in any 
ide Muscat Harbour, he urgently: dissuades trom suggesting|ed} arrangement, 
which would, he says, have worst possible political effect 
Meade adds that sharing Makulla Cove offers only possible solution, and that 
Denison, R.N., considers accommodation offered in Makalla is sufficient for 10,000. tons, 
and is oly suitable site for dept from every professional and legitimate stand-point, 
We entirely concur in these views, and strongly reiterate the opinion expressed in my 
m of the bth, August, in aupport of which we rely upon Her Majesty's Govemntnent. 
possible to go back from position which thoy authorized us to take up. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 98. 
Lard G, Hamilton to Government of India, 


(elegraphic.) India Offer, February 28, 1900, 
MY telegram of the 19th January, and yours of the 9th February : Muscat, 
fate force of your objections 10 Kalbuly site, and am anxious to avoid any 
concession which would have any appearance of surrender. As itis very desirable to get 
agreement with French Government out of the way, I propose as follows: — 
ram Meade’s leter of the 20th August in your despatch of the Stat August, 
and Inclosure No. 11 to your despatch of the 17th August, it seems elear that Makalla 
offers practically equal conveniences for two coal godowns of similar size, nan.ly, 
ours in use aud another which you propose for the French, The French have committed 
themselves to an admission that our godown No. 1 would suffice (see Foreign Office 
despatch No. 251 to Monson of the 19th July, 1899, and French Memorandum. inelosest 
). Considering that we have repeatedly declared our readiness to concede to 
(1583) 2A 
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French a position equal to our own, and have refused them positions desired by them as 
being, not equal, but superior considering, also, that your officers report that other sites 
in Makalla are, or can easily be made, as advantageous as the site we now occupy, I 
propose that we offer the French their choice between our largest godown No. 1, referred 
to in French Memorandum above mentioned, and the other site referred to by Meade as 
suitable for the French, By doing this we show good faith, and shall be in strong 
position for refusing any other concession. 

Lord Salisbury approves this course, { trust you will be able to concur, 

Please consider, and telegraph early reply. 


No, 94. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received February 24.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a Secret letter from 
the Goverment of India, dated the 25th January, regarding Muscat affairs. 

India Office, February 24, 1900. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 94. 


Government of Initia to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Seeret,) 
My Lovd, 


correspondence 1 
, In cons 


We have, &e, 
(Sighed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
W. 8. A. LOCKHART, 


DAWKINS. 
. RALEIGH. 
DENZLL IB 


Inclosure 2 in No. 94. 
idenint-Colonil Meade to Government of India, 


(Contidential,) Bushire, November 20, 1809, 

THAVE the houour to acknowledye the receipt of your letters, voted in the margin,® 
regarding Muscat affairs, and, in doing so, would invite your attention to the letters and 
inelosures from Captain Cox, Political J zent at Muscat, eopics of which accompany, 1 
also inclose a copy of a teloztam sent by me on the 20th October to Captain Cox. soon 
after the receipt of your letter of the 2nd idem. 

2, Since dispatching his two letters noticed above, Captain Cox las telegraphed to 
Say that he had not then seen your letter of the 7th October, which was not sent to 
Muscat under flying seal, but caine hero disect. A copy of it was forwarded by me to 
him, and he syishes it to He stated that lic had not seen it belore he wrot 

3, T do not understind, however, from this telegrani, « copy of whieh is attached, 
that Captain Cox wishes: to modify his views, end L have’ ot, therefore, Kept buck his 
letters, ak I would otherwise have otic, but forwurd then ior the cousideration of the 
Government of Indi, 

» Dated Detobe 


o1 


4. Lhope to meet Captain Cox shortly, and would suggest that I may be allowed to 
defer giving a final opinion on the future’ course to be adopted till I have been again to 
Muscat and spoken to His Highness and the Political: Agents 

5. On one point, however, I think the Sultan’s improved attitude towards Her 
Majesty's Representative warrants early action being taken, and I recommend that the 
Political Agent may be authorized to pay the subsidy for the current month on the Ist 
December, 1899, A decision as to the disposal of the question of payment of arvears, and 
the other points mentioned ia this correspondence, may, as I have alteady suggested, stand 
over without inconvenience till [ visit Muscat. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 94. 
Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonel Mende. 


Muscat, October 24, 1800. 

1 HAVE the honour to refer to Confidential letter, dated Simla, 2nd October, 1899, 
and inclosure, from the Government. of India in the Foreign Department to your address, 
which was forwarded to me under flying seal, and to submit, for your information, my 
views on the matters adverted to therein. 

My letter of the 4th instant to your address will have apprised you of the 
attitude adopted by Bis Highness the’ Sultan towards me on first arrival, It 
appeared to me to be both friendly and cordial, and our subsequent relations have been 
equally so, 

3, At meetings with His Highness previous to yesterday, 23rd instant, neither he nor 
1 had broached any important question affecting His Highiiess’ relations with the British 
Government. Thad rather beon endeavouring simply to inspite him with some 
measure of confidence, in the hope that after we hind had sufficient intercourse to enable 
him to feel his way and to gauge my attitude towards hin, he would, when a convenient 
‘opportunity offered, make the first move and unburden himself tome, and the fet that 
the Vazier, when calling upon ine on the With instant in connection with the cholera 
epidemic, extended a strong fecler (ostensibly on his own account, but doubtless 
inspired) as to the attitude of Government towards Mis Highness, gave me some reason 
to think that the Sultan possibly intended to approach me on the subject at no distant: 
dite, 

4. This surmise proved to be well founded, Yesterday, 23rd instant, T asked 
Colonel Jayakar to be good enough to interview the Sultan with mie reyarding oxisting, 
nieasures for the prevention of sproad of cho . ‘The Vazier, Muhammud= 
bin-Azzan, was with His Highness when we arrived und sias present. throughout the 
interview. After discussing the said sanitary measures, and one or two unimportant 
current matters which I desired to mention to the Sultan, [remarked that T bad 
nothing further to trouble His Highness ubout, and asked him if there was anything 
remaining which he wished to discuss. At first he veplied iu the negative, und wo were 
Breparing to take our departure, when he somewhat nervously brouched the aubjest of the 
subsid 

ave me the opening I had been viaiting for, and we resumed our seats in 
order to continue the conversation, 

A discussion ensued which fasted for upwards of two liours. ‘Time does not admit 
of my giving a résumé by this mail of all that passed. T shall do so in due course, 
Briefly, I may say that both the Sultan and T expressed ourselves frecly, und that th 
I took with him was that prescribed by the Goverment of India in the f 
me verbally at Simla, 

. The bearing of His Highness during this conversation and the sentiments which 
he expressed satisfied me of the bona fides of his assurances, and 1 informed hin before 
we separated that it would give me pleasure to report fivonnibly to. the Government of 
India of his friendly attitude, 

7. In pursuance of the foregoing I would now request that 1 may be instructed to 

rin His Highness that the Government of India have consented to the prospective 
resumption of the eubsigy, and that I may bo permitted to make the first payment at the 
beginning of November for October, 

S. With regard to the payntent of thio accumulated arrears, 1 hoy respectfully to state 

at I generally concur in the opinion of the Goversinent of Indi expressed in paras 
sph & of their letter under advertence nx to the cojuse which it is adlvisnble to pursue, 
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but I beg to point out one or two aspects of the question which a primd facie consideration 
of it presents to me. 

9. 1 think we must, in the ordinary course of events, expect His Highness to demur 
somewhat, if he can, to the deduction from the said arrears of the balance of indemnity, for 
this reason, that the gradual liquidation of the amount by means of the punitive tax is no 
burden upon His Highness personally, The only inconvenience which he experiences 
from itis the occasional reluctance of the tribes to continue paying the impost, and in this 
connection I may mention that the present severe epidemic of cholera in Muscat and Oman 
generally keeps countrymen away from the port and is likely to give the Sultan immunity 
from their awkward importunities for some time to come. So far, however, as 1 can 
express an opinion on the point at present, T think the deduetion of the amount from the 
arrears should be insisted tipon, 

10, Sceondly, it is necessary to mention that the amount of accumulated arrears 
will not cover the payment of the loan with interest and the balance of the indemnity 
as well. 

‘The figures are approximate as follows — 





Amount of arrears of aibsidy from] — Rupes. | Amount of arrears of inataents| ‘Rupees: 

Deceniter 1808 to Septembr 18h Mie om Hecount of loans for same 

Ith itive, at 7,200 ropes pet hs, At 2,00 rupees pet me 

MEME ay ae | 78000 cnt aoe eed va 
Parther total alines dae iv lgui= 

Vion of foun, abouts. es] 36,000 

Balance of indemnity dae wo Wsita 

naljects, a 130 tupees per 100 

tolling aboot ceva] 3400 


20,000 


Dofielt a | 14,000 


W000 | foal 000) 





‘Time does not, admit wy putting my suggestions in regard to this deficit on 
paper by this mail, I sball hope to do So, however, by the next steamer for the 
Persian Gull 

11. Since the above paragraphs were drafted 1 have received by steameship * Simla,” 


whieh arrived this afternoon, your telegram from Karachi, instrueting me, in view of th 
Government of India letter under reference, to use my discretion as to holding out to Hi 
Highness! hopes of the resumption of tho subsidy, without committing Goverament. 1 
trust you will consider that { was justified in making use of the opening afforded me by 
the Sultan on the 23rd instant, ad that the line which 1 then took was quite in harmony 
with the spirit of your message, 


Tnelosure 4 in No. 94, 
pain Cov to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


Muscat, October 31, 18 

IN continuation of my letter of the 24th instant, [have the honour to atta 
a Memorandum) of my conversation of the 23rd instant with His Highness the 
Sultan, 

In ease any of the language used ear brusque on paper, I think it 
well to mention ‘that our interview throughout was of & perfectly friendly and 
cordial nature, 1 should not have thought it necessary to trouble you with such lengthy 
details were it not my first conversation with the Sultan regarding his relations wit 
Government, and did not the resumption of the subsidy partially depend upon it. 

8. In the couise of a few minutes’ talk with His Highness yesterday in reference to 
another matter, I asked hin if hie was still of the same mind as to what he bad said to. me 
on the 23rd, He again made protestations of his desire to please the British Goverment, 
and referring to our personal relations said, Whatever occurs which you think is uot 
proper you must tell mc, und T will see to ike” 

4, It would be folly to expect uny sudden improvement, or to aver-rate the value of 
the sentiments which he lias yow expressed, but [ think, as T have before stated, that | 

attitude to me, the fact of his having so far done violence to his feelings as to ask 
subsidy, and such assurances us he his now given, afford sufficient grounds for the 
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resumption of the subsidy prospectively, and for ion or dictation of the 
terms on which the arrears also would be paid. 

5. There is no doubt that the result of the unremitting labours of the French Consul 
and persons inimical to us has been to make Saiyid Feisal excessively distrustful of the 
motives of the British Government and of its Representative. Granted that he is of a 
suspicious temperament to begin with, I am inclined to think that His Highness’ illiterate- 
ness has had no little to do with that result, It must be remembered that he can 
practically do no more than sign his own name and talk the loeal patois of Arabic; he 

ignorant of the etymology of the language, and the consequence is that. anyt 
writing has to be interpreted or drafted, as the case may be, by other parties. By the 
toker ness 
y nF 

easy to understand that in nine ca en some word or phrase 
n be distorted and represented to his igaorant mind as carrying some meaning, or 
inuation, which was never intended, and the same influences would be at work in 
the case of his written communicati , No efforts of mine will be spared towards 
counteracting these inevitable outside influences as far as ay be; but a cure, if achieved, 
as has been the progress of the disease ; meanwhile, I think the above 
considerations point forcibly to the advisability of :egotiations h His Highness being 

cartied on as far as possible by word of mouth, 

7. 1 beg to refer you now to paragraph 10 of my letter of the 24th instant, 
Knowing, as 1 do, the clearly-expressed views of the Government of India, in regard to 
payment to His Highness of “compensation” in the matter of the arms seized from 
steamship “ Baluchistan,” it is with the greatest diffidence that J venture to approach the 
subject again, and I should not feel in any way warranted in so doing did T not hope that 
first impressions on taking over the duties of Political Agent in Muscat might be held to 
constitute some excuse for the presumption. 

rom att ethical point of view it is, of course, perfectly patent that the Sully is not 
any way entitled to compensation, und, as is known to you, Major Fagan explained the 
situation thoroughly to His Highness, both verbally and i. T think, however, 
that it is conceivable that an individual of Suiyid Feisal’s standard of intellect canno 
at the matter in any but a purely practical light, ey., that he was on th 
“netting” so many dollars, but that owing to his co-operation in the 
British Government the haul was lost to him, At all events, that is undoubtedly the 
light in which His Highness persists ia viewing the question, and the att 
stanices are just sufficiently colourable to enable evilly-disposed advisers to impress that 
view upon him, and for bis own uneducated mind to persuade itself into the idea that 
e have broken faith with him over the trans 
o believe, is the idea that still possesses hin 
it exists it may prove just sullicicnt excuse to His 
ighiess’ conscience for want of complete sincerity in his relutious with us. If, therefore, 
the Government of India, in view of their wish to give the Sultan a fair start finance lly 
could make the deficit, as set forth in paragraph 10 of my letter referred to, a ground for 
tie generous reconsideration of the question of compensation, the account would be thereby, 
balanced, and His Highness would start with something in hand as well. 

8. 1 had hitherto had no communication whatever with His Highness on the subject 
of the arms’ trade, but since writing the letter of which this is a continuation, 1 have 
received a reminder from him of which 1 append. translation, It refers to His Highness’ 
communication to my predecessor, dated the 26th May last, which was forwarded to you 
with this Office letter of the 30th idem, I have told the Sultan that since the ipt 
of his former communication no fresh orders have been issued by Government, but that 1 
will make a reference on the subject as requested, 

9. Major Fagan has already addressed you at length on the general subject of com 
pensation in the matter of the truffie in arms letter of the 29th July, 1899, 
and, as that letter is possibly still under consideration, it seems needless for me to add 
anything further here, 

10. Referring to the question of (a) the distinetive flag, and (0) the loan of a British 
Government official for the management of His Highness’ Customs, I am of opinion that 
there is still hope of the institution of those measures in the future, but that it will depend 
a good deal on the extent to which our xeucral relations with the Sultan are improved and 
‘outside influences diseounted thereby, 


(1588) 
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Tnelosure 5 in No. 94, 


Memorandum regarding a Conversation which took place between Wis Highness the Sultan of 
“Muscat and the Political Agent on October 14, 1899. 


HIS Highness the Sultan had arranged to receive a visit from Colonel Jayakar and 
rmyself on the subject of the cholera epidemic and the existing preventive measures in con- 
nection therewith, on the 23rd October, and we accordingly met. bim at the Palace at the 
hour appointed. "His Highness readily concurred in the suggestions named, and expressed 
his willingness to act upon them. I then introduced one or two unimportant matters 
which T had noted for mention, and they having been disposed of, I remarked to His 
Highuess that 1 had nothiog further to trouble him with, and asked if he had anything to 
mention to me, At first he replied in the negative, but on our preparing to leave he 
ked, somewhat hesitatingly 

“What about the Sirkar’s ‘bounty?’ (meaning the subsidy). “ Are they always 

1g to stand aloof?” 

replied that, if His Highness had time to spate now, I should be happy to talk the 
subject over with him, and as he expressed his readiness to do so, we resumed our seats 
and continued the conversation. at Pa 

‘The following is the pith of what passed during two hours further talk, in whieh T had 
the benefit of Colonel Jayakar’s presence and assistance :— f 

Captnin Cox—*Your Highness has inquired of me regarding the attitude of the 
Government of India, and as tothe subsidy. As your Highness has often been assured, 
so long as you fullll your obligations to them, they are actuated by no other feelings 
Cowards you than those of friendliness, and the desire to see you maintained in independence 
‘ind prosperity, It has therefore been a matter of much regret to them that latterly your 
Highness has shaped your conduct towards. themselves and their Representative in a way 
which they have becti unable to tolerate, Moreover, they are quite at a loss to understand 
what possible advantage your Highness can have derived from such a change of attitude. 
You cannot forget the thousund-and-one obligations under which you and your forefathers 
have lain and do tie (o the British Government, and the corresponding claims whieh they 
have upon you as Ruler of Museut and if you consider the matter seriously, you surely 
must realize that the whole of your interests lie in friendship to that Governtent—not in 

nto it, Task your Highness candidly, on my own account as a friend, what 
vrive from displeasing my Government ?” 
Highness. —* L assure you Lhave no wish to dispense the Rnglish Government, 
Inuit to wht, especially, do you now allude?” 

Captain Coe Well, your Highness, if you remember, there were several matters, 
Let us tike the Bunder Jisseh incident as a speotmen, My Government is perfectly good 
friends with the French Goverment, but, naturally, we Would not sit by and sce you 
violiting you most olenn engagetnents to us by making to France (or to any other 
Power, for the matter of that) such overtures as you mado in the matter of the Bunder 
Jisseh harbour, T ask your Highness, what did your friends do for you after all 
What becnme of the boasted gun-boat that was said to be on its way to help you? 
(Hore His Highness broke in that the report about the gun-boat was only bazaar 
ossip.) “Whit support did you get at all whew matters came to a crisis ? Surely none 
Whatever, ‘The British Government refused to acquiesce in your giving to the French 
Governnest anything whatever more than your undertakings to us legitimately provide 
fox, and, finally, there has been upparently no further result than a good deal of 
unpleasantness to yourself, But that is all past id over, and from what F have seen of 
your Highness, T liope that you are going to make a fresh start.” 

His Highiess—"What can 1 say? If Government have come to the fixed 
‘letermination uot to renew their ‘favour’ except under certain conditions (oue of which 
is my having an official to coutrol my Customs), which it is impossible for me, in my own 
interests, to carry out, Tam porverless.”” 

Captain Cor— Your Mighuess is taken in the matter of the Custo 
Government made no condition bout that, ‘They would have been glad for you to have 
‘Accepted the loan of a British official to manage thy ly in your Highness’ own 
interests, but. in thaf, as in auy other matter of advice, they were, us always, perfectly 
ready to’ listen to any eeesonuble arguments which your Highness had to p 
What my Governinent, honever, do. want, is the assurance that you intend to ma 
start, and to maintain friendly relations with their Representative, and that you will pay 
reasonable heed to the advice be gives you on behalf of his Government.” 
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His Highness—* Well, I am quite ready to listen to your advice. Have you yourself 
had any cause to complain? Haye you given me any advice which I have not paid 
attention to?”” 

Caplain Cor.—* On the contrary, your Highness’ relations with me. since my artival 
have been very satisfactory, and it will give me much pleasure to let my Government know 

in any case; but any report from me would carry much greater weight if your 
Highness would give some specific proof of the bona fides of your assurances,” 

His Highness. —“ What proof can I give you? You must prove me for yourself in 
the future.” , 

Captain Cox.—« Well, ove thing, at all events, suggests itself to me: that is, the 
matter of the distinctive flag for your subjects. If you remember, you asked Government 
to come to your assistance in the matter, and afterwards, when they suggested a simple 
remedy, your Highness would not adopt it, What was the reason of that? Why can you 
not do so now? I think you told Major Fagan that you would take a couple of inonths 
to consider the question ; that two months is up now, Has your Highness arrived at any 
conclusion 2.” * 

His Highen—7 The rowan why 1 enti the period of two. months to Major 
Fagau was that I had addressed M. Ottavi on the subjeot, and lind asked him to refer my 

tations to the French Government, and 1 thought that by the end of two months 
t get a reply; but M. Ottavi tells me he has not yet heard, and, until L get 
his answer, I cannot move further in the matter. I am afraid, however, that the arrange» 


ment which the British Government wanted me to adopt, namely, the special Museat flag, 
would be impracticable for me.’ 

Captain Cox—* Why, your Highness”? 

His Highness—In reply to this question his Highness fenced a great deal, giving one 
shallow reason after another. ‘The exact meaning and effect of the adoption of a 
distinctive flag was aguin and again impressed upon him, aud his objections one after 
another explained away. Finally, he was reduced to the truism: “Two people eannot 
always see a matter in the same fight.” 

Captain Cor.—# hit is very often the ease, no doubt; but if you really have a valid 
reason for viewing. this particulir matter differently, surely you might explain it to me. 
We ar simply having a en talc a present, Tam perfelly fa with yous ean you 
not be equally so with me?” 

His Highuess.— 1 personally kuow quite well that the British Government has no 
designs whatever on my independence in advising me to introduce a distinctive flag, and T 
quite understand what you say about the effect of it, but the real truth is that the ignorant 

would not understand that, They would at once put a sinister interpretation on it. 
‘And another thing is that, supposing I had a flag of my own, and other people or another 
Power dishonoured it or stized it, aut T-eould not exact satisfhetion, T should tose all my 
prestige.’ 

Captain Cox.—T did my best to persuade him that this would not be the effect at all 
that py general were much tore likely to respect his special flag thin a nondes 
one, which can be flown by any Arb whatsoever; and 1 told him how abso 

warranted and absurd were these constant suspicions of the motives 

Government, which suspicions seemed to have boew at the bottom of all recent differences 
J enjoined upon him not to give car to the lying insinuations of evilly-disposed persons, 
who, for motives of their owt, were alays ready to poison his mind and misrepresent the 
motives of the British Government on vvery possible occasion. He assured me that he 
would not; and then the conversation reverted to the flag and as 1 had not seen 
the proposed pattern of it His Highness went and fetched a drawing of it to show me, and 
‘se discussed the rough design gaod-humouredly for a fow minutes, but T saw that it was 
of no use for me to press the further at the present moment, as His Highnes 
reference to the French Government uve hin 4 rewsonable excuse for delaying action for 
the time being, and that his suspicions would be increased if 1 pressed the matter too 
Keouly now, so T changed the subject, and said: “ Well, if your Highness cannot mov 
that matter just yet, eau y ‘other proof, in case my Government asks 
me what reason I have for thinking that your Highness is going to turn over a new 
leat?” 

His Highness:—* What cay T give you more than the assurances I have given you 

fing? You must sce for yoursell iv the future, I wrote letter to Major Fagan, 
but he did not approve of it," 

Captain Cox aus, 1 think, he considered that you annulled in one sentence 
what you had said in another, but [wis not thinking of that, ‘The assurances you huve 
ven mie this morniag in Colonel Jayahny’s presence have the same value to me as if you 
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were to put some form of words on paper, What I meant was that it would be for your 
Highnese' own interest if T could quote to Gavernment some specific act in proof of your 
sincerity beyond your assurances to me, and in that connection I mentioned the matter of 
“the flag,’ but I see that your Highness cannot move in that at the present moment, so we 
will talk about it some other tine, Meanwhile, [will tell my Government what has passed 
between us this morning,” 
Here the interview ended, and we took our Te 
(Signed) P. Z. COX, Captain, 
Political Agent, Muscat, 


Inclosure 6 in No, 94, 


Lieutenunt-Cotonel Meaite to Captain Coz. 


(telegraphic) 
SEE Government of India letter No. 150: 
Exercise your discretion in regard to holding out hopes of resumption of subsidy, 
provided His Highness conforms to wishes of Government of India, but be careful not to 
commit Government 


Note carefully the instructions in the letter quoted, 


Bushire, October 20, 1899. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 4. 
Captain Cor to Lieutenont-Colonet Meade, 


(Tolegraphic,) Meshed, November 7, 1899. 
__ IF sending my Nos, 514 and 518 to Government, kindly explain that they were 
written before receipt of Foreign’s No, 1514-1.A. 


Tnclosure $ in No. 94. 


Liewtonait-Colonel Mende to Government of India, 


(elegraphiv.) Sask, Deventer 6, 1 
PLEASE see my letter of the 20th November and inclosure, 1 have been to 
Muscat, and found relations between His Mighness and Political Agent satisfucto 
Sultan of Muscat promised to consult Cox freely, and carry out the wishes of the Govern 
ment of India as far as possible, Under these circumstances, I considered situation 
sufliciently improved to warrant my authorizing Cox to resume prospective payment of 
subsidy as recommended in paragraph No. 7 of his letter of the 24th October, and hopo 
that this will be approved by Government of India, Sundry recommendat 
‘arrears and other Mugeat questions going by post. 


Inclosure in No, 94. 
Government of Tntia to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 
(Welegraphie.) 


YOUR tolegrani: Muscat subsidy. 
Your proposed action is approved. 


Viceroy’s Camp, December 13, 1899, 
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Inelosure 10 in No. 04, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Muscat, December 2, 1899, 
IN contiauation of my letter dated the 20th November last, I have the honour’ to 
report, for the information of the Government of India, that I have visited Muscat and 
discussed the state of affairs there with His Highness the Sultan and Captain Cos, the 
Political Agent. 
2. Tt will be seen from the reports submitted by Captain Cox that the Sultan 
ived him in a friendly spirit, and Iam glad to be able to. report that he has since 
tained this attitude, the relations hetween him and the Political Agent: being in every 


Such being the case, I think Captain Cox, in view of the instructions he had 
received, and for the reasons given in his letter of the 15th November last, a copy of 
Which sccompanies, was justified in giving the Sultan 7,209 rupees on the 15th ultimo, 
which may now be considered as the subsidy for October, and 1 trust the Government of 
India will approve also of my authorizing Captain Cox to resume prospective payment by 
handin; the amount due for the past month, less 4,000 rupees, which are due to 
Government as instalments for repayment of the loans for October and November. 

4. As regards. this resumption of payment of the subsidy, 1 will send you a 
telegraphic report from Jask, und hope that the Government of India will allaw me to 
authorize the Political Agent to continue paying the subsidy at the beginning of each 
month, deducting, of couse, the instalments for repayment of the loan. 

regards the arrears of the subsidy, I have carefully considered the views on the 
subject contained is paragraph 3 of your letter dated the Qad Octcber lust, and, after 
cussing the matter with the Political Agent, I venture to offer the following observa 
tions: ‘The arrears for December 1898 to September 1899, a period of ten months, come 
to 72,000 rupees, for which, if payments ese contin scularly, 2,000. rupees: 
would have been deducted towards repayment of the two loans wade to His Highne 
1806 and 1897 respectively. After deducting this sum, 52,000 rupees uf arrears will be 
left. 

I do not understand, from your letter alteady quoted, that the Government of 
India wish to liquidate from the arrears the whole balance of the loans, which (exelusiy 
of interest for the past ten months, if such is chargeable) will come to 98,356 rupees, 
afier the deduction of the 20,000 rupees due for the list ten months? instaluents has 
been made; and if thisis correct, merely the usual deductions will be wide fn future, month 
by month, as heretofore, 

7. ‘The Governuient of India do, however, consider it advisable to_atilize the arrears 
in liquidating the balance of the indemnity due to British subjects for losses sustained {iy 
the rebellion of 1895, and itis in regard to this proposal that I venture to express ny 

views for the information of the Government of Inclia, ‘The losses sustained by 

caused by rebels, who treaclicrously attacked Muscat, anid 
would certainly not have occurred if the present orders rezarding the protection by. us.of 
British interests in Museat and Matra had then been in force. The Sultan was 
dissatisfied at the time when called on to make good these losses, but-as the money has 
been levied from the tribes who were in fault, the burden has not fallen on him, aid he 
continued paying Ue instal 
dollars having been made on 


not desirable to completely restore the statue yuo wate, and wish that His Highness should 
suffer financially for his behuyiour in the past, 

9. In view, however, of His Highness’ improved attitude and the friendly relations 
now existing between him and the new Political Agent, J nm of opinion that though 
payment of the arrears need not be made at present, the money should not be used 
towards the payment of the indemnity, which the Sultan can go on collecting and paying 
as before. 1 may add that the payment of the indemnity does not appear to be w very 
pressing matter, as Captain Cox inforins me that he has some 3,000 rupees unclaimed at 
the present moment. 

10. ‘The Sultan promised me, at an interview which I had with him to-day, at which 

[1588] 2 
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ly Captain Cox was present, that he would consult the Political Agent on all subjects, 
and follow the advice of the Government of India, coneeyed through their Representative, 
48 far as possible. ‘The deferred payment of the arrears of the subsidy will probably 
enable Captain Cox to obtain in due course substantial concessions from His Highness, 
and it will, I think, be undesirable to close the door to this merely to put an end to the 
punitive tax. 

veal. In regard to this point, it will be observed that Captain Cox, at the end of the 
$th paragraph of his letter of the 24th October, wrote (provisionally) : © think the 
deduction of the amount (balance of the indemnity) from the arrears should be insisted 
on". Lhave now, however, fully discussed the subject with him, and he agrees with me 
thit it will not be’ advisable to employ the arrears in this way unless the Government of 
Tudia contemplate indicating to His Highness and his subjects that his conduct last yer 
has not been entirely forgotten. 


Tnelosure 11 in No. 94. 


Captain Cow to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade, 


(Confidential Museat, November 15, 1899. 
KNOWING that you are at present away at Ahwaz, and that it may consequently 
be some time before T air able to hear from you with regard to the recommendations made 
in my letters of the 24th and Blst October respectively, I have the honour to inform you 
that Tam taking upon myself the responsibility of making the Sultan an advance of 
7,200 rupees, being a sui equivalent to one’ month's subsidy under the following 
emergent circumstances, 
On the strenath of advice given by me on the Agency Surgeon's recommendation 

fat the commencement of the cholera epidemic in the interior of Oman, His Highness 
instituted a camp of detention outside Matra against all nrrivals from the infected districts, 
and this, no doubt, tended in a great measure to Keep down the dimensions of the epidemic 
in Matra and Museat, Qn the other hand, the date trade between Matra and the interior 
suffered severely, as was inevitable. A 

. On the 10th instant, however, His Highness sent to inform me that, owing to the 
very favourable reports that he had been receiving from the infected localities during the 
Tast few days, he had decided to abolish the camp of detention, On the 11th instant when 
the Agency Surgeon came over from Matra, we discussed the question, and as Colonel 
Jayakir expressed the opinion that the favourable reports probably meant nothing more 
than «lull, and that it was premature and dangerous to do away with the detention camp, 
T decided fo advise the Sultan to maintain it for some time longer. 

4, ‘Phe next morning the Vazier came over to discuss the matter with me, 
ainitted that later news from the interior was not neasly so satisfactory and that 
Hi ww the advantage of the detention camp, but that the truth was that, owing to 
the collapse of Matra trade in consequence of the quarantine, the customs contractor had 
refused to make any further payments to the Sultan as long as it was maintained. ‘This 
piece of information was given me by the Vazier privately, and did not come from the 
Sultan himself, and as the latter had ‘previously accepiet! an invitation to bring his sons 
to’ ten with Mrs, Cox. the following day, I simply sent a message by the Vazier strongly 
recommending the reinstitution of the camp of detention, but saying that we would 
talk the matter over when His Highness came over the next day, 
that the information about the Customs contractor was true, ns had heard it fro other 
sources, 

5. ‘The following day His Highness came to see us as arranged; he 
xcept by his boys and so T hada good opportunity for a quiet talle with him. T asked 
him if it was true, as T heard, that it was mainly financial considerations that made him 
Kesitate to maintain the camp of detention, and if that was the ease why he had not 
mentioned the fuct to me in confidence, fe repticd that he bad at first raised the 
quarantine because he honestly thought the favourable reports warranted him in doing so, 
ut that he realized now from later information that it was unwise to do so and would be 
realy to reitnpose it, were it not that his Customs contractor, with whom he had s private 
anrangement by which he (His Highness) received so much a-day for hie household 
expenses, had refused to. make any further payments, as tie was deriving little or nothing 
from the customs on acconnt of the paralysis in the trade with the interior. 1 told His 
Highness that Twas very glad he had explained matters to me, and that ina ease lil 
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present, where the safety of the community, as well as his personal wants, was concerned, 
T felt sure that my Government would wish me to come to His Highness’ assistance, and 
that if he was otherwise anxious to wiaintain the camp of detention I was prepared to 
make him independent of the Bania contractor by advancing to him on my own 
responsibility a sum not greater than the equivalent of one month's instalment of subsidy. 
He answered with alacrity that if once independent of the contractor for the time being he 
was perfectly ready to take any measures that were thought. necessary in the way of 
quarantine, but that what was be to do when he was in straits for the ordinary daily 
expenses of his ménage? He said he liad felt ashamed to volunteer the information, but 
that as 1 had asked him he had told exactly how he was situated, He left me saying that 
lie would issue the necessary orders both for detention by land and also detention by sea 
against all the small ports along the adjoining coast which are uow affected, and this he 
has now done, so I have this morning sent to tell him that the money will be paid if he 
sends some one to the ‘Treasury to receive it. 

6. Lfeel sure that you will approve of my action. Self preservation is the question 
which, aot unnaturally, presents itself most forcibly to him, and with the Political Agent 
advising quarantine on one hand and the contractor stopping payment, on the other, His 
Highness might have been driven elsewhere for funds, 


Inclosur 12 in No. 94. 
Lieutenaul-Colonel Meade to the Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Muscat, December +, 1899, 

T HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
& Memoranduin of ar w I hud with His Highness the Sultan of Muscat on the 
aul natant, drawn up by the Potten! Agent, who wat the enly other prion provant et 
ihe time, 


Inclosure 13 in No, 04, 


Memorandum of an Interview which took place between Liewlenant-Colonel Meade, Political 
Resident, and His Highness the Sultan of Muscat, at Muscul, on December 2, 1809, 


ON the 1st December the Resident arrived from Jask, und in the evening paid th 
usual official visit to the Sultan, accompanied by his Assistant, Mr, Gaskin, Lieutenant 
Colonel Jayakar, Agency Surgeon, and Captain Cox, Political Agent, Museat, The 
interview was limited to the friendly exchange of news and ordinary civilities, No official 
matters were discussed, ‘The following moming His Highness cetutned the Resident's 
visit at the Consulate, At the conclusion of the formal interview the Sultan’s brother and 
retainers adjourned to another room while His Highness remained for a private inte 

with the Resident and Political Agent, 

‘The following is the gist of what transpired with regard to the several subjects touched 
upon, 

1. The Sultan's present Attitude.—Colonel Mende said that he hud been much 
gratified to hear from Captain Cox that he had been received by His Highness in a 
iricudly and cordial way, and that he was equally gta to find on his arrival at Muscat now 
that those friendly relations had continued and that there seemed to be a good under 
tanding between His Highness and the Political Agent, He then eemtidsd the Sultan of 


kkhatita which had beon recently sent to him by his Exeelleney the Vieeroy, repeating 


then went on to say—referring to recent history—that His Hig 
alize how little real support (in spite of much tilk and protestation) he could expi 
lerive from other quarters, aud how much his jhterests lay in friendship with the British 
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Government, and that he (Colonel Meade) confidently hoped that there would never be 
avy more incidents such as had arisen in the matter of Bunder Jisseh, His Highness 
here good-temperedly deprecated any reference to that unpleasant time, saying that it 
ng of the past to be forgotten, ‘The Resident replied that in this connection he 

could assure him that Government were quite ready to let bygones be bygones and had 
and to help His Highness in 

Colonel Meade then told His 


int to authorize pa 

that lic was meanwhile prepared to allow payment to commerce i 

sanction, ‘The Sultan thanked him very much and the conversation then turned in 
anotlier direction. 

2, The Management of His Highness’ Customs.—Colone! Meade again explained to 
the Sultan that the Government of India had never wished to force him in the matter, 
nor was it their object to put in a man of their own to control it for him, What they 

ended was that His Highness should teke a loan of the services of an expert 
ich Customs official, who would, for the time being, be in the position of an employé 
of his own, and would conduct the Museat custom ch sound principles as would, 
fn the belief of Government, materially increase His Highness’ income, and would at all 
events customs were really worth. ‘The success of similar arrung 
ments existing in eré here incidentally explained. On the other hand, Colonel 
Meade said that he quite realized that there were two sides to the question and that the 
1g method of farming the customs out to Banians was no doubt convenient to His 
Highness, us affording a ready means of raising money at any time of temporary 
ehibarrasuient, His, Highness replied that he had no doubt of the correctness of the 
Resident’s views, or of the friendly intentions of Government, but that his difficulty lay 
in, the ignorance of his subjects, who would misinterpr ent’s. intentions 
think that the British wanted to get « hud in the customs in order to impose fresh and 
Tard-andefast taxes upon them, Colonel Meade answered that he did not at all wish to 
press His Highness unduly in the matter, but that he felt sure that any step in the 
direction indicated, besides being for Mi $* own perso 
particularly acceptable to the Government , and he, therefore, commended the 
The Sultan replied that he would, aft 


question once more to his serious consider 
thinking the matter over, take an opportunity of discussing the matter with the Politic 
Agent liter ov. 

. The Arms ‘Te ie wusthen introduced, Colonel Meade said that thei 


dd to be no doubt th lc aumns that were consigned to Muscat eventually 
nd thelr way to the opposite shore of the Persinn Gulf, and from thence probabl 
reached out Indian frontier tribes, with whom we were so often having trouble, and point 
ul what a vastly important matter it was to the Government of India to put a stop to 
nit how necessity it was for them to have His Highness’ cordial co-operation towards 
vine this end. With regurd to His Highness’ application for “compensation” in the 
matter of the “ Baluchistan ” seizure, he had to inform hin that the Government of India 
Hil not been able to alter the conclusion it had before unsived at, and whieh had been 
explained to him by Major Fagan, but that he felt sure that His Highness need have no 
doubt but that Government would he ready to treat him liberally in the matter of the arms 
trade generally, and all wish that he should suffer hatdship for his co-operation 
1 in preventing the diversion of the traffic to improper or dangerous channels, 
As yegunls the arms acized from the “Baluchistan,” aud still lying in this Consulate, 
Colonel Meade explained that the veason why they had remained there so long was that 
Jind been fistituting lawsuits in Lond n for their restoration, on the ground of 
‘igure; that tad been sade fron) one Court to another, and that the 
of India had not yet heard the final result, but that it was hoped that the 
question would be settled at no distant dates aud Colonct Meade, speaking for himself, 
thought he might hold out hopes to His Highness that in the event oF Government 
winning the case, his claitn to a share of the proceeds of the seizure would be considered. 
Ti; however, on the other hand, itwas finally ruled that the arms should be released, they 
wil presaably pees trough the Musent Custon-house Before delivery aad wil hase 
to pay duty. His Highness seemed somowhat etestfillen at hearing that Government had 
niot lee able to alter their decision in the matter of * compensation,” but said that he 
inust bow £0 it, 
4. \ proposal to appoint Abdul Kadiy to he Honomry Dragoman to the Consulate 
(vide Governnient of India letter, dated the 7th November, 1890) was then discussed, 
in this connection Colouel Meade asked if His Highness had any objection to the arrange- 
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ment, The Sultan replied that he did not think that Abdul Kadir now wanted the 
appointment, and did not himself consider that he was a good character, or that he would 
be of use to the Consulate, He added that he would not oppose his being employed, 
hbut did not favour the idea, As it was evident that His Highness did not wish for it; 
Colonel Meade told him that under the circumstances he would not press the arrangement 
at present. 

No other subjects of importance were touched upon, and few minutes later the 
interview terminated. 

(Signed) P. Z, COX, Captain, 
Political Agent, Muscat. 


Inclosure 14 in No. 94, 
Liewtenant-Colonel Meade to Government of Initia, 


(felegraphic.) Bushire, December 22, 1899. 
MUSCAT Customs. A satisfactory report has reached me from Cox to the effect 
that Sultan has decided to manage his Customs himself for a year, and is engaging 


services of two Indian Mahommedans who are said to have practical experience of work ab 
Bombay Customs, 


Tnelosure 15 in No. 94, 
Government of Initia to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, 


Sir, " Fort William, January 2, 1900. 

T AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of the marginally-cited communications 
regarding Muscat affairs.* z 

2, ‘The Governor-General in Council is glad to learn that the Sultan has received 
Captain Cox in a friendly spirit, and that there is now a fair prospect of re-estab 
the cordial relations which formerly subsisted between His 
Hovernment, 

You have already been informed by telegram that the resumption of prospective 
parent of the aubsidy, ax recommended in yarngraph 7 of the Poltial, Agents 
letter dated the 24th October last, was approved. ‘The Governor-General is now 
pleased to confirm the action taken by Captain Cox, in the eireumstances explained in 
his letter dated the 15th November last, in granting one month's: subsidy to the Sultan 
in anticipation of your sanction, 

3, With regard to the arrears of the subsidy, amounting to 72,000 rupees, 
you may perhaps have misunderstood the orders conveyed in Mr, Barnes’ lette 
dated the 2nd October last, It was the intention of the Gov of India that 
payment of the arrears, if made, should be subject to deduction on necount of the 
repayment of the entire balance of the Ioan granted to the Sultan in 1897, It was 
not intended to pay the arrears, subject only to such deductions as would have 
been made had no interruption in the payment of His Highness’ subsidy occurred, 

4. As regards the balance of the indemnity due for losses sustained by British 
subjects in the rebellion of 1895, there sre, it is understood, three sums involved, 
regarding which I am to convey the following onde 

(a.) ‘The balance of the eapital sum, which is given by Captain Cox as 
34,000 rupees. You were authorized to deduet this sum from the arrears, and 50 to clear 
off the entire debt. Political reasons are, however, urged against this being done, 
which are not without importance, and the Governor-General in Council is willing that 
the balance should continue to be paid off by instalments as heretofore. 

_ (b.) Quarterly instalments of the balanee, of which it is understood that two are 
owing for September and December 1899. If so, both instalments should be deducted 
from the arrears of the subsid; 

(c) Interest at 5 per cent. upon the unpaid balance of the indemnity from 
February 1899. ‘The payment of this interest was a condition imposed by the 
ultimatum presented to the Sultan in February last, and accepted by him, and there is 


* Ieclowures 10, 12, and M4, 
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no intention of foregoing it, ‘The interest must be added to the deductions to be made 
on account of the quatterly instalments above allnded to. 

3. The Governor-General in Couneil is of opinion, in view of the events of the 
pest year, that the arrears of subsidy have been forfeited by the conduct of the Sultan, 
And that no sufficient reason exists, even in. the happier conditions which it is hoped 
‘rill honeeforward prevail, for completely obliterating the memory of the past, or for 
treating these incidents asif they had never occurred. Were such a policy now pursued, 
it would seem to constitute an encouragement to the Sultan of Muscat, or to any other 
subsidized Potentate in an analogous position, to adopt a similar attitude of insubordi 
tion and hostility in the future, confident that it could be practised with impunity, and 
that he might rely upon the clemency of the British Government, after a reconciliation 
had beon effected at x subsequent date, to wipe out all recollections of his misdeeds, 
and to treat him as though nothing of untoward character ad supervened. ‘The 
fovernment of India are unwilling to take any course that would lend colour to such a 
inisconeeption. The money. representing arrears of subsidy, after the deductions as 
Above ordered have heen made, is regarded by them as being at their disposal. ‘The 
Sultan should indeed consider himself as being treated with exceptional generosity, 
since the application of the arrears to the liquidation of a debt that is owed by him, is, 
in thet, equivalent to a payment of the forfeited subsidy in a manner calculated 
hoth (o relieve himself and to re-establish at an early date the equilibrium of Muscat 
finances. 

, Nevertheless, while these are the views of Govermnent with reference to the 
arrears of subsidy, as effected by past events, you are permitted to point out to the 
Sultan that any mitigation of this attitude, for which he may feel inclined to press, will 
depend exclusively upon his future conduct towards the Representative and the 
representations of the British Government. ‘The latter are never disposed to be harsh, 
Uithior in the retribution exacted for past offences, or in the terms of a resettlement, 
fallowing upon reconciliation, Should the Sultan, therefore, in return for a postpone~ 
ment oF the immediate liquidation of his loan by the application of the money 
Aloresaid to that purpose, be prepared to make some substantial concession in respect 
‘Ofthe management of his Customs or otherwise, the Governor-General in Couneit 
wight be prepared to modity the orders now given, in so fur ax immediate 
fiqiidation is concemed, althongh the monthly instalments from December 1898, must 
infany easy He deducted and nust continue to be paid until the capital debtis discharged. 
‘The arrangciment proposed by’ the Sultan in regard of the management of his Customs, 
jis reported in your tolerm dated the 22ud December last, though not unsatisfactory 
in ital, would not appear to justify such a modification of the orders already passed 
i has Been contemplated nthe proveing paragraph | Ubon this. point, however, as 
tiyon the larger question that his heen raised abose, the Goremment of India will be 
tial to receive your opinion when you have considered the remarks contained in this 
Totter. 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) W. J. CUNINGHAM, 
Seoretury to the Government of India. 


Inclosure 16 in No. 94. 
Linutennt-Colonel Meade to the Government uf India. 


(Confidential, Bushive, December 21, 1899, 
TN continuation of my teleyram dated the 22nd December last, regarding: 
tho Sultan of Museat’s intention to take over the management of lis Customs himself, 
have the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, a copy 
Ai latter which T have received from the Political Agent, Museat, from which it will be 
observed that This Highness has telegraphed to Bombay for the services of two 
uid to have had practical experience in the Customs there. 
roport of His Highness’ recent action and proposed 
ineas is Cust is i istactory, and is, 
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Inclosure 17 in No. 94, 
Captain Cor to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


Muscat, December 12, 1899, 
WITH seforenco to the entry in this Office diary for’ the week ending the 
21st November, stating that the Museat Customs Contraet for the ensuing year 
commencing from the Ist December last, had been purchased by Ratansi Parshotam, T 
have the hononr to report. as follows :— ‘ 
2, "The advance made to the Sultan on the 15th November, supplemented by the 
moneys since paid on the authority of your provisional permission to commence payment 
of the subsidy, has placed His Highness in funds and rendered him independent of the 
Tocal Banians, and this fact, and the effects of what passed at your interview with him, 
ave decided him to conduct his Customs for himsolf for one year, in order to see what 
they are really worth. ‘To this end he has arranged, by refunding the advance which 
Raiansi Parshotam had made him, to cancel the provisional contract made with that 
individual, and has telegraphed to Bombay through his Munshi for two Mahonmedans, 
who are said to hiave had practical experience in the Bombay: Customs. : 
8, As this is decidedly a move in the right direction, and is tho immediate outcome 
of the timely resumption of the subsidy (provisionally, of” course, at present), T think it 
well to report 


No. 95, 


Sir C. Scott (0 the Marquess of Salislury.—(Received February 26.) 


(No. 55.) 
My Lord, St, Petersburg! February 22, 1000. 

1 HAD the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch No, 16 of the 14th instant 
Ga Aro TERN laning, alu fi6 folowtdg Gayle toc ean OppeMCaRIOTA TAKING 1G 
Count Mouravieff in the exact sense of the instructions wiven to - 

His Excelleney listened attentively to the observations which your Lordship, had 
mare on the omission to fulfil the promise given by Count Lamsdoril’ to Mr, Hardinge 

. eptember last, that the views of the Russian Government on the subject 

incial assistance to. Porsin would be cominunicated to Her Majesty's Goverament, 
after the question had heen’ examined by M, Witte, and before any loan transnetion was 
completed, He did not, however, offer any fresh explanation of this omiss 

With reference to my remarks that the publisied conditio Joan were clearly 
of a nature which might in certain circumstances have very important political results, 

id to the further observations which I was instructed to 1m in, his, Excelleney 

id that le could not understand how this loan, furnished by a private Russian Banke, 

could affect political interests ; the Russian Government, he repeated, had no. political 

ct in sanctioning its completion, and he hud left the question as an exclusively 

one entirely in M. Witte's hinds, contenting himself with impressing on him the 

% allowing the security of the Toan to be taken om any of the eustons of 

ull’ ports or of the Provi . Here T could not help interposing the remark 

that the Russian press and_general public had undoubtedly encouraged the view that the 

chief feature in the conclusion af the loan was its political importance. His Hxcelleney 

scene to desir fom me some inition of the extent of ou attest it Pest wl of 
hw precise nature of the injury which it was appreheuded ight suffer tho 

Shs ete oo Tse appeelieuded they might suffer fiom ths 

{ said that it seemed to me the 1" Lovdship's desire to Tea 
what ere the eset conditions of the new lonn, and 0 disease them Fain ais 
Russian Government, was the best way of arriving: at w triendly and confidential under= 
standing on this point. : 

Count’ MouravietF promised to lose no. time in communicating with M. de Witte on 
the sje of my reas with a view to caising this die ly order o enable hi 
‘o do so J left with him a Memorandum of observations, in the fi of hi 
At f my observations, in the forin of whieh L have 

Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) "CHARLES s, Scorr. 
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Inclosure in No. 95, 
‘Memorandum. 


HIER Majesty"s Ambassador dreve the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to 
the notice whieh appeared in the official Russian “ Gazette” of the 80th January on the 
tubject of the new Persian Loan to be isaued through the * Banque de Préts,) and his 
Trdellency reported at the same time the conversation which he bad eld on the same 
date with the Imperial Minister for Foreign Affairs upon the subject. 

Her Majesty's Government have now informed Her Majesty's Ambassador that they 
cannot but share the surprise expressed by Sir C, Scott that, after the communications 
which had passed between him and the Russian Government with regard to the methods 
BF affording financial assistance to Persia, and the promise mude to Sir C. Scott and to 
Mr. Hardinge in September last, that the views of the Russian Government on the subject 
should be communteated after examination of the question by M. de Witte, this transac- 
Hiomshould have been completed without any intimation whatever to Her Majesty’s 
Government that such negotiations were in progres 

Hor Majesty's Government understand that Count Mouravielf explained to Sir C- 
Seott that the matter had been dealt with by M. de Witte as an exclusively financial and 
non-political question. 

Fhe conditions of the loan, however, as stated in the official “ Gazette,” are clearly 
of amature which might. in cortain circumstances have very tinportant political results. 
Tn the communications which have passed at intervals between Her Majesty's Govern- 
Hientand that of Russia on the mutual engagement: of the two countries to maintain the 
Tnudependonce and integrity of Persia, it has always been acknowledged that both of them 
rive serious intorests to safeguard, and that it is most desirable to avoid any proceedings 
‘on cither side which might lead to a policy of antagoui 

Her Majesty's Government observe that in the statement of the conditions of the 
now lon; it i mentioned that the customs revenues of the Persian Gulf ports and of the 
Provines'of Fars are not included in those assigned as security of the loan, but the 
Interests of Her Majesty’s Government in Persia cannot be considered as restricted to the 
aa of the Persian Gulf orto the Province of Bars, and it would seem desirable, in order 
fo nnvold the risk of that antagonism. which both Governments are agreed to deprecate, 
that Her Majesty's Government should have the opportunity of leaming exactly what are 
the conditions of the new loan, und of discussing them frankly with the Russian 
Government for the purpose of arriving at a frieudly: and confidential understanding, 

“The Mavjuess of Salisbury hos instructed Sir C, Scott to speak to Count MouraviefE 
in the above sense, 

Ste Petersburgh, February 19, 1900. 





No. 96. 
“Adlmiralty to Foreign Office (Received February 26.) 


(Confidential,) 
Sir, Aitniralty, February 24, 1900. 

WITH reference to. previous correspondence, L am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Airs, the décypher of a telozram, dated the 24th instant, from the 
Commander-in-chiof on the Bast Indies Station, relative to the * Gilyak.” 

With reference to the last paragmph of the inclosed telegram, Tam to add that 
theo + Petiopavloysk ” arrived at Colombo to-day. 

Tam, &e. 
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Inclosure in No, 96, 


Rear-Admiral Bosanquet to Admiralty, 


(Telegraphie.) 
YOUR No. 20, 
irections have been given not to follow “ 
Pomone,” now at Bushire, proceeds to v 
and “ Pigeon” at Jask. Y 


ae sp acaertonl ste Aden 14th instant, ostensibly for China, bub has not yet 


Bombay, February 24, 1900. 


ak” further, 
of Bundar Abbas for the present, 





No, 97. 


Phe Sadrivdzom to General Mirza Mebane Khon.—(Conmanicatel (0 Roreign 
ice, February 28.) 
(Translation,), tf roe 
(Telegraphie,) 
T HAVE submitted to our august Sovereign your te 
(th February). fi jes, 
His Imperial Majesty replied that we are very much suxpri i 
Majesty at wo a surprised at Lord Salisbury’ 
romarks and tl o he has assumed as ‘represe ane 
remarks and the injured fone he has axsumed as rpresented to you by: Sir ‘honing 
It appears to us indeed that we ane moro justi ir 
dt appear at we are more justified to complain than 1 
Salishurys You may fits assuty his Lordship tht ou Government ins ena 
an atom in coniality and friendship towards Her Britannic Majesty's Government, 
and in that respect we are of the same opinion as we have ever heen, i 
see ay the aater of the Tonn we ane nota al to bnmne—etreumtanes, on. which 
e ha 10 control rel 0 iS. fi ¢ “Ail 
OE , turned ont thus. In ftet, the blame rests with ‘their own 
For nearly two years we tried every: means of i 
For narly ry means of persimsion, and we even addressed 
entreaties in all dircetions: through the British Legation, through General 
)) Gordon, who was in Tehran Jast year, and Mr. Rabino (Director and Manager 
y of the Imperial Bank of Porsia), smd also through the. Acting Manager of 
, hoping that we may obtain a loan of 60,000,000 fx, wh Fare in need 
of instead of the 30,000,000 fe whieh had heen proposed i 
Ve wanted an alteration in the stipulation which provided for immedi 
amount of commission, viz. from 18 to cent. They did not agreo to oldher 
of these proposals, notwithstanding that they were repeatedly. toll tht othens ave 
aan accept these terms and advance tli mon ‘ a 
ritish Representatives treated our words as nonsense, and pretended th 
Se) ves. ” ey A etonded to 
ig we anid was moro ction, They Delicvod it was imposible for Dota. to 
fiction, : ss impossible for Persin to 
Hoge conditions from any other, quart d Sica 
tor’s lotter of tho 17th Ramazan (the 19th Janusry), th 
1 f 9th , the conte 
en telegraphed to you, isa strong proof that we alee as age 


[Undated] 
an of the 10th Shayall 


ake 


In that letter the Minister has argued against every aspect of . fi 
conclusion, returns fo RUGLaRcs ab Cio rae vious GitoRaa ae bata: An 
s regards the statement that the loan has been concluded without their ’- 
ledge, how is that possible? ‘They mast havo knBisn it and, besides, eae 
also some conversations with the Russians at St, Petordurgh on t subject. Io 
ver, we begge vith our la mlcevere ion, swith Pa 
ever we heggel them with our last hreath and used every porsuasion, without any 
‘As they are aware, we were in great 
obliged us fo take this loan, which we ha 
For two years we offered those terms to the English, and they ji 
two years, h lish, and they were rejected, 
Pee etapa it should be noted, bears no political fv iaan th mere: 
fi in any way ions wit 
Pea financial transaction, and does not in any way affect our good relations with 


Woes) been so mindful and anxious to show regard for iagiand srenditiy, 


ant of money, and it was necessity tlint 
», however, secured on our own terms, 





that, in conformity with the British Minister's letter, we did not include the eustoms 
of the Persian Gulf ports in our Agreement for the loan. : 

Wo consented to this proposal purely out of regard for friendship. F 

Wo do, indeed, put a high value on England’s friendship, whieh we have not in 
any way neglected, 2 

‘Aiter concluding the above reply, His Imperial Majesty said to me:— : 

“Send a tolegram on your own behalf, to Ala-es-Saltane” (Persian Minister in 
London), “and ask him to look ap the Legation registers aud count the number of 
telegrams we have sent him complaining of the British Minister, and not « single 
satisfactory reply ins been received.”” 

Tis Imperial Majesty then 

“You xemember ® few montlis 
and he presented himself before us with a walk in his hand, and di 
¢ostime suich as people 0 out far recreation or take a walk to the 
anarket-plaee, Is it Representative to appear at an audienee before 
Sovereign in such a manner? he fact thi ave borne everytht . 
strong evidence of our seat desire to maintsin our friendly relations wi 
Britannic Majesty’s Government,” 





0. 98. 


India Office to Foreign Offic. Received March 1.) 
Sir, fi Ofice, February 28, 1900. 
TN continuation of my letter of the 19th January, L ant desired by Lord George 
Hamilton to. forward herewith, for the information’ of the Sceretary of State for 
copy of a tor froin the Government of India, dated the 
chruury, and inclosures, on the subject of the rumoured intention of the Turks to 
ich on dhe territory of the Amir of Diliali, and the desire of the latter to enter into 
cctorate ‘Treaty with the Pritish Government. 
His Lordship concn in the opinion of the Government of India that the state of 
affairs digelosed ih these papers ealls for no action at present, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 


Tnelosttre 1 in No. 98, 


Coverament of Iudia to Lord G. Hamilton, 

(Secret) 
My Lord, Port William, February 1, 1900. 

TWIN. yotrence to his, Excellency the Viceroy t telegram, dated the 
Toth sFaminty, 1900, we ave’ the honour to forward a copy of the correspondence 
tiled in thie inelosed list, on the subject of the rumoured intention of the ‘Turks to en= 
‘roach ow the territory off the A id the desire of the latter to enter into a 
Protectorate ‘Treaty with the British Government, ‘ 

2, he report originally transinitied hy the Political Resident at Aden, to the effect 
tat a Parkish force vas threatening the Amiri country, appears to have rested upon 
insnficient foundation, fn the circumstances your Lordship will, we think, agree that no 
‘otion should be taken in the matter at present, 

We have, 
(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
W. 8. A. LOCKIART, 
 H, Hl. COLLEN, 

A. ©. TREVOR, 
E.. DAWKINS, 
RALEIGH. 

DENZIL IBBETSON. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 98. 
ament of India to Government of Bombay. 


Calcutta, Deceniber 19, 1899. 
jews of Government. of India as to alternatives of 
absorption 0} \g representation to Turkey 
Protectorate in absence of convention with Please telegraph to 
me opinion of Bombay Government. Have you any further news as to situation in Amiri 
country, and is the report that the ‘Turks aré flreatening Dthali reliable ? 


Tnclosure 8 in No. 98. 
Government of Bombay ta Government of India. 


(Lelezraphic.) Deceriber 20, 1 
YOUR telegram of the 19th instant. No further news as to Turkish troops is 

¥y to be adopted, the Chief has asked us to conclude a, Pro 

him, giving him 260 dollars as stipend, 80 earbines and anim 


‘Phis course is. stron; 


routes. to render 
grounds 

‘As'to present policy please sce Government of India’s despatch to Seeretary of 

correspondence of 1895, resulting in reaties 

with Mawi and Lower Yatit ibes, but itis quite possible to reconsider the position, and 
in our opinion it is, so far us local considerations go, extremely desirable to conclude a 
Provectorate ‘Treaty n tho position of 1873. Inperinl considorations we 
caunot estimate. Letter follows, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 98. 

Government of Bombay to Goverament of India. 
(Gelegraphie,) Decenbe 
Adon OU® Seerel telegram of the 20th, December, Following, fom 
Aden:— 


“Your telegram of the 19th Dec 


mbor, ‘Parks expected on frontier on Saturday. 
Jast, Have sent messenger for further information, Lstill maintain my fully considered 
opinion on this subject expressed in my letter of the 18th November lust. 
letter trom me to Governos-General would hiave stopped any 
etter dated the 30th September last, I felt precluded from this conrse which T now 
recommend for adoption. Please telegraph reply.” 


eressions, bntin fice of your 


lease see my telegram of the 20th December, whieh is based on the letter referred 
to by Hesident., 


Tuclosure 5 in No, 98, 
Government of India to Government of Bombay. 


Calcutta, Decenider 25, 1890. 
telegrams 20th and 21st, Dihali, ‘Phe following telegram, dated the 
24th December, 189), ns heon sent to the Secretary of State -—' 
Jopp’s letter, 22nd March, 1895, inclosed in Vidal's letter dated the 23rd April, 
5, stid attempt to conclude Protectorate Treaty would involve us in endless diputes 


* Not printed, 





108 


about boundaries, and that many villages, once Amiri, bad become Turkish. If this be 
true, why should we undertake this trouble now when the only new consideration, as far 
as the Government of India know, is desire to get a sanitarium, and is it not in any ease 
too late to begin to protect 

‘Please telegraph early reply to this, and send by post full correspondence with 
Resident, 


Inclosure 6 in No. 95. 
Government of Bombay to Gorerament of Indi 


Bombay Castle, December 23, 1809 

TAM desired to refer to my telegram dated the 20th instant, and to submit, for the 
orders of the Governor-General in Council, the marginally-noted letter of the Resident at 
‘Aden, recommensling that a Protectorate ‘Treaty be concluded with the Amir of D'Thali, 
the Ghicf of the Amiri tribe, as desired by the Chief in a communication which the 
Resident submits with his letter. 

, As noticed in my telegram dated the 22nd instant, the present Resident has 
cultivated a somewhat loser relation with the Awiri Chief than his predecessors. Some 
account of the tribe is given at p, 104 of *Atchison's Treaties,” vol. xi, and the 
ment, whereby we pay a sunt of 50 dollars annually to the Chief for the protection of the 
ronds leading to Aden, is given at p. 175 of the s luime. 

%, Lam algo to call attention to the account of the Arab trib 
‘Aden forwarded with this Department letter of the 15th October, 1886,* which brings the 
account of the tribe in dotail up to the date of th Ali Mokbil in September 


1886, Pho correspondence of 1873 is, no doubt, within the recollection of the Govern 
tient’ of India, and I have in my telegram, by direction, invited attention to the 
correspondence of 1886 and 1805; and Lam ulso to point out that, as regards the Amiri 
the same attitude was observed in the olficial correspondence underlying your letter dated 
the dud February, 1801. 

“4, With reference to parngraph 3 of the Resident’s present letter, the Governor in 
Council would note, firstly, that he finds no record of an intimation in May 1895 that “no 


interference would be brooked with the nine tribes” by the home authorities. Prot 
torate "Treaties were negotiated with the Alawi and Lower Yafi in that. year, and a protest 
was addressed to Turkey as regards endeavours to tamper with these tribes, but apparently 
General Jopp's views, expressed in paragraph 3 of his letter dated the 22nd Mareb, 1895, 
regurdinig the Auiti tribe were wecepted; secondly, that this Government letter, dated the 
19th November, 1698, copy of which and of the correspondence underlying it T am to 
Attach, makes no alinission of the Kind: indicated by the Resident. ‘The Governor in 
Council enn, therefore, not concur in the arguments used Inter an the letter on the strength 
Of the statements in that paruzraph, 

Recently the Brigadicr-General at Aden proposed to exereiss the Aden troops, by 
marching over 4 route which would take them iato Amiri territory, which was described 
ais “protected.” ‘To this proposal and view of the position of the tribe the Governor in 
Council demurred, Lam to sttach copies of the papers for information 

‘The position as to this tribe, therefore, is that in 1873 an intimation was eonveyed 
to the ‘Turks that the Amiri were, amioug others, a tribe held by Great Britain to be 
independent. An engagement with the tribe for protection of certain rouds in their 
territory. was ter, We have since, with w view to quietly consolidate our 
influence with tribes on the sea-coast, heen prepared to sce the upland villages of th 
‘Amiri Libe absorbed by Turkey, but there were riot wanting indications in 1890 that, for 
‘sone teagons, a Protegtorate Treaty with this tribe, among others, was held Weshrable, So 
far, however, as the Governor in, Council is aware, nothi been done to inform Turkey 
that the position asserted in 1873 lias been modified, while paragraphs 5 and 10 of ‘is 
present Keport show that the Resident has more than once reallirmed it in correspondence 
with the Governor-General of Yeme: 

7. Mhe position, therefore, appears to be open for further consideration. The mnain 
diltieuities in'the way of the conclusion of « Protectorate Treaty are (1) the possibility of 
questions arising with Turkey regarding the delimitation of the boundary; (2) the 


* Please see specially additions to the wain account made by frst and third lists of corrections forwarded 
‘with this Department letter dated October 16, 1886, 
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possibility of questions arising from endeavours on the part of the Amiri Chief to 
Fecover lost villages. Any Treaty must be based on the intimation to the Amiri Chief 
referred to in the Resident's paragraph 6, ie., he must rest content with what he 
has got. 

Subject to these remarks, the Governor in Council supports, so far as. local 
considerations are concerned, the suggestion of the Resident. But the conclusion of such 
a Treaty will enbance the probability of raising at some time the question of the 
delimitation of the spheres of British and ‘Turkish control in that region, and that is a 
consideration which the Governor in Council is hardly in a position to appraise. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 98. 
Brigadier-General Creagh to Government of Bonibuy, November 18, 1899. 


[Printed as Inclosure 2 in No, 2.] 


Tnclosure § in No. 98. 
Ainir Shaif Saif to Brigadier-General Creagh. 


(After compliments.) 12 Jomarl, 1917 (September 18, 1899). 

BE it not hidden from you, oh friend, that our predecessors had always been loyal 
and faithful to the great British Government since many years, and that when the Turks 
troubled my predecessor, Amir Ali Mokbil, the great Government got him released from 
the Turks, and gave him considerable help in other ways. 

It is now our desire that we should become more intimate and in closer relation with: 
the English Government, but we sce that they do not appear to. care for us, as you know 
they have declined to consider an increase in our stipend, although they have granted 
increased stipends to the Alawi, Haushabi, and Yasii Chiefs, We desire very much ts 
place our country under the immediate protection of the great Government, and we shall 
be very glad to enter into a Protectorate ‘Treaty in order to do so. Wo. therefore trast, 
oh friend, that you will recommend us to the great Government, and obtain us our 
desire, 

‘As you well know, the Turkish Government continue to induce us to place 
ourselves under their protection, but we prefer not to do so, as we do not forget the 

stance given to our predecessor, and prefer to remain loyal to your great Government, 

We ask that you will recommend us for an increase to our ‘stipend in the same way 
as was given to the Haushabi Sultan for entering into the Protectorate ‘Treaty with 
the Government. We also ask that the Government will give us thirty Martini-Henry 
carbines with 3,000 rounds of ammunition, and to supply us with ammunition whenever 
we requite to keep safety on the caravan routes and to keep down any rebellious people in 
our districts, which are large and are of importance to Aden, as you Know. 

Since we succeeded as Amir, we haye given you no cause for complaint, We have 
hitherto settled all our differences with our subjects und others amicably, which has eaused 
tus much expense and trouble. 

We trust that you will forward this to the great Government with your good 
recommendations, 

May you be preserved, 


Tnelosure 9 in No, 98. 


Extract from the Proceeitings of the Gocerament of Bombay. 


oy Bombay Castle, September 30, 1899, 
LETTER from the Deputy Adjutant-General, Bombay Command, dated the 6th 
June, 1899 :— 


_ “Tn connection with a scheme for marching troops about the country, with a view 

to improving health and efficiency, I am desired to inform you that the General Officer 

ae Aistit, proposes marching patt of the Aden garrison vi the attached 
583. F 
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route® through the country inhabited by the Alawi, Haushabi, and Abdali tribes. 
‘These tribes the General Officer Commanding reports as quite friendly, and he has 
ascertained that they would gladly welcome the troops in their territory. 

2, Tam now to inquire whether the Bombay Government have any political or 
olhier objection to the proposal, which I may add the Lieutenant-General Commanding 
the forees is in favour of.” 

Teeter to the Deputy Adjutant-General, dated the 20th June, 1899 :— 


“Tam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the th instant, 
quiring whether this Government has any political or other objection to the proposal 
of the General Officer Commanding, Aden district, to send part of the Aden garrison on 
a route march through the territories of certain Arab tribes near Aden, 
9, Tn reply, Lam to state that, in the opinion of the Governor in Council, Bir-al- 
Hamirah must be omitted to the proposed rote as it is in the country of Amiri tribe, 
is under ‘Turkish influence, Musamir and Jimil also seem to be so close to 
‘Turkish limits ‘that it is a question whether it is desirable that troops should he marched 
there without explanation, Rumours easily grow, and reports of the appearance of 
British troops on their border might reach the Turks in a form which would lead to 
undesirable misunderstanding.” 


Letter from the Political Resident, Aden, dated the 24th July, 1899 :— 


“Thave the honour to refer fo paragraph 2 of your letter dated the 20th June, 
1890, to the address of the Deputy Adjutant-General, Bombay Command (copy of whieh 
was received from the General Officer Commanding, Aden district), in which it is stated 
that the Amiri tribe is under 'Turkish influenc 

“Tn this connection 1 vould. point out the following for the information of his 
Excellency the Governor in Council, 

8, ‘This tribe is one of the nine whose independence of Turkey was notified to 
the Porte in. 1873 (see Sir TI. Elliot's despatch to. the Burl of Granville, dated the 
30th May, 1873), andl whose present Chief, Shaikh-bin-Saif, and his predecessors 
nuany yetrs, have’ been stipendiaries of Government and in close subsidiary connection 
with this Residency, 

‘ Agiuin, in 1805, the Porte was addressed on this subject, vide despatch from the 
India Office to th Office, copy of which was forwarded to you under this Osfice 
letter of the 17th October, 1898, 

4. Ci 
Governor-General of Yemen and this Resideney make it quite clear to me that those 
functionaries are fully aware of the state of aifairs, 

“6, Lmay add that in 1880 the Amir was pr th a howitzer gun, and the 
Aden ‘Troop,’ accompanied by an Assistant Resident, visited the Amiri distri 
(D"Vhali), 

“Tn 1884 it was found necessury to support the Amiri, and fitty sabres of the Aden 
‘Troop and some sappers were dispatched to his district to do so, 

‘While in 1888, the then Iesident, Brigalier-Cieneral Hogg, visited the Amiri 
country with military escort.” 


i Resolution, ordered that the following letter be addressed to the Political Resident, 
Aden = 


“T am desired to acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated the 24th July, 1899. 
‘The matters to which you call attention, no doubt are faetors in the past situation, bat I 
am to invite your attention to this Government letter, dated the 19th November, 1898, 
and to the eorresponiteneet alluded to thercin. I am to call your attention especially to 
poragrapls Band 4 of General Jopp’s letter of the 22nd March, 1895. That letter was 
reported to the Government of India, and their orders on the correspondence were 


conveyed to the Resident in Govermment Resolution dated the 11th November, 1895. 
In view of these letters and of the correspondence of 1887 and 1888, regarding our 
relations with the tribes, it appears hardly to be open to question that the Amiri tribe 


* Printed as Accompaniment (A) to this Resolution, 

+ Printed ag Accompaniment (1 + Nesolution, 

} Government Resolution, di ber &4 1897, abd. previous earrespondecee, and especially Govern 
sent of Intia’s despatch to the Sceretsry of State, dated August 6, 1885, paragraph 2 (d). 


mi 


are de facto under the influence of the Tarks, seeing that ‘many villages once Amiri are 
now Turkish,’ and that ‘the process of absorption * is going 0 

“The matter was sitaply referred by the Deputy Adjutant-General as a matter 
of route marehing, and the halting-place at Bir-al-Hamirah, in Amiri tervitory was 
shown as ‘under British protection.’ ‘The statement was incorrect, and the policy as 
regards this tribe, hitherto approved by the Government of India and the Secretary of 
State, is indicated in the papers above referred to.” 


Inclosure 10 in No, 98. 
Acconipaniments to Government Resolution dated Septenber 30), 1899. 


(A) 


Provosep Route for marching Troops concerned in Aden District. 





Names of Stages. Remarks, 





Shaikh Oubmen 
hhir Abmed .. 
Waht 

Ta} 

Alshaka 

Jol Soliram 


Mia 
Haver 
Wir Al 


and Brit 





Inclosure 11 in No. 98. 
(B.) 


Letter from the Political Resident, clden, 
Aupust 81, 1898. 

INMMATION fas reached me through the Sultan of Lahej that the ‘urkisle 
authorities are endeavouring to bring the Amir of D'Thali under their protection by 
offering him a stipend. 

2. In this connection I would solicit a reference to the despatch from the India Office 
to the Foreign Office, dated the 22nd May, 1895, a copy of which was forwarded to this, 
Resideney by the India Office, dated the 7th June, 1895. T would suggest, that Her 
Majesty's Atabassador at Constantinople be asked 1 moye the ‘Turkish Goverument to 
refrain from interfering with the tribe in question, as the Aiiri is one of the nine tribes 
‘vhose independence of Turkey was notified in 1873 (see Sir IT. Elliot's despatch to the 
Earl of Granville, dated the 80th May, 1873). 


Tnclosure 12 in No, 98. 
Lutter to the Political Resident, Aden. 


October 7, 1898. 

T AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 31st August, 
1508, reporting that the Turkish authorities are endeavouring to bring the Amir of 
D'Thali under their protection by offering him a stipend, Se, 





referred to in paragraph 2 
stipend paid to the Sultan of D’Phali 
accepts 2 stipend from the Turkish Government, 


Tnclosure 13 in No. 98. 


Letter from the Political Resident, Aden. 


October 17, 1898. 
L HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reecipt of your letter dated the 7th instant, 
egarding the Amir of D'Phali : 

Por aneeayY paragraph 2, I forward herewith a copy of the despateh from the 
ia Oliee to the Foreign Office, dated the 22nd May, 1895. ; oak 
Sa “anion should the “Amir of D°Thali accept any stipend from the Turkish 
Government, the stipend paid to him by the British Government should not he continues 


hick. : ae 
e er ‘his conncetion I attach translated purport of « letter lately received from the 


‘Amir of D'Phali, from which it would appear that the Chiof lias thought better of 
contracting any alliance with the Turks. 


—————————————— 


Inclosure 14 in No. 98. 


India Office to Poreign Offer. 


Indin Office, May 22, 1895, 

y int you, for the i iow of the Secreta 
AM desired by Mr, Fowler to acquaint you, for the information crotary 

Of Sute her Wevciau Atti, that the Viceroy has reported by telegraph that the Chi 
Of tho Alawi tribe, an inland tribe in the vicinity of Aden, has represented to the 
{Resident at Aden that the Turkish authorities have urged him to acknowledge 
the suzerainty of the Porte, promising him a large stipend, honours, and a title, 


‘Mavis fear that the Turks will resort to violence in ease of a refusal to comply with 


annem have also tampered with the Lower Yafi, another tribe in the same 


nejghbouthoad, and the Political Resident at Adon considers that a Protectorate ‘Treaty 
vith this tribe is urgently necessary. ‘ a ; 
Tee ee atcraont of tndia will shortly addess the Socrelany’ of tate on thie 
subjcet by letters but in the meantime the Vieoroy, recomuenits that the Porte, should 
be requested to desist ries, whose Independence of Turkey 

notified to tlie Porte in 1878 (se« jot's despatch to the Earl of Granville, 
Feet tale May 1873), and Mr. Fowler will be glad ifthe Has] of Kimberley will 
instruct Her Majesty's. Ambassador at Constantinople to move the Turkish Government 
to refrain from interfering with the tribes in question, 


Tnelosure 15 in No. 98. 
Foreign Office to India Offices 


Foreign Offer, Moy 30,1595. 
HAVE submitted to the Earl of Kimberley your letter of the 22nd instant 
relative {a the sopurtedinterferonce ofthe “Turkish authorities with the Alawi and Lower 


ii tribes in the vieinity of Aden. Re 
caaaty fp rogue you to inform Mr. Secretary Fowler that Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople will be furnished with a copy of your letter and 
Snatiucted to make a representation to the Turkish Government in the sense 
desired, 


Indorsement. 


FORWARDED for the information of the Political Resident at Aden. 
India Office, June 9, 15% 


Inclosure 16 in No. 98, 
Amir Shaif-bin-Saif to Brigadier-General Creagh, 


(After compliments.) Jomad Awal 1316 (October 1898), 

WE inform you that some of the Shaikhs under the Turks asked us to go under 
their Governinent and offered us a pay of 200 dollars per month, and that they will 
allow us to transact freely in our country, but we did not send them any answer,” We 
wished to cousult you in this matter, Dut first we thought it best to consult Sultan 
Ahmed Fadthil, as le is a near friend of the English Government and knows the way 
better than us, He (Ahmed Fadthl) advised us not, to go under them, to refrain from 
any intercourse with the Turks, and to reserve the friendship of the Hnglish Govern. 
ment, Friendship of the Mritish Government is best to us, but as we do not get 

sidy from your Government, and we sayy the ‘Turkish officers offerius us 

such like sufllcient stipend, and as we are in want of funds, we thought that we would 

ean advice from Sultan Ahmed to enter into this affair with the 'Purkish 

Goverment, and there will be no harm to us, But. when we saw Sultan Ahmed’s letter 

mentioning what happened to the late Amir Ali Mokbil, it came to our momory, and 

we thought it advisable not to love the ‘Turks any more and keep any intercourse 
with them, 

However, we hope from your Fxcellency that you will consider about our stipend, 
which is not sufficient, and that you will desire your great Government to increase out 
monthly stipend. ‘This we ask you as a favour, but not as an order, May you be 
preserved. 


Inclosure 17 in No. 98. 
Letter from the Political Resident, Aden. 


; October 25, 1898, 

IN continuation of this Office's lottor dated the 17th instant, T have the honour to 
suggest that, as the Amir of D’Thali had asked for a reply to his letter, 1 be 
authorized to say that the question of his stipend cannot be reconsidered, hut that I 
am glad to observe that he has decided to follow the good advice given him by the 
Sultan of Lah), 


Tuelosure 18 in No. 95, 
Letter to the Political Residlent, Aden. 


Novenber 19, 1898, 

WITH reference to the correspondence ending with your letter dated the 
25th ultimo, regarding the reported intention of the Amir of D'Thali to place himself 
under the protection of the Turkish Government, I am directed to state that. his 
Excellency the Governor in Council approves of the proposal made in your letter under 
reference that you may be authorized to inform the Amir that the question of his 
stipend cannot be reconsidered, 

2. I am at the same time to invite your attention to your Oflice Confidential letter 
dated the 21st March, 1887, and the subsequent correspondence connected therewith, 
and to paragraph 3 of Brigadier-General Jopp’s Confidential letter, dated tho 
22ni March, 1898, which show the attitude assusned hy Government towards the Amiri 
tribe, 
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Inclosure 19 in No. 98. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, December 28, 1899. 


[Printed as Tnclosure in No. 185, Part T.] 


Tnelosure 20 in No. 98. 
Government of Bombay to Government of India, 
(Telegraphi Bombay, December 29, 1899. 
FOLLOWING telegram received from Resident at Aden :— 


“My messenger from D*Thali reports ‘Turks in neighbourhood of the Amiri 


country, but no aggressions yet, although rumours of intention prevalent amongst 
populatio 


Inclosure 21 in No. 98. 
Government of India to Government of Bombay. 


(Welegraphie,) Cateutta, January 12, 1900. 

D'DIALT ease having been referred to Secretary of State, an answer has been 
received that assumption of Protectorate should clearly be avoided if Turkish aggression 
con otherwise be stopped, 


In the opinton of the Government of Bombay, can this be otherwise done + 


————— 
Inclosure 22 in No. 9 
Gowernment of Bombay to Government of Initia 


(Telowraphie,) 
YOUR telegram 12th January, 
Following telegram received from Resident at Aden :— 


January 16, 1900. 


“Up to the present. no interference by the Turks has been reported. [think that 
status quo ein be maintained for the presont without Protectorate ‘Treaty, but T do not 
think that the matter ean he finally settled without the Treaty, whieh should be 
carried ont at the earliest future conveniont date,” 


Hovernment of Bombay consider thiat ranous of impending Turkish interference 
mint he considered oifinnded, and see no reason to doubt that, in the future as in the 


{, local representation to the Covernor of Yemen or in more serious ease in London 
‘utfice to prevent aggression, 





No. 99. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received Murch 1.) 


DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Soerotaty of State for Rorsign “Affairs, ani by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inelosures in 
Government of India Foreign Seeretary’s letter, dated the Sth February, respecting 
M, Goguyer. 

Indin Office, February 28, 1900, 


ns 


Inclosure 1 in No, 99. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


Muscat, January 27, 1900, 
N continuation of my Fetter of the 16th December, I have tae honour to forward a 
farther Memorandum regarding M, Goguyer. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) P. Z. COX, Captain, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, Muscat. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 99. 
Memorandum respecting Movements of M. Goguyer, French Suspect in Muscat, 
(In continuation of Memorandum of December 16, 1899.) 


DURING the past month Af. Gozuyor hias kept very much to himself, going abrond 
very little. He is said to spend most of his time at his writing table, but whether 
engaged with letters or reports [am unable to say. 

‘As a matter of faet, he sends fey letters and receives fw, those he does reecive 
deing from Paris and ‘Tamarisesur-Mer, It is, however, possible that M, Ottart incloses 
Goguyer’s letters with his own, His (the French Consuls) correspondence is voluminous 
at present, especially to M, Delea 

M. Goguyer not having mad the funds sent to him by letter of credit on 
Gopaljee Waljee, of Museat (vide last Memorandum), the money Tins been returned to 
the Comptoir National, 

He still eanvasses for orders for arms, and T have good reason to believe that lie ix 
xpecting a consi very shortly probably by the Messrs. Stick's *Shalristan,” 
which recently cleared from London for Marseilles, Port Said, and the Persian Gul 

Pv. 4. COX, Captain, 


Political agent, Muscat. 
Museat, January 27, 1900. 





No, 100, 
India Office to Fovewn Office—(Received March i.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aflhirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilt 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of Aden letters, 
dated the Sth February, regarding the affairs of Arabia, 

Inia Office, February 28, 1900. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 100. 
Brigudicr-General Creagh to Government of Bombay. 


(Confidential) February 8, 1900. 
TILAVE the honour to forward the following extract from the Arabic newspaper 
‘Pharrat-al-Fantn,” published at Beirut under date the 12th January last s— 


(From our correspondent at Hodeida.) 


Four Turkish steamers haye arrived at Hodeidah with the new conscripts to be 
enrolled in the 7th (Yemen) division, One of these steamers also brought one of the 
Chamberlains of His Imperial Majesty, named Bimbashi Sayad Ahmadbeg Khabani, who 
was (originally) one of the Nobles of Yemen, He carries with him a Firman conferring 
the rank ofa Minister on his Excellency Hussein Hilmi Pasha. ‘This mark of favour 
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thas been bestoved on the Governor for the noble se i 
ducing reforms, of which the people are already reaping , and for taking steps 
to consolidate the pillars of tranquillity and peace, and for paying attention to the com. 
plaints of the natives and removing their wrongs, for no sooner does he find any of the 
oficitls misbehaving than he removes ard punishes him, making an example of him 
efore others. ke people of Yemen enjoy such security as they never had before. He 
has also protected the public Treasury from embezzlement, and there has been a saving 
from legitimate sources. He is opening schools and is encouraging the natives to bring 
their children to thom to receive religious instruction, and ascend the steps of civiliza- 
tion. He has laid a firm foundation for education, and has arranged to defray the 
expenses of teachers and students without imposing a tax of a para on the natives. He 
hhas placed fifty pupils in the Tndustrial School, and they are to be fed and clothed at 
Government expense trom the educational grant. Pending the construction of the new 
building which is in contempl wge building has been hired at Sana for an 
industrial school. The neces ols and machinery for teaching sewing, smith’s, and 
carpe and the preliminary studies has Deon brought, ‘The Mutessarif of 
Hodeidal, Ali Nasrat Pasha, who was sclected by the Goveruor, has been enabled by 
his good administration to put an end to disturbances, and lie has reconciled the tribes 
with each other, and bas brought under rule the Beni Wervan, who, for about a quarter 
of « century, liave heen disloyal to Government, and he has subjugated them without 
fighting and without spilling a drop of blood, and he has established n Mudirieh in thetr 
country anid appoint ‘dit from among them, and Ins prevented the great smug- 
gling of forbidden articles into their port, and has established a customshouse in thelr 
port of Muidi so as to levy duties on exports and imports. 

From the accounts of Yemen morchants and others, the Governor appears to be 
energetic, and it is reported that he has abolished the farming of taxes and has reformed 
the Administration and has removed many corrupt officials, and that he is opening 
schools in many towns. 

(Signed) O'M. CREAGIL 
Brigadie jeneral wud Political Resident, Aden. 


; , : Aden Residency, February 8, 1900. 
Copy forwarded with compliments to the Secretary Political and Secret Department, 


India Ollice, Loudon. 
dl) OM. CREAGH, 
ueral wid Political Resident, Aden, 


Tnelosine 2 in No, 100, 
Brigadier«General Creagh to Government of Bombay. 


(Confidential) [Wndated.] 

IN continuation of my letter dated the Bist Januury last, T have the honour to 
report that the following further news has reached me 

‘he Atimudi tribes and Chiefs lave evacuated the following towns, which have been 
occupied by the Jemadar, assisted by the tribes of Khamia’h and Al Morshidiy Al Karn, 
AL'Ardh, AL Shark, AL Rashi ven, Al Koirah, Halbun, Rihab, Hidhan, 
Khosofir, Ghail-bil-Khair, Koirit-il-Khazh, Dhati, Matrak, aud A Tobail 

‘Mhose towns extend over an ares of about 12 miles, and have a population of more 
than 30,000 people, mostly consisting of the families of the Hadrami merchants of 
Aden, Hodeiduh, Jeddah, Singapur, aud Jaya. hese people possess eonsidorble landed 
property, amounting: in many eases toa value of lakh of dollars. "The Ahmadi have 
removed! with their fami Badal, which is their chief town, 

‘The Kaiti placed small garrisons in some of the forts of the above places, and some 
he destroyed. 

(Signed) OM, OREAGH, 
Brigadier-General ant Political Resident, Aden, 


Alen Residency, February 8, 1900, 
Copy forwarded with compliments to the Secretary Political and Secret Department, 
India Office, London. 
(Signed) O'M. CREAGH, 
Brigadier=General and Political Resident, Aden. 





No. 101, 
India. Offce to Foreign Office —(Received March 5.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 3rd instant, regarding Russian intentions in the Persian 
Gulf. 

India Office, March 5, 1900, 


Inclosure in No. 101, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphic) March 8, 1900. 

MEADE telegraphs 2nd March :— é 

“TLingah Agent reports that Russians left twenty-five tons of eoal in boats at 
Bunder Abbas, which the Governor has sine put in a godown “ae 

his looks like thin end of the wedge, and is in remarkable contradiction of 
Mouravieff’s assurnnees, 





No, 102, 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisburyr=(Received March 5.) 


‘Tehran, March 3, 1900. 

to see the Shua-ev-Sultaneh, who has beon appointed to be 

og the absence of the Shab, His Royal Highness was extremely pleasant 

and friendly but complained of the difficulty of his position, As regards the Toan and 

our attitude he stated that the Shah hud been completely deceived, and said that: the 

Sadr-i-Azam prevented him himself from paying % visit to England when he was 
travelling last year in Europe. 





103. 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. Scott. 
Foreign Office, March 6, 1900, 


(No. 50) 


" T HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 65 of the 22nd ultimo, 
reporting your interview with Count Mouravieif on the subject of the financial 
assistance tendered to Persia by the Russian Government. A 

approve the language which your Excelleney hei on that oeeason. 
am, &. 
(Signed) SALISBURY, 





us 


No, 104. 


a Mujor Sykes to the Murguess of Salisbury —(Received Marck 6.) 
No.1, 
My std Kerman, January 8, 1900, 

IN the following despatch I lave the honour to give some necount of the direct 
Kerman-Quetta caravan trade that Tam trying to establish. 

When f left Kermaw at the end of 1898 for the British frontier I took specimens 
‘of the famous carpets which Captain Webb Ware, Political Assistant, Chagai, 
forwarded for me to Quetia, where they were much admired, and, in consequence, 1 
twas assuved that there would ben considerable demand. During the year that T spent 
in Eastern Persia I engaged in constant correspondence on this subject, and, as the 
plague favoured my plan by the continuance of quarantine in the Persian Gulf and at 
the ports of India, upon » to Kerman T determined to act. 

Agha Mahomed Had merchant, who has been my unpaid agent, and 
the Parsi community rose to the occasion, and after a careful selection, to avoid any 
pattems not pleasing to European taste, one silk and some vizhty woollen earpets were 
prepared, In addition fo this a load of pistachios, some saitron, specimens of shawl 

of silk were got veady, together with a few homespuns. 

‘Nhe Parsi Council wrote to the Council at Quetta, while all prices were marked in 
rupees. 

Pew agrood upon, Captain Webb Ware sont tivo of lis lovfes from. Kul-iMfalile 
Siuh, who uist before Christmas, 

‘As it was impossible to hire five camels at a veasonable rate, while it was politic 
to insite a liandsome profit to this the first venture, I gave three Government camels, 
which Ihave asked Captain Webb Wars to purehase at their Kerman valuation, and 

swore purchased, 

‘Nhe Governor-General was informed of what was boing done, and is being held 

Jy acted upon my previous representations to pacifiente 
2 tyro aemed lovies, 1 do not anticipate trouble 


iny sole emoltunent, an office allowaneo, whi 
pout to be paid in, Twas able 
give poountary gid to 

A glance at {he attached sketch? will show that from Kerman to Bam is seven 

‘anid thence to the frontier porhaps vight long desert mgreles, In any ease the 
distance is not uxenter than to the port of Bunder Abbas. 

Brom Kul-ieMulik Sish to Quetta is rather less than 500 miles, or thirty stages, 
9 that from Kerman to Quetta ts for 

‘A fuvilier reference to tlhe map will showy t 

Failure he used, and as the saving will he c 
fie last six of which 
oud with enry 
At Quetta there is no import duty, and ab present there is 110 e: 
Gaurpets Dy fix routs, so that owing (o these advantages, moxeh 
profitably’ sent, as return loads of indigo, which is grown in Sind, and tea ean be sont, 
swith the furthov advantage of avoiding six transport, so deleterious to tea. 

To not, any Los, anticipate that this nev route, evossing sis it does an appalling: 
lesert, will materially alfect the Bunder Abbas trade, but £ consider that it will 
immonsely help the Quetta route, aud will tend to diminish froutier turbulence, while 
Lill open up a new market both for Kerman and Quetta. 

Tt is, however, {rom the political point of view that J expect to devive the greatest 
Henelit, as India will undoubtedly he brought much eloser by a route stri 
Irautet 0 close to Haw, ile that prophignity wile iompessed on) the 
ind, 

In conclusion, F have left no stone unturned to insure a handsome profit beh 

ized und if my anticipations be fulfilled large caravans will follow, and although 

start be modest, it will, 1 am confident, lead to much greater things for the 
mutual benefit of our great Indian Empire and of the Kingdom of tho Shab, 
L have, ke, 
(Signed) P. MOLESWORTH SYKES. 


© Not printed, 
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No, 105, 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Reecived March 6.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Loni, Tehran, February 5, 

y Lord, ; vlran, February 5, 1900. 
cho LANE, the Honous to transmit hosewith the usual simmary of ponder 
other news for the month ened this day, which has been drawn up by Mr. @. Spring- 
Rice, First Secretary of this Legation, pees Sates vilrate Os Seah 

Thiave, &e. 
IT, M. DURAND. 


Inclosure in No, 105, 
Memorantum by Mrs C, Spring-Rice: 


eistan Government, having applied to the Russian Goyerument for 
succeeded in obtaining one under 2 Russian guarantee, whieh will yield. 
a suum of 2,000,000. ‘The termsare stated to be 5)per eent, gold at 5, 0 thay the 
cost to Persia is about 120,000/, a-vear. se 
Persia is now payin; bout 100,0002, a-ye for a foreign debt of a li 
: 0008, 1 for a foreign debt of w little over 
1,000,007, besides an unknown sum for money borrowed in the barnes. 
prvign debt fs to ho paid off ign debt contracted during 
ive years. ‘This will apply to the Régie Loan of 400,000. hearing 6 por 
which «Lon the southern customs, i 
With regard to thedebt of 250,000h due to the tink, andl whieh 
rite of 12 per cent, the Government wi ly wish to pay it off, but 
able to Tiand over the a hy Mare, when paymient becomes di 
will probably be then renewed in medified tering, Tt is uot considered that the 
ted by the provision in the Loan Convention 


rs fhtevesh 


as to foreign creditors. 
{f the interest on the new loan is not paid, the Will assume control of 
the Persian Customs reve lusive of these of the Gulf ports and Bar. hte 
ineludes Kermanshah, ‘The net yield of the cnstoms last. year tn the disttiots iuane 
Ineludes Ken ast year iu the distriets named 
568,000 tomans: Kermanshali, 100,000 tomanss 
} showing 2 total of 198,001, for the tlive districts, 
The Director of the Customs, M. expe a0 ineveaso of reyenne this. 
as hie is about to take over the dircct administration of the Caspini porths 
Han and Kermanshish, are already administered ty his offcals, Whe tol 
revenne for the customs and. o¢ i Year was over 300,001, whi ‘ 
throws nds of the Belgian administration sone 
sition of tho new loun, over 1,000,001 will gu to the oxtineti 
Of tho old debi, ud 00,0007. or more to pay off the domestic debt-and arteurs of pay. 
It is estimate that hardly 500,000. will remain undisposed of. 
teen months the Sadr Azam has heen obliged fo hor 
600,001. and plain that unless reforms aro instituted, t 00,0000: now in Rett 
will ho expended before two. years + In that case Persia will find hersell in 


the same sittation asa month ago, with the addition that her porty will he under 


forcign control, aud that she will not have the right to incur any foreign debt 
forciee oot g iy foreign debt except 


As to the conditions under whicli the loan is granted, there are conilicti 


opinions. The Sadr Azam positively denies the existe y conditions other 
nm those published, Ite has acknowledged that tl Cavan CS Gn 
the Czar the right of voto against any railway or steamer. cone 
i been renewed for another te 
Russia for a road to Hamadan, 
had nothing to do with the loan, 
here isa strong rumour that, in addition to this, Russi grante 
right to move troops through Enstern Persia, mrss Wes esis 
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‘The Hakim-ul-Mulk states that the Sadr Azam submitted to the Shah an 
‘Agreement by which all the Customs revenues of Persia, ‘niclusive of the south, 
would he handed over as security; but this the Shah refused to agiee to. (This 
probably accounts for the rary failure of negotiations.) ‘There are, he says, no 
railway’ or road stipulations, except the renewal of the Russian Agreement and the 
concession for the Hamadan road but there are other provisions which will shortly 
be made known, 

He said that the Sadr Azam had repeatedly informed the Shah that England had 
‘opposed a categorical refusal to, all applications for pecur a, except under 
impossible conditions, Tho Hakimewl-Mulk was told, in reply, that England had 
expressed her willingness to join Russia in a loan under much the same conditions as 
those now granted. He denied that the Shalt h Knowledge of this, and said 
that ho was sure the Sade Avain } din solely Russian loan. 

‘The secret was well k ctor of the Russian Bank denied om his 
Honour that any Jom was contemplated. ‘The Belgian and French Ministers. were 
takon by surprise, and the latter has opeuly expressed his annoyance, Tt is understood 
that the loan is purely Russian, though the money will probably come from Eranee and 
Belgium, ‘The Russian Banque de Préts isu Dranch of the Russian State Bank at 
St, Petersburgh, and the loan isa Russian State Loan to Persia ; 5,000,000 fr, will he 
paid in al onco, and the bank will commence payments immediately. ‘There appears 
to be no control contemplated as to the application of the proceeds of the loan, and 
80 per cont. will bo paid on all berats or certificates of Government indebtedness. 

‘Azerbaijan.—he action of the Turkish Government with regard to the Kurdish 
disturbances points to a better understanding between the ‘Carkish and Persian 
Governments. ay 

he Russian engineers have been going aud comin fabreez, Khoi, and 
tho frontier ording to a tel ved from Mr, Wood, the Persian 
Governm: istence of a railway Concession 
and to treat the engineers as ording ‘hese orders were to cover five 
mionthis from the beginning of the yeat. 

Me Governor lias given orders that the work of the engineers should be quie 

‘Hho Russian Consul protested that a Concession existed, and that Tussian 
ned. The Sadr Azam now states that he hias prolonged the 
, and has agreed to the Hamadan rond Con- 
cossion, 

Under the Agreement with Russia, the Tine from Tiflis eould reach Kermanshah 
Veforw the branch from the German Bagdad line, Mx. Wood hopes soon to be shown 
copy of the Concession, 

Bushire and Mohonmerah—he Persian Governor is reported to Nave seized a 
considerable mimber of guns in Luristan and to have ordered the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh 
to join him with his forces. 

‘Phe Darya Beshi lins announced his remoyal from the post of Gov 

Bijecks aro still in circulation to a limited extent in Bushirv, and nothing has yet 

done in Shir nls their withdrawa 

Linga—In October the Sudy Azam. as) overnment would 
war tho protected Chiefs on the Arab coast not to assist in tack on Linga, 
which, his Highness said, was in contemplation, ‘The required warning was accordingly 
communicated by onder of the Indian Government, Tn January a detailed complaint 
was mado in London by the Persian Bnibassy as to the proceedings of Sheikh Mamid, 
of Ras-ol-Khema, Her Majesty’s ship “ Melpomene” was sent to Ras, and reported 
hat no. warlike ‘preparations Nese hetug made there, and that the Sheikh denied 
Having sent a letter to Linge threatening invasion, as the Darya Boghi had reported. 

‘Phe Bakhtiari road is now open, and the last bridge will be finished in three 
montis. 

‘Meshed—Simultancously with the announcement of the Russian Lean, rumours 
of a startling nature reached Persia from Central Asia, It was circulated in the 
bazaars that Herat had heen taken, and that immense numbers of soldiers were 
concentrating on the eastern frontier of Persia, 

On the 25th January Colonel Temple telegraphed from Meshed that he had 
heard that carts were being collected at ‘Toyend for supplies for Sarakhs, and that 
Serdar Ishak Khan hind tried to enter Afghanistan secretly, but had been turned. back 
from the frontier and taken to Askabad. On the 27th January he telegraphed that 
yumours reached him from Krasnovodsk, Askabad, and Hondan to the effect that the 
Russians were to attack the Afghans in’the spring. A similar rumour was reported 
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from Mery on the 29th, On the 2nd Pebruary he telegraphed again that 1,800 infantry 
were reported as having arrived at Krasnovodsk front Russie, and tatde Pee 
Consul at Askabad liad informed the Governor-General of Meshed that Russia 
intended to place a force of 150,000 men on the Afghan frontier, Shortly atter, the 
agent of the Imperial Bank at Resht reported that telegrams west of Bakou wore 
forbidden on account of the movements of troops, and that a force of 190,000 men 
were said to be in course of concentration on the Afghan frontier, ‘The Tesution 
messenger who arrived a week ago saw large numbers of soldiers onthe road, and 
states that three troop-ships left Ba&ou on the night he passed throughs On the bth 
February Colonel Temple telographed as follows :— aa 


kabad reports arrival from the direction of Krasnovodsk, between the 

January and the B1st January, of about threo battalions, Del nae 
between the 15th January and ‘the 27th Janu ont 980 infantry. 500 infantry 
and 2 guns left Askabad Tor Mery on the 21st Jannary. Krasnovodsk reports ae 
through towards Askabad about 500 infantry and 115 Cossneks and L gun from the 
Lith January to the 22nd January, Sheilh’ Junaid reports arrival of 170 infantiy 
and 50 Cossacks between the 11th January and the 21st January.” * 


Seistan—Tho Russian Consul will have an escort of six Russian Cossacks ag well 


as ten Persians. ‘The Russi mounted post to Birgand and Seistan, 


The preparations tor the Shalt’s journey are now eomplote, and 
eave Tehran for Tabroer, andl the Cancasus in the first weok of April, 
‘Pwenty officials will accompany him, but it is not yet decided who they ar to be 
There is a difference of opinion on this subject between the Sadr Azam and His 
Majesty. It is yet uncertain who is to. be Regent, but it ts cortain that the 
business of the Govemment will be transacted by the present Ministor for Foreign 
; i 
Quarantine —In answer to a Memorandum submitted by the Purkish Del 
the Sanitary Council, Dr, Hore, modieal adviser to. the Te ar hs 
drawn np @ statement shossing’ the reasons lance” was substituted for 
jeatsenration,” and aretunn subsequently made to the old system of dotention of al 
‘The Tudian Government had recommended that the system of suvveilla 
worked with success in Europe and India, should ho tried at Bushive, but ers 
ditions in the latter place were tfayourablo and the Poi snment opposed 
to the innovation, and it was thought botter to retuforee the old Regulations, 
This statement will he communicated to the proper authority, 
Quarantine is reported as work ly well, No use, however, is as yet male 
of the disinfecting stove, though the Minisier for Foreieit Affaits Hay assured the 
that the necessary orders have been sent, It is hoped that the stove will be 
ed by the Persian doctor under the direction of the English doctors, and that in 
s way the suspicions of the native population will not ho aroused, Ite 
ave being maul on the subject. to the Herslan Government 
o Ttalian Minister is reporting fully to his Goverment as to the working 
quaruntine in the Gulf, with Slee CHU aRE ALIS sits aioe Batt ee 
Conference, ‘The reports rvecived from Bushire have heen communicated {6 hint 
He points out that in the Protocols of the Venice Conference it is stated that: the 
system of surveillance does not apply to the Persian Gulf owing to the peculiar 
conditions which prevail there. As regards the establishment of a sanitary station at 
the entrance of the Gulf, he has suggested to his Government that India, whose 
intests are predominant, would probably be willing to take a leading part in the 
organization and direction of the quarantine station, 2 
Dr. Hore points out that it is advisable that the finances of ine 
Administration’ should be Kept sepsuate trom the general atioinistrative creams 
fhe district, Thi proposal may perhaps, be worked out in detail when the Customs 
is reorganized in March next, wl efinit e mij 
Administration | crea i ext, when a definite schome might bo 


‘osentationss 








No. 106. 


Sir H Rumdold to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received March 6.) 


ee Nees Viewna, February 26, 1900. 
HAN tho honor to tennanill Nerewitht to. your Lordship 2 Memorandum by 
Mx. Rumold of some conversation he recently had with the Persian Minister at his 
our, Goer! Nesiman Khm, onthe sujet ofthe RassoPerian Lom. 
(Signed) HORACE RUMBOLD. 


Inclosure in No. 106, 


Memorandum by Mr, He M. Runbold. 

Yontidential, : 
Cond ome conversation with the Persian Minister to-day on the subject of the 
Tawsian Lown to Persia, Neviman Khan, after recapitulating the various attempts 
mile by his Government to obtai stated that, when the Russian Goverament: 
offered to gnarmitee a loan of the s practically obliged to 

pt the mone ingly dangerous state of alfairs in 

ngdom. His Majesty s troops, sit . 
ayvenrs, and Consequently could no pressure to bear on the Provincial 
to compel them to remit monoy Whe Toan would, he hoped, put 
this state of things, and woitld’ be the means of Ineze 
Mhe Minister admitted that he had no doubt that the Russ 
matler, taken advantage of our difficulties in South Af 

wnmont. In reply toa venmrks 1 mate, that 

y help Persia out of the Veuevoleneo of thelr Ii 
“TL swear to You that the Russians have obtained no concessions whatsoover ft return 
for the loan,” Ho find constantly seen reports in the that Russian 
ongineors wore makhug surveys for yal , tt he atiae! 
importance to stich reports. fe declared that lie lind written’ to his colt 
St. Petersburgh, who would prosurnably he fully acquaint! with the condition 
which the loan had heon granted, to inquive what advantages the Ru 
obtained in votuen, and had beon informed that they had not 
of any kind, Me 'siid that the fmportance of the loan 
‘Pho Persian customs receipts were gohig up Dy 
that the Persian Govewmmient would hy able. to 
would, miyhow, never be nc \ 
agents, J asked what, in his opiiion, woul be fect of the loan on the positi 
of the Tinporinl Bank of Persie, : et thatthe hak, question 
would bo alfected in any way. ‘The Por ila co to 
business with it as hofore. Although the Anini was credited with Russian 
jtoclivities, he was far too cleyor to bivak with England, for he knew what would be 
the Tute of his countiy felt to the mercy of uissia. Taskeil Neviman Khan whether 
the Persian Government lind renewed oF wonkd renew the Railway Agreement with 

Russia? ov Was confused, amd Lam inclined to gathor from it that such a 
renewal was not improbable, for the Minister maintained that the Agreement only 

pplied to the north of Persin, ~ 

a Thanito Ge viae Nteima lana dent that the mere faet of the 
Régie Lown haying to. he paid o: verument hein debarred. from 
sooking: il assistance from any other country until the Russian Loan lias been. 

off, is a suiicfent rotumn for the help given by the Russian Govemanent to the 


olf the Ioan in a few 
ortliern customs to Russi 


HORACE MONTAGU RUMBOLD, 
Hien, February 20, 1900, 





133 


No. 107. 
SiN, O'Couor to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received March 6.) 
(No. 62. Confidential.) 
My Lord, 

‘THE antagonism known ‘to exist betw 
Military Commandant, Alstullah Pashe, precludes much importance being. attactiod to 
the latter's reports. Nevertheless, I think it well to. give for what it ix worth a brigt 
Summary of a telegram which I am confidentially informed was recently sont to. the 
Sultan by Abdullah Pasha, 

Te deseribes the situation in the Yemen as becoming worse from day to. day, 
general anarchy prevailing and the discontent of the Arabs and their hostility toward 
the Ottoman Government so great that he fears a catastropho will come aml render 
fruitless all the sucrifi der in tlie country. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 


Constantinople, February 27, 1000. 
een the Vali of 'the Yeinen and the 


80 lately made to restore 0} 





No, 108, 
Indin Office to Foreign Offce—(Received March 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India pre 
Secretary of State for Faroign Affairs, and, by di 
forvards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy nf Ane 
Ciavemment of India Foreign Secretary's letter, datell the 15th Februmry, regarding 
the Lingal-Ras-il-K heim incident, 

India Office, March 5, 1900, 


———$—$—$—_—— 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 108, 
tentent-Colonel Meade to Gavernment of India, 


Bushire, January 20, 1900. 
TN continuation of my telegram dated the 28th January, 1900, on the sahfect of an 
{tack on Lingal which the Persian Government state they’ apprehend will bo made by 
Sheikh Humeid-bin-Abdulla, the Chiof of Ras-el-Kheima, I aye the houour to submio’ 
formation of the Government of fh 

sary here ty recapitulate the circumstances. conn 
of Lingah hy Sheikh Muhamiad-bin-Khalifah, the descendant of tho old Aral 
Rulers of the place, or ils subsequent recapture: by the Darya Bogi, and it is sulticient 
i nt th ceordance with your telegraph nis oF the 21st October, 
© to the Residoney Agent at Sharzal, directing him to convey to all the ‘Hrueiah 
Chiets of the Arab coast a # agdinst assisting in any scheme for renewing attncks 
on Lingah, Subsequently my tour on the Arab coast in December Inst Lagain 

onally spoke to the Sheikhs an the same subject, 
3. The two Chiefs most interested in this matter aro the Jowasim Sheikhy of 
heima, who are closely related to Sheikh Muhiatumad, already 
al Gingah in July: 1898, aid yas in turn expelled by the Darya Best, 

a Governor of Bushire, in Mareh 18 
he Jowasim Ars Mussondam Peninsula way or may not have 
assisted Sheikh Muhammad inal enterprise, ut Sheikh Humeid’ of Ttaseel- 
Kheiina assured me wher we met that he and his own people had not approved of 
Sheikh Mubammad’s action in forcibly assuming the goverument of Lingah, because, 
h the family hind lost the Governorship, which, ap to 1884, had been heli aa ary 
hereditary office by the Chief of the branch of the tribe settled in Persia, the Persian 
i i When replicing the Arab Chief by a Persian Governor, hiud not deprived 
sof the tribe of the possessions they held. ‘The Darya Bex, however, hd 
now confiscated their property, and had, the Shoikh said, by doing so, tijared thany 
innocent people, 


8. Sheikh Humeid added that the Darya Begi could not have suec 


wl with the 


ested in hig 




















pure 








attack if the whole tribe had joined Sheik: Muhammad, which they did not do out of 
respect for their agreements with the British Government to maintain maritime pea 
‘They had on this account alone refrained 1 to the assistance of their kinsman, 
did not really belong altogether to 

‘2 also to the rest of 




















power to dispose of any of it w 

6. Sheikh Humeid, therelore, asked me to repre 
const members of his fimily to the Government of India, and [promised to do so on 
receipt of fll details from him, and on condition that he took no steps himself to assert 
his claims. 

7, he details promised have not yet reached me, and 
that the Sheikh should have decided ti out waiting for our intervention, 
especially as T warned him most empl ¢ to avoid doing anything that might 
compel the British authorities to st him, 1 told lim that the British and 
Persian Governments wore friendly to each otlier, and that Her M ernment 
ould not in any way approve or permit gttacks being made on Persian territory by 













fo me improbable 



















hy 
i that Sheikh Humeid has written 


9. Ibis now, however, alle 
and T gather 


to the Mujtabid of Lingah to 
that it is to this threat the Persian Government take except Tam making 
will show if tho Sheikh really wrote ax he is said to have done, and what his 
intontions really are. Tani calling on our Agents at Lingah and Shargah for reports, 
aud will comminicate the result. 

10, ‘Though Tam at present doubtful » 
some foundation for the rumour, aud T have, to make st 
Commandor of the “ Melpomene,” to call’ at Ras-cl-Kheima, and deliver a letter to 
Sheikli Humeld, In doing this, 1 authorized him to forbid and prevent any ware 
Vike movement on the part of the ‘Trucial Chiefs against Lingah. his will, 1 fe 
sure, prevent any trouble aceurring, and 1 trust the Government of India will approve of 
my action, 

“TL, [do not think that ye should allow the Persian Government to interfere in 
any way with the ‘rucial Chiefs, and 1 think they should be fully satisfied with what we 
have done, ‘Phe position of the Arabs at Lingah is somenbat peculiar, and such is the 
syenkness of Persian autliority in these parts that the Jowasins would probably have 
overvtin that part of Southern Persia if they had not been controlled by us. T think, 
therefore, that we aay: fnirly: ask that they should reccive proper treatment from the 
Persian Government, who should, L consider, be told distinctly. that we will deal with 
fall questions concerning the 'Tructal Chiefs who are under our protec 

, Tdo not think Guat the Darya Begi could, if he wished to do s0, chastise the 
Chief of Ras-cl-Kheima, oF that he has any intention of taking the " Persepolis "to the 
‘Arab cowst, AS to our asking Sheik Hameid to deliver up his kinsman, Sheiklr 
Mulitamad, and his followers to the Persians, T feel sure the Government of India would 
not for a moment think of doing so, and Tdo not see that, under the ei 
can do more than we have done in the matter, having due reya 
the Persian Government and with the Arab Sheikhs, 

19, Mo further explain what has been done in this matter, [am forwarding copies 
‘of letters and telegrams, 













ness, there may of course be 
asked! Captains Denison, RIN, 



























































Inclosure 2 in No. 108. 


Sip M. Durand to Lieutenaut-Colonel Meade. 


(Helexraphie.) Tehran, Janvary 26, 1900. 

HAVE you any reason to suppose that the Darya Begi contemplates operations 
against the Arab coast? Has he complained to you about Sheikh Humeid of Ras-el- 
Kheima? Mas he strength to do anything against the Arab Chiefs? ‘The Persian 
Government have informed Lord Salisbury that they contemplate chastising Sheikh 
Humeid, Answer early and do not mention this. 
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Inclosure 3 in No, 108, 


















Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Sir Mt, Durand. 








(elezraphie.) Bushire, January 28, 100, 

YOUR telegram No. 11. 

Government of: India have also adiresseil me on the subject, Following is position 
of affairs as far as 1 am aware, ‘racial Chiefs were warned end October against 
assisting in any schemes for renewed attacks on Lingali, and I personally repeated 
warning when I visited Arab coast in December. Sheikh Mumeid of Ras-cl-Kheima 
stated that Sheikh Mubammad’s attack: on Lingalh was made against their wishes, and 
that they have lost, in consequence, properties which belong to tribe generally. Sheikh 
Humeid promised to conform to my advice, and said he would submit later on detailed 
claims for the property of Jowasim Arabs taken by Persians at Lingab, which [ suid T 
would duly consider, “{ have not asyet reecived these details, but have heavi unofficially 
from the Darya Begi that Sheikh Humeid has written to the Mujtahid of Lingah to 
the effect that he intends attacking Lingah, I eannot eredit this in the tuee of the 
Sheikh's promises to me, and will avait its confirmation, In the meantime, however, 
Thave sent man-of-war to Ras-cl-Kheina with letter informing Sheikh of rumour whieh 
Lhope is incorrect, and directing him to give up all idea of a descent on Persian territory 
if he should unfortunately be contemplating it. Thave authorized Commander to forbid 
and prevent any such action if he finds it is intended. I think this meets all complaints 
on the part of the Persian Government, who should he informed that we will restrain 
Sheikh Humeid ourselves and cannot permit any interference with him or other ‘Trucial 
Chiefs on the part of any other Power, or allow Persian Govermnent to chastise one 
of them, Ido not think Darya Begi has the means to attack Ras-el-Kheima effeetively, 
and that any altempt to do s0 mizht resule in the loss of the  Persepol 
























































Tuclosure 4 in No. 108. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Captain Denieou, 


Bushire, January 27, 1900, 
to inform you that the Persian Government have complai 





THAVE the ho 











to Her Majesty's Government that thie Sheikh of Ras-el-Kheima, a Chiet under British 
protection, contemplates making a hostile demonstration against Lingal in support of 





Sheikh Muhammad, a relative of his, whom the Persians.turned out of the place early last 
year, and Lhave been instructed by th nment of India to take the necessary steps 
Sheikh Humeid, the Sheikh of Ras-cleKheima, from attacking Persian territory 
a disturbance, 

Ih this object | now forward a lette 













under flying seal, addressed to Sheikh 
Abdulla, and request that you will kindly call at Raseel-Kheima on your way 
down the Gulf and deliver it to him yourself, if possible, at a personal interview, when 
‘you can impress on the Sheikh that he will do himself harm if he engages in any sorb 
Of hostile demonstration against Lingah, or encourages Sheikh Mubammad ditectly or 
indirectly 

Should you find that the Sheikh is really about to undertake a warlike expedition 
against Persia, you should forbid him from going, and can exercise your diseretion in 
preventing it, T shall be glad to hiear, by telegram vii Jask, as soon as possible, how 
matters stand. 





























Inclosure 5 in No. 108, 
Lieutenant-Colone! Meade to Sheikh Humeid-bine Abdulla, 


(After compliments.) Bushire, January 27,1900. 
THAYVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 5th Ramzan, 
1317, on the subject of the properties in Lingah in which you claim to haye an interest, 
and to inform you, in reply, that yon have not as yet sent me the full details regarding 
their situations, ard thetshares i them which slong to the various members of the 
[1583] 2K 
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rasim tribe, Until you do this it is not possible for me to properly represent your 
claims to the Persian Government or to my own. 

A rumour has reached me that you contemplate sending a force in support of 
Sheikh Muhammad to recover possession of the town and district of Lingah, aud though, 
afier what passed at our interview at Ras-el-Kheima, I eanot believe the report is trae, 
‘think it is advisable to write again and remind you of what I then said, to the effect 
that the British Government cannot possibly approve of any warlike expedition axain 













Tnelosuee 2 in No: 109. 



















Government of India to Lord G. Huuiltan. 







(Telegraphic.) March 2, 1900. 
YOUR telegram of 23rd February: Museat eal depots. 
T have consulted Meade who regards proposed offer to the Freuch of choive of 
sites in Makalla Cove as best solution of the difficulty, and I concur, 





Persian territory starting from Raseol-Kheinia, and that you will be held responsible 
anything of the sort occurs. 
{ tuke the opportunity of Her Majesty’ 





ship Melpomene” going down tie Gulf 
pmmander, my friend Captain J. Denison, and I beg of 

to all hie fells you, and remember 
You during our interview, aud abstain from comnteriancing any liostile mov: 
Tinga, whieh may seriously pre} whatever just claims your tribe lias 
the Persian Government, and prevent my advocating your catise to my own 
ment, 


to send you this letter by her € 
you, my friend, to | 




































Inclosure 3 in No, 109. 









Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphie,) Initia Office, March 6, 1900. 

FOUR ietogeam 2nd March: Muscat, 
r inelosed in your letter Bist August, which doos 
ted for French occupies one or two of on sheds 
. For purpose of choice, please des 
Makalla Between which Erench are to, choose. 
One parcel is our shed No. 1. Is that sufficiently distinet ? he other parcel is a 
composite block, which nec i iption, Tn sending this specification of th 
two parcels, state whether, if the French should select our shed No. 1, it can be 
handed over to them without d 










Please seo Mewle’s lott 
not show clearly whether site sugg 
or what other land in Makalla i 
accurately the two parcels of and 

she 





No. 109. 



















India Office to Paveign Office —(Receteed Marek .) 



























THE Vuder-Suevetary of State for Tudin presents his compliments to the 

Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George 
ton, forwards herowith, for the information of tle Secretary of State, copy of 
rams reearding Frenels coaling facilities at Muscat. 


Inin Office, March 6, 1900. 


























No, 110, 
















India Office to Foreign Offiee-—(Received Murch 7.) 





Suelosuve 1 in No, 109, 






































































- A § 7 Sir, India Office, March 7, 1900. | 

Lord G, Humilton to Government of butia, T AM directed to forward to you a copy of a tolegram, dated the Srl Mareh, 
reevived from the Viceroy, reporting that the Russians have Tett 25 tons of cont at i 

(Pelographic, Tudie Office, Vebruary 23, 1900. Bunder Abbas, which tho Governor has since put ina godow 

MY tol rf the el fanuary and yours of the Oh February + Muscat Lam to suggest, for tho consideration of the Marquess a that it onight i 
Lappreciate toree of your objections to Kalbub site, and sious to ayoid any bo advisable, if a suitable opportunity arises, fo arrange fi to Bander | 
coneession which would aye any appearance of surrenler, As it is very desirable to Abbas of a consignment of coal for the use of Ler Majesty's ship: that port, i} 
get this disagreement with F ch Government out the wi 1 propose as and to request the Gi or to afford for its custody the same i i 
follows: to the Russian authorities, } 






Lam, &e, 


From Meade’s letter of 20th August in nur despatel, Augast, and 
(Signed) 


Inclosure 11 fo your despatch 17th August, it’ seems clear that Makalla offers 
pmnctically equal Conveniences for two coal godowns of similar size, name! i 
nd another which you propose for the Freneh, he Preach have 
tiiemsclyes to an admission that our godown No. 1 would suffice : see Fore 
lespatch No, 261 to Monson, 19th July, 1899, and Preneh Memormdum 
Considering that we have repeatedly declared our readiness to. concede to 
{1 position equal to our own, and have refused them positions desired by them 
ais being, not equal, but superior; cousidering, also, that your oflieers report that other 
sites in Makalla are, or can easily be made, as ady v8 as the site we now oceupy, L 
propose that we offer the French their choice between our largest godown No. 1. 
telerred to in French Memorandum aboye mentioned, and the other site referred to by: 





GODLEY. 












































Tnelosure in No. 110. 








Goreranent of India to Lord George Hawilton, 






















aaphie.) March 3, 1900. | 
DE tolegraphs, 2uit Maxelt 






























Meade as suitable for the Brench. By doing this we show good faith, and shall be “Lingah. Agent reports that Russians left 25 (ous of coal in boats at Bander { 
strong position for refusing any otlier concession, Lond S: ss this cou Abbas, which the Governor has since put in a godown.” ae | 
[trust you will he able to concur. Please consider and tel his looks like thin end of t e,aud is in remarkable contradiction of } 
Mouravieif’s assumnces. i 

\ 

1 

\ 
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No. 11. 
Adniralty to Foreign Office —(Received March 8.) 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, March 6, 1900. 
TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit here- 
with, for the information of tlie Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, extracts from a 
letter, dated the 11th ultimo, from the ‘Captain of Her Maj ship  Melpomene,” 
with copies of its inclosures, relative to the state of affairs at Muscat, 
‘A similar letter lias been addressed to the India Office. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 




















inclosure 1 in No, 111. 


Captain Denison to Rear-Admiral Bosanguet, 





(Seoret. 









{0 the Political Agent at Muscat, regarding a proposal by the Brench Government for a 
coal depdt at Kalbhu Cove, Muscat, ‘The Politieal Agent, Museat, then asked me to 
visit Kalblu Cove, and give hit my opinion on its facilities as a coaling-station, whick 1 
did, and T inclose w copy of my letter to hin. 














Inclosure 2 in No, 111, 





Liewtenant-Colonel Meade to Captain Denisone 





Sir, Bushire, January 24, 1900. 

‘AS I understand you are about to proceed shortly to Muscat, I have the honour to 
forward, uniter flying seal, the accompanying copy of a telegram from the Government 
of fudin in the’ Wore tinent to my address, dated the 23nd January last, 
togethier with a C ial inclosure to the Political Agent, Museat, and request that, 
fier perusal, you will be good enough to make them over to the Political Agent when 
you reach Muscat, of, should you not after all go there, that you will forward them: by 
the first available opportunity. 















Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) "1M. J, MEADE, 
Political Resident, Persian Gulf, 





Inclosure # in No, 111. 


(Wetographiv.) Cutcutta, January 22, 1900, 
"PHIL French Government have now suggested Kalbbu as site for the proposed 
French coal depot at Muscat, subject to an assurance that they will neither hoist flax 
nor claim any tight of sovereignty or property. 
Please report yourself and consult Cox as to whether the objection which already 
raised to Riyam, and the statement made to the Sultan, apply equally to Kalbhu or 
whetlier it alfords possible solutio 




















Copy forwarded, under flying seal, through the Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf 
Division, to the Political Agent, Museat, in continuation of this Oifiee indorsement, 
ated the 25th September, 1899, with a request that he will report to the Resident in 
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the Persian Gulf, by telegram, stating exactly where Kalblm is situated, and whether 
the objection to Riyam applies to Kalblm also. It will be advisable to have the place 
inspected by a naval officer, and to obtain his opinion before reporting. 
(Signed) ¥F. B, PRIDBAUX, First Assistant to the 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 





Bushire, Janudry 28, 1900, 


Tnclosure 4 


Captain Cox to Captain Denison, 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Muscat, January 31, 1900. 
THAVE the honour to inform you that 1 am instructed) that the French Govern- 

ent have suggested the Kalbhu Cove (the next cove to Museat Harbour in. the dire 

tion of Matra) asa site for a proposed French coal depot, and am directed to report 

upon it, 

2. In this connection I shall esteem it a favour if you will be s0 good as to make i 
convenient to visit the cove in question during your stay here, and, subsequently to give 
me, in documental form, your professional opinion with regard to it— 

(1.) On its own merits. 
(2) As compareil with the Riyam Cove next to it, both as a site tor a coaling depot 
and as regards the fucilities it might afford as a naval depot. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) P, L, COX, Cuptain, 
Hor Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, Museat. 




















Inclosure 5 in No, 111, 
Captain Denison to Captain Cox. 


“ Melpomenc,! at Museat, February 1, 1900, 

ted Kalbhu Cove and Ri 

your questions T and 2 of your letter of the 31st January, iti 
is inost susuitable in every way for a coaling-statio 

id it would be of no use as a naval depot, as it is open to 

id lic there during a © shamal” (orth-easterly wind) ; in fact, 

could anchor in the cove, on account of depth of water and 


Sir, 
1 HAVE the honour to inform you that I have 





id in reply t 
n that Kalbhu 

















the sea, and no ship ec 
only the smallest ¥ 
swall space for swinging. 

2, As compared with Riyam Cove it isa little better, as the water'in Kalbhu Cove ty 
deeper close to the shores but in every other respect the eoves are exactly similar, and a 
seaman would never drcain of utilizing either ax a naval depbt or coaling station, but the 
hills at the back of either cove could be fortified to any extent. 














3. The English Government coaling-station in Makalla Cove, Muscat Harbour, 
which T visited with you this morning, is, I think, the only suitable place for storing 





coal, as it is well sheltered from the sei, and lighters ean lie there in safely in all 
weathers the portion offered to the French Government is large, enough for them to 
store at least 10,000 tons of coal, so their request for another station on the grounds of 
want of space is absurd, 

Thave, &e, 


(Signed) JOHN DENISON, 








[1583] 21 






















































































India Office to Foreign Offiee—(Recvived March 8.) 





eenvtary of State for India pr 
tate for Foreign Ait 
h, for the information of the Se 





his compliments to the Under 

ze Hamilton, 
ary of State, copy of a telegram to 
coroy, dated the 7th March, 1900, regarding Russian activity in the Persian 
















India Office, March 8, 1900. 














Lord G, Hamilton (0 the Governwent of India. 






ice, March 7, 1900. 
on 2th Febru: 
O'Conor considers it would only irritate Russians, 


YOURS 17th, 


T now learn that directions were 
follow Russian cruiser further, 
































Sir G. Seott 19 Hie Munyoas uf Salislury.—(Reoeived Marek 10.) 














Sh. Petersburgh, Murch V0, 
VM, de Witte yesterday, yho explained to me that the Persian Loan 
nse irom the Russian Government or State Bank, but from the Persian Loan 
Bank of M. Polinkoft, snd that « geoup of wealthy: pri i 
necessary amount ly selling their 
ta incl: higher ra 


















0, realizing th 
with a view to securing interest 
Phat the bonds will be placed on ue market is unlike 

None of the bonds have heen taken 
Bank, who have 
‘Mhe State Bauk, hy. ynrebn 
oit by fits boing thrown ou th 
ite asserts that the Loan Bs 
urities held hy the latter were ouly 
‘ut various times for pinvhases of xr 
which part of the Lon 

Under present 











Government or the State 


hor by the Rus 
advantage from the loan. 



















‘het, hha even i 








of the State T 
or advances made to the Pers 
ni, Ke,, fo the amount of 4,000,000 roubles, 























entral administration of customs 10 ne 
recourse to control by defaults, such control would not be ¥) 
ian Government, as their relations with Persia would certainly 


istance to the Persian 





sian Government were glad to sinetion yrivate 
pitlar disturbances on the frontier were threatened on account of the 
‘listress from famine. 








the concurrent negotiations ope 
nt Government ay 





Persians in Paris and Brussels, the idea ot 








made by the Persian Government to pledge the revenue of all its. 
Russian Government from accept 





¢ Bank hail been prevented by thi 
ig those to which they thought Her Majesty's Government 1 
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No. 114. 





(So. Sonfidential.) 
(Telegraphic 

1 LEARN by a telegram from Her Maj 
gun-boat is to s 
ship being still at Bussorab, Mr, Wratislaw 
eave twenty-four hours before the Russian gun-boat and ao to Koweit, 














Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Satishury.—(Received Marek 10.) 


P Constantinople, March 10, 1900, 
y’s Consul at Bussorah that the Russiam: 

il in a few days, and will most likely go to Koweit, ‘The British war 
iggests that she might, if thought desirable, 





T have informed Mr, Wratislaw that your Lordship will send him instruction 


decided to send Her Majesty’s ship, she shonld leave as soon as possible, 


















No. 115, 





(No. 35.) 
(Felegraphic.) Ps Te 
WIE reference to. your Lordship’s te 
have the honowr to staté that E have been told by 
Customs whom T have just. seen, that “the Sheikh can be a 
i the part ¢ Persian Government of 
Aopriving him of enue that he may have hitherto dev 
‘The Sadr-i pledged himself to apply th 
fo the whole 
Is to Mohan 
oteetion, the customs 10 
an Will. senda speeinl messens 
ams service, and to come 10. 8 
Hy out of the customs 
interference with the Sheikh 
nent, 





































crab, whose duty it will be to levy regularly, 







to ask his. prote 






















nts with him, 
ather 








rntient: to coerce th 
ference on the part of Russin. 
w your Lordship approves steps be 
n compromise on the above basis. 











Meade to effec 











Mr. Spring-Rice lo the Marquess of Salisbiiny.—(Receivei! Murch 10.) 





ran, March 10, 1900, 


ram No, 26 regarding Moh 





the Belgian Administ 

avod that there is no 
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The Muryuess of Salisbury to Mr. SprinyeRices 





(No, 
Telegraphic.) WP. 

T HAVE received your telegram No. 
Mohammerah Customs. 

T approve your suis 
jnulueo the Sheikh of Moliammerh to accep 
the Belgian Administrator of Customs. 























fon that the Resident at Bushire should take steps to 
compromise on the basis proposed by: 











No. 117. 
Sir C, Scott to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received March 


(No. 66.) 
My Lori, St. Petersburgh, March S, 1900. 

* WIil reference to my despatch No. d ultimo, I have the honour to 
report that T reminded Count Mouravie! of the Memorandum which [had 
Joft with him of my observations on the su! the Persian Loan, and Linguired 
Whether he way now ina position to give me the information desired by your 
Lordship, with a view toa friendly and confidential discussion and understanding. 

lis Excellency replied that he liad been in communication with the Minister of 
Finance on the subject of the language whi d held to him, and that he had 
reminded his Excelleney that he had left the question of financial assistance to Pe 
in his hands as being’ a purely non-political matter, and he therefore 
thought that M. de Witte was the best person to give me the explanations which 1 
desired. . 

Tasked whether 1 was to understand from this celleney wished me to 
Aigeuss this question with M. de Witte, and he replied that he thought that this would 
De the most advantageous course in the first instanee, and he authorized me to 
do Bo. 

Te will he impossible for me to see M, de Witte before the departure of the Queen's 
messenger this evening, but I propose to seck an interviow with his Exeelleney to-morrov, 
and to he able to. report the result by n sife opportunity: for sending despatches to 
London next Monday. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES 8, SCOT?, 


i 


No, 118, 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received March 12.) 

‘DIU Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of Stale for Forcign Adlairs, and, dy direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forvards herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Goverament of fulia Foreign Sceretary’s letter, dated the 2nd February, regarding the 


movements of M, Goguyer, 
India Office, March 12, 1900, 


Juclosure 1 ia No. 118, 
Captain Cos to Government of India, 
(Confidential) Muscat, February 10, 1900. 
IN continuation of my letter of the 27th January, 1 have the honour to forward 
a further Memorandum regarding M. Goguyer 
Inclosure 2 in No, 118. 


Memorauduv. 


Mocenents of M. Goguyer, French Suspect in Musest. 
(fi continuation of Memorandum of January 27, 1900.) 


ONE of ‘the passengers by the mail from Bombay, which arrived at Muscat on 
Wednesday, the 7th February, was Sheikh Mohammed-bin-Abdul Wahab, of Babrein, 
Goguyer’s great friend during his sojourn at the latter place. Sheikh Mohammed 
-wa't on his way from Bombay back to Babrein, and on arrival of the ship in Muscat (in 
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quarantine) he endeavoured to obtain leave to come ashore, ostensibly for the purpose of 
calling on the Sultan. ‘The latter, however, declined to relax the Quarantine Regulations 
in his favour, and he therefore had to remain on board, 

Goguyer, however, went on board, and was engaged in close and confidential 
communion with Sheikh Abdul for an hour or more, “What pssed between them is not 

nown. : 

Goguyer spends his evenings frequently with M. Ottayi, who explains. that, 
M. Goguyer being a good Arabic scholar, the two of them study the Arabie classica 
together! 

Goguyer continues, when opportunity offers, to pick up samples of foreign goods 
popular in the Muscat market, and to canvass for orders, in that line, as well as for 
arms, 

PZ, CON, Captain, 


Political Agent, Muscat. 
Muscat, February 10, 1900. 





No. 119. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 12, 1900. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo, Tam directed by the Marquess 
of Salisbury to transmit to you a copy of a letter from the India Offies® forwarding a 
telegram from the Viceroy of India, of which a copy was sent to you from this Ollice on 
the Oth instant, stating that the Russians have left 25 tons of coal ut Bunder Abbas, 
Which has been placed ina godown by the Governor, 
‘The Secretary of State for Indi suggests iat it might be advisuble to arange 
to Bunder Abbas of a consignment of coal for the use of Her Majesty's 
hat port, and (o request that the same facilities may he afforded as those 
Russian authorities, 
Lord Salishury will be obliged if the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will 
favour him with tleir observations on this suggestion, 
Tam, 
(Signed) . Hl, SANDERSON, 
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Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess af Salishury.—(Received March 14.) 


Conatanlinept, Mareh 14,1900. 


am No. 20, 1 learn from Mr. Consul 
al for Koweit on ucsday 





No, 121. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received March 16.) 


Bir, India Office, Murch 14, 1900, 

I AM dirceted ly the Secretary of State for India to inclose, for the information 
of the Secretary of Siate for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a telegram dated the 18th Marci, 
received from the Resident at Aden, from which it appears that « Turkish subject hus 
erected a small fort near Ad-Dareja in. the Hausbabi territory, and that it is garrisoned 
by ‘Turkish soldiers 

From a reference to my letter dated the 21st November, 1896, it will be seen that 
the territories of the Haushabi Sultan are under the favour and protection of Her 
Majesty the Queen Empress by virtue of an Agreement dated the Gth August, 1895, 
With my letter dated the 18th July, 1893, there was transmitted to the Foreign Office 


* No, 110, 
[sss] 220, 





Bank, which biad held the securities for the Loan Bank for this sum, was wow disinterested 
in the matter, 
He caleulates that the other external obligations which the Persian Governm 
to pay off to the British and other creditors would amount to. 7,000,000 rouble 
balance remaining at the disposal of the Persian Government would be about 
roubles, 
"The loan had been ed and completed, and the ts of Persia had thus 
heen satisfied; there was therefore no oecasio sin the matter. If 
ment to think 
h. any want of consideration in ot being communicated 
ations far the loan were completed, he was not responsible for 
that neither Count Lumsdorif nor Count Mouravielf hid willingly 
matter had been dealt with by ly and, 
1 private loan not undertaken by the Government, seemed to require no political 
treatinent, 
He felt sure that Count Mouraviefl would bear his out in asserting that it was 
always the desire of the Linperial Government to co-operate with H 
‘ours to avoid any possible conflict of interests by frank and confidential 
jews aud discussion on any question which might lead to misunder 
standing, 
Lhave, &e. 
mned) CHARLES S, SCOTT, 





No. 128, 


Adnivilty to Foreign Office —(Received March V7 
(Confidential) 
Admiralty, March V5, 1900. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 12th instant, inelosing copy of a communiea- 
tion from (ie India Office stating that the Russians have left 25 tons of coal at Bunder 
Abbas, Persian Gulf, Fam, commanded by may Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
transmit, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs, copy of a 
telegram dated the 14th instant, from the Admiralty to the Commandet-insehief on the 
East Indios Station, and of his reply thereto, dated the 15th instant, and Tam to 
equest that heir Lordships be informed what reply should be sent 16 Rear-Adavina 

ny 

“Anny eovientntentfon lak heen addressed to he Thdla Oflce. 

Tam, & 
(Signed) 


Inclosure 1 in No. 
Admivally to Rewrecldmiral Bosauguets 


Admiralty, Mareh Vy 1900. 

NGE for the dispatch of a small consignment of goal to Bunder Abbas for 

the use of Her Majesty’s ships visiting that port, requesting Governor to alond for its 
oily the same facilities as those given to the Russian authorities, 


Tnelosare 2 in No. 123, 


Rear-Admival Bosanguet to cldmivalty. 
(Telegraphie.) March 15, 1900. 
REMERRING to your telegram of the 14th instant, Senior Officer, Persian Gulf, la 
reported no coal landed at Bunder Abbas by Russian gun-boat, permission being refused 
by Governor, 
Shall I, nevertheless, send coal # 
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No. 124. 


‘Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received March 17.) 

(No. 37, - 

(tele: iia 3 Tehran, March 17, 1900, 
[HE reference to my telegram No. 35 on the subject of Mohammerah, T have 

the honour to state that, until the Shal’s return from Europe, nothing will be done. 





No, 125. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received March 17.) 


No, 38. Secret 
(istezraphi “a. Tehran, Marvel’ 17, 1900. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 37 1 ing Mobammerah, T have the 
honour to inform your Lordship that Lam told, in strict confidence, by the Adminis- 
trator of Customs, who had asked for help in arranging the compromise, that the 
Persian Government intend, us soon as the Shah rettuns from Europe, to put an end 
to the semi-independence of the Amb tribes. For this purpose a gun-boat is to bo 
purebased. ‘The pretext will ‘be lost if the Sheikh yields in the mattcr of the customs. 
The Persian Goverment are now averse from ‘any compromise, especially under 
ices, and friendly action towards the Sheikh will be regarded as an act of 





No. 126. 
‘The Marquess off Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Foreign Office, Maroh 17, 1900. 
en received from the Resident at Aden, stating that the 
ya Turkish Sheikh, who has erected 
ja, and states that: his action 
is in accord from the Turkish Government, 
a ine Resident, it is most desirable that the arkish troops should 
be withdrawn without delay, as he has had some difliculty in restraining the Haushabis 
omv attacking them. aves 
“ tye see no objection, you should n:ake representations to this elfect to. the 
‘Tarkish Government. ; 
ynitch No, 300 of the Sx December, 1895, contains the text of the ' 
with the Haushabi Chiots, and a report by Captain Wahab, forwarded to the Embassy 
from Aden in August 1803, has a map attached to it, in whiol Addaraja is marked, 





No. 127. 


Foreign Office to Adiniralty. 
eee) Foreign Office, Mareh V7, 1900. 

* | HAVE laid bofore the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the 15th instant 
forwarding telographie correspondence with the Commaner-in-hiet on the Bast Indios 
Station respecting the proposed dispatch of coal for Her Majesty's ahips te Bunter 
‘Abbas in consequence of a report that the Tussians had already sent coal to that 
POF it now appears that the Governor of Bander Abbas refused. permission to. the 
Russians to land any coal, Lord Salisbury is of opinion that no further aetion is necessity, 
and Tam to siggest that instructions to this effect should be sent to Rear-Admira 
Bosanquet, 


Tam, &e. sa 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTTE, 





[1583], 
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No. 128. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received March 18.) 


(No. 35.) 

(Welegraphic.) P. Constantinople, March 18, 1900. 
TN wontinuation of my telegram No. 23, I lean by telegraph from Mr. Consul 

‘Wratistaw that the Russian gun-boat with the Russian Consul on board left Bussorah 

yestonlay for Koweit, ‘The Consul is to return by land. 





No. 129. 
Sin N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received March 19.) 


(No, 26,) 

(Pelexgraphie,) Constantinople, March 19, 1900. 
IT seem visable first of all to make inquiries with regard to the events 

montioned in your Lovdship's telegram No. 21 of the Minister of War. His 

Bxcelleney promised to telograph for a report at once, and to let me Know the result 

in a fow days. Te strongly disapproves of the action as reported from Aden, and 

disclaims all Inowledze of 





No, 130. 


Mrs SpringsRice (o the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received March 19.) 


lographic.)  P. Tehran, Marek 9, 1900. 
PERSIAN Loan. 
1 sounded the M 
ineluded in th nt 
Hod that it wax so. 





No. 131. 


Notes on the New Russian Tohran-Ensiteh Cart Road, by Lieutenant-Colonel Picat-— 
(Received March 20.) 

PHL now Russian Telia B eart road is now open throughout for traffic, 
Vor Administrative purposes it is divided into two distinct sections, the ‘Tehran 
Kasvin section and the Kasyin-Enzileh section; and on cach of these sections the 
managemont is in the hands of a separate Executive. Brom Wehran to Kasvin the 
rond follows the same highway as formerly, only culver d where necessary, 
fad metalled with shingle and sand throughout. ‘The stazes are likewise the sume as 
fomnerly, and transit with ordinary post horses occupies, under a conditions of 
‘eather, from eighteen to twenty-four hours, 1 loft WTehran on the 16th January last 
(1900) and reached Kasyin on the 18th, 

‘Mhough snow lay thick on the ground my earriage travelled with the greatest ease, 
the horses nding no difficulty whatever in proceeding at a rapid pace, ‘The care and. 
Jahour expended in the construction of bridges and culverts, and in laying the roadway 
‘appeared fo rellect great credit on the engineers engaged, for the last eighteen months, 
inthe work. 

‘he Kasvin-Envileh seetion continues to follow the old track as far as the frst 

instead of crossing the Kharain Pass, it deviates to the 
From Paichenar, again, it follows 


the old route, the g the same. 

‘On leaving Kasvin and passing over the mountain region between that place and 
tustamabad, found hieavy snow covering the Baikendi Pass, rendering passage for 
Cartinuos, owing to the depth of the drifts, very difficult. ‘The road appeared to bo 

Hid Tut inadequately so, though this iS a matter only to he judged fairly, 
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Jn the coming spring, when the melting snow will prove the worth of the founda 
fons. 

Tn many places the road had onlya breadth of 12 feet, making it almost impossible 
for carts, or carts and earavans, to pass each other, except at certain points; and, 
according to my calculations, widening will he requited over a distauce of from 24 to 
30 kilom. My notes give the following distances where such improvements seem 
necessary 


Between 
mw  Paieheuar and Mex 
Menjil and Radbar 
Rodhar ani Jenjeh 
Jenjoh and Rustamabad +. 


Toul +s 


‘Additional protection in this mountain region is also urgently required, over about 
am equal distance, in bnilding up parapets on the side of the precipice, Hard 
anytinng had as yet beon done in this respect, and it would seem the necessity for suck 
proteetife work only now being Drought home to the engineers by the’ accidents 
requently occurring 

At Menjil, the river is yas iidge, whieh has taken, 
the place of the old 1 ‘Phe road p over a diMleult and rocky 
country skirting the 1 wid Rustamabad, small bridges and. 
culveris being of constant recurrence, until the level and swampy ground a Tew 
Kilometres from Rustamnabad is reached. Here much labour has been expended in 
transforming a swampy track into a sound highway. 

Capital alloxed to amount t6 3,500,000 roubles, devived from private and Govern- 
mental sources, is said to have been already expended on the c ion of the road, 
and another million is thought a moderate estimate where place it on a 
satisfactory works is, into consideration the improvements 

sis not, J think,an unlikely one. ML. Poliakoff, the 
Moscow, thought the cost of maintenance alone, 
200,000 roubles per annum, 

‘To meet these ‘s the Company depends on the toll stations established at 
different points on th Jy soction of which collects its own tolls. 

‘On the ehraa-Kasvin section much difficulty is found in doing this, Owners of 
transport cannot be made to sce the advantage of paying tolls for the privilege, of 

1s over the new highway. ‘They found the rates exeessive and preferred lending, 
their animals by cross roads anil devious tracks rather than pay the rates demanded by 
the Company 

Baron Wedel, the official in charge of the Tehran Kasvin section, with wh 
Thad the good fortune to t 1, said the question of tolls was causing the Russ 

ion in Tehran a steat deal of anxiety, as the public could not be compelled to use 
the new road, and any reduction in rates would seriously affect tho income of the 
Compan; posibly a reduction in mes might indueo tmnsport. to 
nse thie 10 mud weather, for thy greater rut of the yer, shy nino 
months, there was nothing to prevent owners of pack animals from avoiding ivaltogether 
by making a short détour to the south. 

‘On reaching Rescht, however, heard a reduction in rates hid been made, but with 
whit effect on the public I have yet tolearn, 

nzileh, section the toll question is inch simplifies pears 
mals to evade the passage of the river at the Menjil bridge, 
lected, ‘The Company will probably aye to ely in rent 
measure on the tolls taken on this section for its future neon 
suflice to defray the cost of mainte yi ont cap 
Judging by the pre seas, and supposin 
ornpany sticcees in inducing transport to make more use of, te ‘ebvan-Wagviay 
ion, tt still seems doubtful whether the toll revenue will at all suffice to mer the 
exigencies of the 

"Any considerable augmentation of trailie is hardly to be expected, as, since the 
jevying of tolls on the new road, increasing quantities of goods are being imported by 
the Meshed-i-SarTehran route, open for most of the year, and comparing favourably 
in distance, being on six or seven. stages assainst tw Tis truc the Meshe 
route is much rougher, but its freedom from tolls would seem to compensate f 
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disadvantage. T may mention here that the Imperial Bank of Persia has, for y« 
imported its bar silver by this route. 

From a commercial point of view great interest is felt in the enterp 
success or failure will have no ie effect on the money market in Rus 
Success will probably lead to furtlier private enterprise in roads and in Persin 
with a moderate Goy guarantee, wherea d mean ernment 
would have to fully F mb v on tl 

ee up of further . In the present case the Russian Government, 

id) supplemented the private funds by about 2,000,000 roubles as well as 
guaranteed 5 per cent, on the capital, What the aetual of the Government, 
are, however, [ have not heen able to ascert y 

Tt was at one time thought the Road Company would organize 
roud; but this it has, however, decided to . At present ver carts, 
are decapied with the heavy carrying, mitinely on the 

ck mule and |. The 

dients Hetween Kasvin o severe 

icult, 1f not well-nigh impossible. i A service fe 

ail goods requiving quick transit 1 
‘ordinary class of gooils pack animals will be found cheaper 
supported by At, Poliaboff has, in mdy commoneed to 
rom Mebran to Rescht x 5 but it was lo 
inclined to think that, except it is subsidized by the Road Company, the se 
shortly he withdrawn, 

‘Tho question has been asked whether the new road eoukl not be converted into a 
railrond, Inn answer I woultl mention that the G miployed on the 
mountainous seation express doubt on the subj fi es and grad 
could he irproved suiliciently for the purposes of moun vou, 

‘Phere is no doubt of the political effect of the new road, Rescht is heeomi 

janized town, whore the influence of the Russian Consul is parnmount, 

ils and servants age employed in considerable numbers on the rods and the ni 
presenee of Russia iy being beowabt home in direct and foreible way to the people of 
the northern prov ‘i the Persian officials of the eapit 

rnilitaxy poi wv the road is of g1  Awestension 
‘in, to which the Company is bound by its Coneession, will open 
up easy ¢ spin and Kermanshah, to whieh the atten 
fibn of Russia has Leen diveeted for some time, Having proviously dvelt on th 
Value of Kermaushah, 1 will not now enter further on that subject in these 
notes 
(Signed) IL, PIGON, Liewtenant-Colonel, Oriental Secretary 
tind Military Attaché, Hee Britaynic Majesty's 
Legation, Persia. 
March V7, 1900. 





No, 182. 
‘The Marquess of Sulishury lo Mr. Spring-Rice, 


(No. 31. Confidential) 
(Welegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, March 20, 1900. 
T HAVE seevived your telegrams Nos. 38 and 89 of the 1 
respecting the intentions of the Persian Government with x 
round Moliammeral, and the reported inclusion of the Mol 
ded to the Russian Bank, 


fas a message from. mic, in courteous but distinet terms, th v's Government. 
1 view n of the Karun and in the trade of 
Mohammorah, nment shill not attempt to interfere 
forcibly with the position of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, nor make any change in the 
‘Administvition of the Customs without previously obtaining the consent of Her 
“Majesty's Government. 
one stiould eal the attention of the Minister for Foreiga Affairs to the fact that 
‘on the 24rd October, 1897, the Persian Government gave a written promise that the 


BEsy 


‘Customs of Southern Persia should not be placed under the control and supervision of 
any foreign Power, and you should inform his Exeellency that the Persian Government 
Will he held to the strict observance of this engagement towards Her Majesty's 
Government, of which Sir M. Durand reminded them in December 1899, vnc 
I request that you will take steps to ascertain whether the Mohammerah 
toms are considered to be ineluded in the guarantee of the Russian Loan on the 
strength of the absence of any proviso that they are to be excluded, or whether they 
are actually included by name. i 
he result of your interview with the Minister for Porign Affairs should be 
reported to me by telegraph. 
You may use the same language in speaking to the Sadr Azam on this subject, if 
the occasion should present itsell id 





No, 183. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 21.) 


Sir, India Office, March 21, 1900, 

REVERTING to your letter of the 104 October, forwarding a copy of a despateh 
No. 351, dated the 7th October, addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, 
relative to a coiling station at Muscat, and with reference to subsequent correspondence 
‘on the same subject, Lam directed to forward, for the information of the Scerotary of 
State for Foreign Affuirs, copy of a telegram dated the 17th March, received trom’ the 
Viceroy. 

Te will be within the recollection of the Marquess of Salisbury that, ina, Memo- 
randum communicated by the French Ambassador, and received in this Office with your 
letter dated the 22nd July, 1809, M, Cambon wrote:— 

“Le hangar No. 1 conviendrait, mais Je Gouvernement: Britamiique ne peut songer 
A eéder son dépot principal.” 

Ina subsequent conversation lis Execllency stated that the acceptance of one of 
the English coal bunks “would be repulsive to the national feeling?” of the Hreneh, but 
it-scems that M, Cambon was then referring to the coal-shed No, % which had been 
offered, Moreover, it has been repentedly aflirmed that the French Government desite 
oily to be placed “in the same conditions as those adopted by the British Admini 
stration 

Tn these circumstances, and in onder to make it clear that the British Government 
desires no special advantage for itself, 1 am to offer the following suggestion 

The zround available in Makalla Cove admits of division. into two parcels by means 
ofa wall built from the sea to the high ground at the back, On one side of the wall 
would be out large shed No, 1, and a sinaller one on the north side of it, No, 25 on the 
ther side of the wall is the shed No, 8, with any land that may lie to the south of the 

N, and whieh ean be more precisely: defined when the division is made, ‘The French 
Government might he offered their ehoiee between the two sites, and. the dividing wall 
‘will be erected hy us on receipt of an intimation that the solution is accepted, by the 
French Government. The ehoiee of sites can be mde after the specification of sites and 
the completion of the wall, If the French Goverment chooses the northern site with 
four sheds Nos, 1 and 2, time should be allowed for the removal of our coal to the other 
Site, and for the construction of the necessary shed. ‘The French Government would 
probably wish to pay for the shieds Nos, 1 and 2 at a fair valuation, Should they be 
Lisposed to accept the southern site with its shed No. 3, Lord George Hamilton would 
propose to give that shed without making any claim for coinpensation 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


Tnclosure in No. 1: 


es Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 

legrap Mareh 17, 1900. 

TAKADLA COVE contaus to sites: first, the north site, on whfh are stunted 

our large shed (No, 1 of French Memorandum), aud a swnall adjoining shed (No. 2) on 

the north side of No. 1; and secondly, the south side, on which, at a little distance, is 
(1583) 20 
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our other small shed (No. 3). Although No, 1 is by itself sufficient for the French, they 
could not occupy it while’ we continue to oceupy No, 2, since Nos. 1 and 2, being close 
together, can only be held by the same Power. 

‘Our proposal is— 

1, That the two sites should be evenly divided by a wall from the sea to the high 
ground at the back, the cost being divided’ between the French and ourselves ; 

2, That one sliould be taken by the French, the other by ourselves. 

‘The existence of the principal shed, long in our possession, on the northern side, 
would render its surrender somewhat invidious, and the French Government, convinced 
of our bona fides, might: he expected not to press for it. Should the Prench choose the 
Southern site, and build further upon it, they should pay us for shed No. 3. Should they 
iaim the northern site, they will acquire with it sheds Nos. 1 and 2. They should pay 
for these, but occupation should not take place until wall has been built, and we have 
constructed for ourselves new slieds on southern site, and have removed our coal thereto. 
Such a procedure would to some extent diminish invidiousness of this solution. 





No, 134. 


Mr. SpriigeRice to the Maryuess of Salisbury.—(Received March 21.) 


Tehran, March 21, 1900. 
et of your 
Lovdship’s te s i an New Year, which is in two days" 
time. 
Director is of opi 
‘uid that it is not named in the contract. In the 
qué to the press the Persian phi nd the 
ports of tho Gulf of Fars’” 1 propose to inake it clea in my communication that 
Mohaninevah is incheded in the ports with whieh our protest is ¢o 





No. 135, 
‘The Marquess of Sulishury to Sir 


Foreign Office, March 21, 1900, 
TE French Ambassador spoke to me to-day again with respect to the coaling. 
atation which the French Government wore anxious to acquire in the neighbourhood of 
Museat. 
T replied that 1 liad been in communication sith the Indian Government on the 
subject, and that Lyvas tiow prepared to make to him the tolloving proposal > — 
ithe wronnd available at present for coal stores in. Makaila Cove shoal be divided 
as fur as possible evenly between Engtand and France, and tx coal stores as early 
similar possible establisheil, one for the use of English vessels and the other for the 
‘use of French vessels, : 
Tis Excellency said he doubted if this arrangement would be aeceptable to his 
Governinent, but he undertook to lay it before them, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No, 136. 


‘Aimiyalty to Foreign Office (Received March 22.) 
(Coufidential,) P 
Sir, tiralty, March 20, 1900, 
t, stating that as the Governor of 
f° the Russian gun-boat “ Gilyak” 
jetion was necessary with regard to 
Tam commanded by my Lords 
wm the Secretary of State that a 
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telegram to that effect was sent on the 17th March to the Commander-in-chicf on the 
East Indies Station. 

Since then a message, dated the 19th instant, of which the following is the deeypher, 
hhas been received from Rear-Admiral Rosanquet :— 

“With refererice to your telegram of the 14th instant, Senior Officer, Persian Gulf, 
now reports by telegram as follows:— 

“{ found on my retura to Bunder Abbas, and have reported by letter of the 
15th March, that *Gilyak’ left two small dhow-londs of coal behind at Bunder Abbas to 
sink, which the Governor afterwards landed to save—about 20 tons in all, It is not 
known whether she returns for it.” 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 





No. 137, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received March 


Sir, India Office, March 21, 1900, 
IN continuation of iy letter of the 14th March on the subject of alleged ‘Curkish 
eneroachments on Haushabi territory, near Aden, and with special reference to corre- 
spondence ending with mny letter of the 28th February last, 1 am directed by Lord George 
Hamilton to forward a copy of a further telegram from Aden reporting the alleged 
establishment of Turkish posts within the territory of the Amiri Amir of Dthali 
Tord George Hamilton would suggest, for Lord Salisbury’s consideration, that 
Sir Nicholas O'Conor should be instructed to press the Porte to abstain from interferen 
within the territories of the telbes, whose independence was affirmed in Lord Granyille’s 
despatch, No. 111, to Sir H. Elliott of the 15th May, 1873. ‘The tribes referred to were 
enumerated in the Government of India’s letter,* No. 38, dated the 11th April, 1873, 
which included the Amiri in the list of nine protected tribes; and am to add that the 
substance of Lord Gi "5 despatch was communicated to the Ottoman Government, 
as reportel by Her Majesty's Ambassador in his despateh ofthe 30th May, 1ST, 
ay, &, 
igned) ‘A, GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 137. 


The Resident, Aden, (0 Lod G, Hanitton. 
Murch 19, 1900, 


limits at Karaiba and 
going to 
his capital, Dthali 
1 only be stopped by Protectorate Treaty with Amie and pressure on Turkish G 
ent to order the Governor-General to refrain trom infringing our frontiers, 1 have se 





India Office to Foreign Office — (Received March 22.) 


Sir, India Office, March 21, 1900. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 19th instant, inclosing a copy of 
Mr, Bertie’s to the Admirally dated the 17th instant, and in view of previous. 
correspondence, 1 am directed by Lont George Hamilton to suggest that it would 
bo well if some additional information as to the ports and harbours of the Persian. 
Gulf could be obtained, 


© Copy forwarded with Mr, Merivale’s letter of May 12, 1873. 
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With this object, his Lordship thinks that the Admiralty might be requested 
to instruct the Commander - in. ef on the East Indies ic ange that 
places shiall, as opportunity serves, be visited and repo on. by the 
as of Her M ips: and more especially that the 
those wat i view to ascertaining their 
tion, their expacity for defence, and their general suitability for use 
for coaling puxposes, and for the control of the Gulf. 
Tt & pbviously advisable that any measures of this kind which may be 
decided upon should not be undertaken with undue haste, or ¢ i 
fo attract attention ; but his Lordship thinks it probable that in the 
‘course of a fow months it_ may be possible to give effeet to thi n without 
ng any sleps Which would be likely to arouse suspicions. 
lis Lordship would he glad to Know whether the Marquess of Salisbury concurs 
in this proposal. 


‘A. GODLEY. 





No. 139. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 22.) 


its his comp to the Under- 

ary of Stare for Foreign Allaire, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 

finde herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inelosures in 

Govamment of Lndia Foreign Secretary's letter, dited the Ist March, regarding the 
Ling Khim 


Tniclosiire 1 in No. 139. 
Captain Denison to Liewtennnt-Colonel Meade. 


Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that on my arrival y 
anced aid in an interviews with Slicikh Hameidebin jin your letter, and 
Gnformed hin, that the Persian Governme complained that he tended to attack 
Tiimh,. To this he nt once repfied that there wax no truth in the report, that be ad not 
sent mien to Lingab, and would not do xo. Lthen told him that, if he encouraged 
Shiikli’ Mao ny hostile demonstration, he-would di himself harm, and, i he 
atten pted Yo help fini in auy attack: on. Persia tersitory, that the English Government 
qould prevent it, Ii reply to this he affirmed that he would not aid Sheikh Mahomed 

y way, and stated that, if he heard of any disturbance at Lingah, he woald write to you 
Tv aiely..— Lasked him to send a reply to your fetter, and he has promised to do so. 
Lalso informed him tha «and his fiumily hid aiuy claims to make against the Persian 
Goveriaent for property 1s, he sbould make them through the Agent at Sharzab, 
and that, it they were teasonable, you would do your best to get the En: 

Chinn, He told me that Sheikh Mahonied is at present living in Ras 
‘Throughout the aw he was most friendly, and seemed anxious to carry out the 
Wishes of the Government, aud also expressed a desire that you would visit him soon to 
tall: matters ovel 

‘The town appeared to be deserted, neglected, aud not at all a thriving: place. 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) | JOHN DENISON. 


————— 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 139, 
Liewtenant-Colonel Meade to Siz M. Durand. 


(Telegraphic.) is 
fob aoe ers Bushire, February 8, 1900. 
jo not see how we can regard Sheikh Mahomed and his adherent i 
se e d sas anytl 
Shee sas pale! refugees, and we could not, in my opinion, possibly ask their anes 
coa give p Persians, ‘ally now 
eh Pay give them up to the Persians, especially us we know how they would 
We have done what we can to prevent any it i 
we ean top yy attack on Lingah by the Trucial Chi 
from the Arab const and may periaps wedinte between the fetogeos andthe, ve 
overnment with the object of mutual restoration of property and the return of the 
offenders, but beyond this ! do not sce that we are called on to do anything. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 139. 


Sir M. Durand to Liewlenant-Colonel Meade, 


(Telegraphie.) February 
YOUR telegram No. 23: Arab Sheikis, ee 
T agree, and have s0 informed! Her Majesty's Government. I think that it would be 


well to effect amicable settlement if possi i 
i le if possible, and s of Wl 
ol ee aa possible, and rid of what may be a source of 





No. 110, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salishury.-—(Received. March 22. 


Constantinople, March 42, 1900. 
der: 


No. 27.) 

Melo) |B. 
VITH reference to subject of my telegram No, 26, th 

: i legram No, 26, the Ottoman Comms 

chief in the Yemen Ins telegraphed to’ tho Ministry” of War denyi nat the Tinh 


troops have advanced into the Haushabi 

the Oificer Commanding at ‘Taiz reports that fe anne among the trib 

it bas heen foul negesary to withdrw sone mils fom the frontier, pee: 
in conveying this information to me, the Minister of War added that, should it be 


discovered that in spite of these ry a fort hi en € i 
would give instructions that it should i eee 


if 
fort at Adderaja, and 


Se 


No. 141. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received March 23,) 


THE Under-Seerctary of State for India is compli 
THE 0 ‘for India presents his eomplin » Unie 
Seeriay of Slate for Foreign Afar and by dwetion of Toni Gege Hanion 
I herewith, f formation of the Secretary of State, ogra 
4p lus Gorernbeof Bomlay,daist tas Sut Mush: remains Maa Goo 
es caer garding Turkish encroachments 
India Office, March 22, 1900. 


1583] 
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Tnclosure in No, 141. 
Lord George Hamilton to Government of Bombay. 


‘Telegraphic. India Office, March 21,1900. _ 
(rregSEN esident’s telegram 13th March: Turkish encroachment on Haushabi 
territory. * 
ei thurkish Ministor of War disclaims Knowledge and disapproves alleged encroach- 
ment, promising further inquiry. i 
Please inform Aden and Government of India. 





No, 142, 
Sir ©. Scolt to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received Mareh 26.) 


. 80, dential, 

Woe, on y St, Petersburgh, March 22, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despateh 
which has been nddressed to me by Her Majesty's Acting Consul-General at Odessa 
‘on the subject of negotiations for the supply of aluminium coinage for ase in Persia. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES S. SCOTT. 


Inclosure in No. 142. 


Acting Consul-General Mackie to Sir C, Scott, 
ee St. Petersburgh, March 14, 1900, 
11 ig reported Rosonkratz, Works at St. Petersburgh are negotiating with’ Russian 
Railway Concessionnaire in Persia for the supply of aluminium coinage for use in that 
‘country. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) «H.-G. MACKIF. 





No, M3, 
Sir ©, Seolt to the Marquess of Satisbury.—(Received March 26.) 


(No. 5: 
My Lor St. Petersburgh, March 22, 1900, 

T HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, in translation, an article whieh appeared 
in the “Wostnik Byropy,” entitled * England and the Persian Loan.” 

Tt scum to merit attention as bearing some traces of inspiration from welle 
informed soureos in Russia. 

Lhave, &e. J 
(Signed) CHARLES 8, SCOTT. 


Tnclosure in No, 143. 
‘Transtation from * St. Petershurger Zeitung” of aArticte in the “ Westnik Beropy.”” 


ExGnaNp AND ite AS oF 1900.—The foreign press has been 
yoontilading lately inv the possibility of neutral Powers taking advantage 
1 position, and in doing so, the limits which have been most 
Frequent axe those which refer to supposed projects of Russia. : 
Rich material for combinations in this sense has heen supplied by a portion of our 
own press in. its Chaw 5 about Herat and the Pamirs, the wall to India, 
sand the Persian Gull 
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‘These articles leave unexplained for what object we require the Pamirs, Herat, the 
road to India, and the Porsian Gulf, seeing that the spirit of enterprise is so feebly 
developed with us, and that we hand over the natural riches of our country to Belgians 
and other foreigner 

But abroad the impression may easily be gained that something serious is on foot 
as the public in similar cases always conclude that there is “no smoke without 
oe 

Itis in ciroumstanees like theso that even quite unimportant incidents aeq 
nite extraonlinary importance, It is not so long ago that an isolated military measure 

stiataliestionect a aaall body of troops from the Caucasus to Central “Asin was 
interpreted as an alarming symptom of a revolution in our relations with England. 

No less excitement has been even caused by our recent financial transaction 
with Persia, although the friendly relations of Russia and Persia are already traditional 
and eannot injure any one, 

Russia has granted Persia an advantageous external loan of 22,500,000 roubles on 
the security of the Customs receipts of the northem provinces. 

This 5 per cent, loan is to pay off older loans, and in particular the G per cent, 
Joan of 1892, which was secured on the revenues of the southern provinecs, 

Persia further binds herself not to contract without Russia’s consent any 
otlior external Ioan until the loan guaranteed by the Russian Government: has been 
paid off, 

In compensation, so it is said, Porsia is to give us important Railway Concessions. 
Whnt does this trinstetion prove? 

Tt may conyince us that our finances are in a flourishing condition, and that 
thanks to onr eredit, wo ean find money on favourable conditions not only for ourselves, 
but for foreign States. 

n that the superabundance of 
of on taking upon 0 
‘clopment of the railway system of @ foreign State; 
it is highly probable that in this way we may gain for our future Centeal Asiatic 
industry a direct connection with the Persian Gulf. (Oh what irony !) 

Thit in any ease wo aequire these important advantages quite independentiy. of 
sgland’s eritical po We could avon have acquired them at any timo, ay Por 
iiot dependent on England, and the latter does not enjoy in Persin any preferentint 

rights with regard to raising loans. 

For these reasons we regard the endeavour of some papers to see in tho Pers 
Loan, which we have been negotiating, a skilful check move to England, as failing: in 


v oceupation of Port Arthurand of Talienwan was afar move important incident, 
ore disagreeable. to. and yot it was carried out in times of peace 
when no crisis hampered th mt of Brin 
We had, therefore, no to wait, for the South African wir to conclnite this 
ion with Persia, and the cireumstanees of the completion of the 
ng with tho soverest checks of the British mms was simply. a 
fortuitous one whatever the foreign press may assert to the contrary, 


No. Lt. 


aidinivalty to Foreign Office —(Recotvet Murch 26. 
(Confidential.) B ves ) 
Sir, Ailuiralty, March 24, 1900, 

LAM commanded by my Lords Connnissioners of the Admiralty to transmit hiere= 
with, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, ext 
lettor dated at Bunder Abbas on the 19th ultimo, from the Captain of Her Mujesty 
“Pomone,” relative to his proceedings in the Persian Guli, and the movements of the 
Rassian ship * Gilyal 

lar letter has been addressed to the India Office, 
Tam, & 

(Signed) VAN MACGREGOR, 





Inclosure in No. Ltt, 


Captain Simons to Admiralty. 
(Confidential.) 
(Extract) « Pomone,? at Bunder Abbas, February 19, 1900. 

HAVING relieved Captain Denison of Her Majesty’s ship “Melpomene” as senior 
officer, Persian Gulf, in consequence of your telegrams of the Sth, 9th, and 10th February, 
concerning movements of the Russian ship ‘Gilyak,” I lelt Bushire on the 10th 
February and arrived here on the 2th February, calling at Jask on the way to get any 
further instructions, and where I received your telegrams of the 11th, and also one from. 
the Resident, Bushite. 

2, T received your telegrams of the 18th and 16th here by mail steamer and 
“Sphinx” respectively, and the latter, after bringing hers, proceeded on the morni 
of the Ith to Bushire and Bussorah. here on the 16th 
Februney from Bushire, not being required by the Resident, and 1 have sent her to Jask 
for your orders, 

3, The Russian ship arrived liere the day after the “Pomone,” and asked on 
arrival to be allowed to land coal; the request, however, was refused by the Governor, as 
he required orders from Bushire, and she is now taking all the coal from collier on board 
by currying an upper deck cargo. On completion she leaves for Bushire, Mohammerah, 
and Bussora, and the Captain inforimed me he would, after his visit to the Gulf, proceed to 
Chi derstand that his object in the visit is to show the Russinn flag, and he says a 
Tussian ship will now come in the Gulf every year. 

Whe he leaves 1 shall follow hin to Bushire, as already reported in my telegrams to 
vou, 1 have taken. every precaution not to offend Russian susceptibilities, and we 
fave enterfatied the Captain and officers on board and been very friendly vith thei, 

4, Loritered the Pigeon” and Sphinx” hore to meet me, principally with a. view 
cof making use of thom as despatch vessels, ng they should stop at the 
Anchorage, Welegrams by express dhiow from Jask take four days to reach here, and one 
‘even took six; T did not see how otherwise L wus to communicate intelligence quicl 
you if important. 





Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Foreign, Ofice, March 

WITH reference to your letter of the 10th instant, I aun directed by the Marquess of 
Salisbury to, transmit to you, for the information of Lord George Hamilton, copy of a 
Jeter from the Admiralty" stating that two smull dhow. Joads of coal were left at Bander 
‘Abbas by the Gilyak to sink, and that the Governorafterwards landed them in order 
‘save the coal. 

Tord Salisbury does uot think that any section is desirable on the part of Her Majest 
Government, unless there is some distinct evidence of an intention on the part of the 
Persian Government to concede coal storage to Russia. 

Lam, &e 
(Signed) I. If, SANDERSON. 





No. 146. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received March 27.) 


‘PIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Government of Thdia Forvign Seretary’s letter, dated the Sth March, regarding the 
desire of the French Goverament for eoaling facilities in Muscat territory. 

India Ofice, March 26, 1900, 


No, 186 
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Inelosure 1 in No. 146. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


Confidential.) 7 Bushire, February 19, 1900. 
IN continuation of my telegram dated the 7th instant, T have the honour to 
forward, for the consideration and orders of the Government of India, copies of a 
letter from Captain Cox, Muscat, and inclosure, 
2. T agree cuti 
recommend that it may b 


Te cone 
y that, 
after all we idand done ab Muscat, wo could fot prevent, thé Froneh frm, 
obtaining a footing on the Oman coast, while if they have to be content with a share 
of Makalla, it will be thought that we have obtained a diplomatic advantag 
4. Looked at from an absolutely fair and reasonable stand-point, there can be no 
doubt that a share of Makalla Cove’ puts France and England on an equal footing as 
reganls coaling facilities at Muscat, and that for all bond jide commercial purposes, the 
Makalla Cove is decidedly preferable to Kalhuh, Riyam, or even disseh, 


| 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 146. 
Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, 


Muscat, February 6, 1900. 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your indorsement dated the 
january, i Department telegrim of 22nd January, 


albuk") is shown on the 
predecessor's letter of the Atl August, 1800, to 
your addtess, 1 reference to which will convince you that there is practically nothing 
to choose between the two coves. As a matter of faet, one would have exp 
one making a selection between the two, to have. preferred Kalbuh, 
M. Ottavi made Riyam his first choice as being a little further from Museat, anil 
nie more nearly to his 
Makalla Cove in the harbour, T eg to draw attention to the 
we do not simply offer the third shed, which is a anal one, We offer to 
empty and remove it, and leave the site and the spare round around if to the Hrench 
Government. Parazraph 3 of my predecessor's Ictter above quoted is suificicntly 
lea in this conection, but 1 take the liberty of emphasizing the nature of our offer, 
in case the French Consul or his Government should revert to the statement that the 
accommodation is inadequate. As you will have learnt from my telegram, Captain, 
Denison, Commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Melpomene,"” considers the plot capable 
of alfording storage room for 10,000 tons. 
‘he reference to the Transvaal in my telegram may require a little explanation. 
The Arabic newspapers taken in by the Sultan and other persons in Muscat 
emanate from Cairo, and are mainly conducted by French Anglophobes or 
disciples, They arv consequently full’ of tho grossest lies and mnisrepresentations with 
regard to British policy in general, and, at present, the Transvaal question in yes 
ticular, I do everything in my power to discredit them as much as possible, and to 
give the Sultan, who is always interested and anxious for information, a just app 
tion of the South African situation, I havo no doubt, however, that M, Ottavi is at 
‘equal pains to lend his support to the misrepresentations of the reptile Egyptian press, 
and to make all possible capital he ean out of our reverses 
Such being the case, any withdrawal from the yery reasonable position so 


583) 2Q 
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unequivocally taken up with regard to the French efforts to obtain a coal depot, much 
to be deprecated from 2 local stand-point at any time, is doubly so at such a critical 
time as the present. . 

5, With regard to the following clause in Foreign Department telegram of 
23rd January to your address, “subject to an assurance that they will neither hoist 
flag, nor claim any rights of sovereignty or property,” I have the honour to suge 
the query whether thi ‘ould prevent the French from building fortiti 
tions on the surrounding rocky hills for the Sultan, and from presenting him with 
modern guns fo mount thereon! ‘They could not do so in ease they shared Makalla 
with us, because we should have the matter; but if the Sultan wished to 
fortify the hills above the ing depot and’ the French did not object, 
could Ter Majesty's. Gov ‘he contingency seems a possible one, if 
improbable, 

G. Por the rest I haye nothing to add to what my predecessor's letter above 
quoted and the previous correspondence on the subject set forth, 


Inclosure 8 in No, 146, 
Captain Cav to Captain Denison. 


(Seeret.) Muscat, January 31, 1900. 

LHAVE the honour to inform you that Ta meh’ Govern= 
mont have suggested the Kalbuh Cove (the m 3 Harbour, in. the 
direction of Matra) asa site for a proposed Brench coal depot, and any directed to 
report vs i 

2, Tn this connvetion I shall ostoom it ff you will be so ood as to make 
it convenient to visit the cove in question duving your’ stay here and subsequently to 
sive me, in Mlocumental form, your professional opiiion with regard to it— 

(L.) On its own merits; 

(2) As compatod with the Riyam Cove next fo it; 


Doth as site for a coaling depot and as rogards the facilities it might affond as a 
naval depot 


Inclosure din No, 146. 


Captain Denison to Captain Cox, 
(Seeret,) 
(oloxraphic.) Muscat, February 1, 1900, 

T HAVE tho honour to inform you that I have visited Kalbith Cove’an 
Cove, aud in reply fo your questions 1 ani 2 of your letter of the Ist January, it is 
any opinion that Kalbilt Cove is most unsuitalile jn every Way fora coating stati 
there is no shelter for coal lighters, and it would be of wo use al dc 
open to the sea, and no ship could be there during a *shamal” (northeasterly wind) ; 
in fact, only the smallest vessels could anchor in the cove on account of depth of water 
sud sinall space for swinging. 

2 As compared with Riyam Cove it is a little better, as the water in Kalbuh is 

por close to the shore, but. in every othior respect the coves are exactly similar, and 
wv seaman would ever dream of utilising either asa naval depOt or a edaling stati 
Hint the hills at the back of either cove could, of course, he fortified to any extent. 

. he Fnglish Government coaling station in Makalla Cove, Museat, Harbou 
which T visited with you this morning, is, I think, the only suitable p 

« it is well sheltered from the sea, and lighters ean lie there in safety i 
s, ‘The portion offered to the French Government is large enough for them to 

store at least 10,000 tons of coal, so their request for another station on the ground of 
want of space is absurd. 


Inclosure 5 in No, 116, 


Captain Cox to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Zelesraphic.) Muscat, February 3, 1900. 

KALBUIL COVE is oniside Museat Haxbonr, between Muscat and Riyam, and 
is open to identically the same objections, ‘Withdrawal trom position seyeral tim 
peremptorily adopted towards the Sultan of Muscat, both verbally and in writing, 
namely, refusal to aequiesce in any site outside harbour would have worst possible 
political effect, specially at this juncture, for it would be certainly attributed to 
Weakness resulting from difficulties in the Transvaal, and would encourage French 
Consul to intrigue further. In my opinion, share in Makalla Cove affords the only 
possible solution, Denison considers accommodation offered in Makalla sufficient for 
10,000 tons, and from every professional and legitimate point of view the only suitable 
site for a coal depot. 





No. 147. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 27.) 


THE Unde y presents his compliments to the Under 
rotary of State for Foreign AMfairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
the Vieerwy, dated the 24th March, regarding the movements of the Russian ship 


Inclosure in No, 147. 


Government of tniia to Lovt George Hamilton. 
(elegraphie.) March 24, 1900. 
MEADE toleg sian gunboat “Gilyak” left Bushire 21st March, stating 
destination China, calling Colombo, possibly Goa, 





No. Us, 
Spriny-Rice to the Marjuess of Sulisbury.—(Received March 27.) 


(No. 45.) . 
(Telegraphie.)  P. Tehran, March 27, 1900, 
AFTER communicating with the Shah's p the’ Hakim-ul-\ 
informed the Ministo: ign Affairs, f your Lords! 
, aud Taided that, while claiming the right to he consulted, duc 
Shal's sovervignty and forthe prosperity of Persia would guide Her Mo i 
jaent in any adyiee they might give, ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh promised to give an 
ansiver soon. Tmade it ¢ i the pledge given in 1897 to us was regante 
Majesty's Government as inelnding the port of Mohammerah, ‘The Mushi 
‘said that, as regants the Russian Loan, it was as much the int 
as of England that the customs of Mokammerah should be excluded from the 
Znarantee, and promised to take care that such an interpretation should he giv 
the words used in the contract, whieh are “exeopt Pars and the Gulf of Fars.” 
‘Tam informed that great efforts are being made to. prevent the Shah going to 
jenate his f wland, His Majesty renewed to me, 
ithe New Year's reception, his assurances of devotion to great Britain, and aay 
ondly message from your Lordship would, Tam told, be very gladly received. 
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No. 149. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential) mn Of of 
Foreign Office, Murch 28, 1900. 
T HAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of thi instant. 
inelosing a telegram from the Itesident at Aden respecting the reported establishment 
of Turkish posts within the territo iv Of Dthali, and sus 
jesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople should he instructed. to press the Porte 
to abstain from interference within the territories of those tribes whose independence 
‘has been affirmed. 
Before deciding: to send instructions in th 
be informed whether the Ti Aden has addressed a 
Governor-General of the Y 
No. I8of tho 18th Janumy last, « printed copy of which was for 
from this Office of the Gth ultimo. 
It rvould seem, from the telegram of Sir N. O'Conor, forwarded in my letter of 
the 23nl instant, with regard to reported Turkish encroachments on the Haushabi 
that the Porte are not in any way encowaging forward movements by the 


Tam, & 
(Signed) ‘?, If, SANDERSON. 





No, 150, 


Foreign Office to Admiraity. 


(Contidentiat.) 
Si 


, Foreign Office, March 28, 1900, 
1 AM diteeted by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter from the India Office® 
ing that the ports, harbours, and islands of the Persian Gulf should be visited 

reported upon by the Captains of Her Majesty's ships. 
Lond Salisbury: is disposed to concur in this proposal, subject to the opinions of 

ioncrs. 
Tam, Xe. 
(Signed) 't, TL, SANDERSON, 


No. Wl. 
Initia Office to Foreiga Office —(Received Murch 20.) 


Sin, India Office, March 28, 1900. 
WITH reference to the correspondence ending with your letter dated the 28rd 
{am directed to forward, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, a 
wy ofa tologram dated the 24th March received from the Viceroy. 
I appears to the Seerctary of State for India that, if the assurances given to Sir N, 
O'Conor by the Minister of War at Constantinople are to be trusted, no good result 
i 1 by authorizing tlie Resident to remonstrate with the Governor-General 
of Yemen, especially as there appears to be some misunderstanding as to. the exact 
locality of the fort said to have been erecte 
Ii these cireumstances, and inasmuch as the demolition of any fort at Addareja, if 
‘one his beon erected, is promised, Tam to append a copy of a telezram which Lord 
George Hamilton proposes to address to the Viveroy, if the Marquess of Salisbury 
concurs fh its to 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GODLEY. 
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Hnelosure 1 in No, 151. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(felegraphiic.) March 24, 1900, 
"THE Resident at Aden’s telegram, 13th March. 

‘Turkish post in-Haushabi country, 

Please correct text as follows 

“The fortlet lias been erected 2 miles from the hill lying to the north-west of 
Aadareja.” 

Te appears from further inquiry that the fort must be within Haushabi border, ‘The 
Government of Bombay regard information as trustworthy, and "recommend representa- 
tion to Governor-General of Yemen as well as Turkish Government. 1 agree and 
propose to direct Resident nt Aden to make immediate representation to Governor- 
General of Yemen. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 151, 
Draft Telegram to Government of Tadia. 


YOUR telegram 24th March, 
Haushabi territory. 
ram to Bombay 

Turkish Minister War a Ambassador that if any fort. had been 
erected at Addareja he would order its demolition, Resident at Aden should confine 
himself to informing Governor-General, Yemen, that the Turkish Government disapproves 
of any advance into Haushabi: limits, aud he should report for orders and by mail any 
well-ascertained {acts proving encroachment pon our Protectorate, 





No. 152, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office. (Received Murch 80.) 


Ks Admiralty, March 28, 1900. 
M commanded hy my Londs Commissioners of the Admiralty, to transunit 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, extract from a Tetter from the 
Senior Naval Officer at Aden, dated the 18th February, respecting a rumour that the 
Germans are looking out for a coaling station on the Arabian coast, opposite Perim 

Islan. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 162. 
Cuptain Field to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet, 


(Extaet,) “ Marathon? ut Aden, February 18, 1900. 

THERE are and have been porsistent rumours among the Arabs for some tine 
past that the Germans are looking out for a coating station on the Arabian coast, 
‘opposite Perim Island, and that they are i i tho ‘Turks for that 
purpose ; the rumours commenced shortly after the searching of the “ General,” and 
originated in the office of the Aden Coal Company, who ave the agonts for that Tine of 
steamers. 








Tehran, March 30, 1900. 
nt Russian engineers, who, under the direction of the 
Russian Colonel of the Cossack Brigade, are buying road outst, Tt is rumoured that 
they will make a survey for 1 railway or to some port further to the 
cash 
If the Joan way really made to pr s, as, according to M. de Witte, is 
the case, it is posible that they may have received, in return, a Concession for 
railway construction which would not he mentioned fn th uct for the loan with 
the Bank. 
al from Tab vin, Resht, and here all points to prepart- 
uuction being mad 
orders fora survey for a Russian waggon road to Hamada 
heen given. 





No, 164, 
Mr. Spring-Riee to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Reeviver! March 0.) 


(No. 49.) 
(Polegmphic) Ps Tehran, March 80, 1900, 

T HAVE just received the following message from the Shah with 
{olexraphio extension 

TTis Majesty sys he will never consent to the eoustru i rs of roads 
ov tologenphss such works will ho eaoriod out by himself. A similar weply Nas eon 
Sint by him with rogand fo telographs on the ‘Pureoman frontier. Accostingly: We 
rofuses fo consent to. the proposed wtod to the east of Kerman 





(Reesived Murch 31.) 


WATE referonien to Kon ve Te the 28th March, the Utuler-Scorstay 
Fadi. pre a Undor-Secrotary of Stats for: Foreiie 
i il, by dit f ayuisls herewith, for the informe 
ithe Sodwtary of State, copy of'a tologram, ta the Vieory, dated ty Ath March, 
drdiyig he Turkish post at AF Kovaibo ty Amini tereit 
Unilin Offico, Marek 81, 1800 


Ticlostire in No. 
Lovd G. Hamilton ty Government of Iulia 


(Telegraphic) Jutia Office, March 30, 1900. 

YOUR Totter No, 16 of Ist February, and Resident's tolege ith and 20th 
March, 

Krom th Kupolt of 24th February, 1880, Al Korsihy ps on Turkish 
Dordony said it is aadniitted thot ‘Turkish aud” Ativi villages ore much interlaced, Tt 
is mudesirable to vomonstrate with Porte o ito Rosideut x 
autdvoss: the ( 
oth May, 1880, ine dtespaateh 
warniny hit not (y alter the sta 





No, 156, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


(Confidential.) 


Foreign Office, March 31, 1900. 
id before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the 28th instar 
ain from the Vi India respecting the veported evection of « 
Turkish fort in the Hanshabi comntry and the proposed representation by: the Resident 
Aden to the Governor-General of the Yemen on thy anbject. < 


Lord Sali wicurs in the telegram which Lond George Hamilton propiowes vo 
1d to the 


I. H SANDERSON. 





